
IN SEARCH OF AN AURAL CURRICULUM 

A STARTER UNIT 

(Teaching Listening at The Secondary Level) 

by Harvey Weiss. 

"I know it's important, but where do I find the 

time? 11 "I'd like to teach listening, but I don't have 

any idea where to start'." "With all the budget cut-

backs, it's hard to find the necessary funds for new 

materials." These and similar comments reflect the 

dilemma of language arts teachers in our secondary 

schools. They don't know where they would fit a unit 

on listening into a~ already crowded curriculum; 

courses are almost impossible to get approved. 

new 

And 

money is tight everywhere. Even if all these conten-

tions could be met, where does the classroom teacher 

turn to find the necessary and appropriate materials 

to start teaching listening? Hopefully, this article 

can be of some practical help. 

The following proposed "starter unit" outline 

might be, in part, the answer to the questions raised 

above. It is a 1O-Day lesson plan, with accompanying 

materials and methods to teach a beginning unit on 

the skill of effective listening. Ten class periods 

can be absorbed into almost any course, in any 

curriculum anywhere, with a minimum amount of dis-

ruption, preparation and money. It is not a replace-

ment for a full course of nine or eighteen weeks, nor 

will it provide an answer to fill the void of listening 

instruction in the majority of our educational in-

stitutions. But it can be done by anyone, for very 

little money, and most importantly, it is ~ beginning'. 

Here, then, is a brief day-by-day guide on what 

to teach, the materials to use (in most cases send 

for) and some rationale (or each of the content lessons. 

The footnotes will be catalogued at the end of this 

article, with accompanying titles, addresses and 
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costs ~f the materials alluded to in the guide. 

AN AURAL CURRICULUM "STARTER UNIT" 

Some reasonable objectives for this unit could be 

all or some of the following: 

Day One: 

Day Two: 

---Define and understand what the term 

listening means. 

---Create student awareness that listening 

is an integral part of the entire com-

munication process. 

---Provide a beginning for studying 

listening theory. 

---Students will identify some of their 

listening strengths (improve) and 

weaknesses (correct) 

Administer pre-drill diagnostic listening 

test. 1 

Rationale: Establish the student's most 

natural beginning level of 

listening efficiency. 

(Instruct them that they should 

try as hard as they can to do 

well. 

Day 2.) 

You can explain that on 

Explain course outline for next two weeks: 

A. 

B. 

Announce that their pre-test scores 

will be used to determine 1/3 of their 

listening unit grade, (try to get them 

corrected as early as possible) by 

using the% of improvement on the post

drill test taken at the conclusion of 

the unit. 

Explain that the next 1/3 of their 

unit grade will be on all written work 

handed in and worksheets completed. 

These include: 

1. Successful completion of 
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C. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

student listening log. (They 

are to keep track of how much 

time they spend listening in 

each of their classes for one 

full week. This includes 

teacher lectures, discussions, 

films, or any form of message 

reception 

Hand them out today. You can 

collect them on Day 7. 

Writing a short essay on the 

importance of good listening, 

and some benefits derived 

from accurate listening. 

Assign it today, and it 

should be due on ~l
Cooperative participation in 

the listening games and 

activities done in class as 

a group. ~ is the 

scheduled activity day. 

Hand in a completed Bad Habits 

Inventory and accompanying 

worksheets used on Days 4 & 5. 

Watching film, Listening 

Between The Lines, and com

pleting the worksheet on the 

film, used 

(Outside of Class) 

on D~_y__]_. 

The final 1/3 of 

unit grade will be determined on the 

following: 

1. Reading a chapter or two from 

any of the several sources 

provided.2 

They can be given one week to 

read and do chapter outlines 
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Day Three: 

***2. 

provided by the teacher. 

Discuss it on_!)_~. 

Listen to five, 10-minute 

audio taped mini-lectures 

taken from the first five 

chapters from the bench-mark 

textbook by Nichols & 

Stevens.3 You will have to 

purchase the book, make up 

your own lectures, tape them 

in your own voice, and make 

up the student guide-sheets. 

Final discussion of the 5 

lectures is scheduled for 

two exercises should 

be done by students in

dividually in a quiet 

setting like. the library, 

media center or other 

arranged space. 

Show introductory film, and discuss its 

content. 4 

Rationale: Give students a general 

overview of entire topic 

of listening which 

includes: 

hearing vs. listening

listening as a 3-step 

process-

obstacles to effective 

listening-

suggestions for critical 

listening-

A guide-sheet can be 

distributed before/or after 

50 



Day Four: 

Day Five: 

Day Six: 

showing, to reinforce their 

good listening (viewing?) 

habits or point up their 

need to do something about 

their bad habits. 

COLLECT STUDENT ESSAY ASSIGNED ON DAY 2. 

COLLECT STUDENT GUIDE-SHEET ON TODAY'S FILM. 

(return for final un.it test on~-) 

Administer 1O-Point Personal Listening 

Habits 5 Inventory. 

This can be followed by listening in class, 

to an audio-tape, entltled, "He Who Has 

Ears," 6 by Dr. Ralph Nichols. This enter

taining speech elaborates on all of the 

points covered in the student inventory. 

Rationale: Enables the student fo 

focus on their own patterns 

of message reception, 

hopefully will try to 

improve on what they find 

lacking. 

Discussion can follow, if appropriate, on 

their inventory scores, and each point as 

they are covered on the audio-tape. 

It will take all, or portion of another day 

in class to properly discuss and listen 

to the tape. 

You should now discuss, explain, clarify 

or expand on, the main points of the 

student's reading assignment which was 

be done outside of class. 

to 

Rationale: To introduce students to 

some basic listening 

theory, make them res

ponsible for doing this on 

their own time, and 
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Day Seven: 

Day Eight: 

Day Nine: 

Dav Ten: 

provide them with a basic 

understanding of the 

common principles of 

listening in the communica

tion process 

COLLECT THESE WORKSHEETS FOR PROPER CREDIT 

(return in time to study for test on ~~y_ ___ ~) 

Devote entire day to one or two "games or 

a c t iv i t i e s " 7. t he c 1 a s s ca n d o a s a g r o u p . 

It forces them to engage in some of the 

mental discipline needed for good listening. 

Rationale: Reinforces the concept that 

being a good listener 

doesn't have to be all work, 

it can be fun and enter

taining, too'.'. 

COLLECT Student Listening Log WHICH THEY 

HAVE BEEN COMPILING SINCE DAY 2. 

Use entire class period helping students 

complete their mini-lecture guide-sheets 

which they have been working on outside 

of class for the past week. 

COLLECT THESE AFTER THE TEST ON DAY 9. 

Administer a test on the reading assignment, 

the 5 mini-lectures and on the film 

worksheet. 

To be consiste_nt, give the test or~. 

Read each test item only twice. This 

enhances their ikills of concentration, 

recall and cognitive material. 

(Remember, this test and corresponding 

worksheets is 1/3 of their unit grade!) 

Give students their post-drill diagnostic 

listening test. 8 

Rationale: See if they have improved 

any in this short period 
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of time. 

Use the difference in the results with 

the pre-drill diagnostic test any way that 
is practical for you. The ideal would be 
to use any improvement as the basis for 
their grade. 

etc.) 

(i.e. 7-10% = A, 4-6% = B, 

So, this will probably conclude the first expe-
rience you and your students have had with any form of 
listening instructional materials. It hopefully 
wasn't too difficult for either of you to follow. If 
you couldn't use certain parts of it due to a variety 
of obstacles, try again. Maybe you only did several 
of the daily assignments. Even if you only found it 
stimulating and fun t~ try some day, it was like I said 
at the outset, at least a beginning. 

I've used all of these activities in my Effective 
Listening semester course at Cooper High School, in 
the Robbinsdale School District for the past ten years. 
They seem to get more fun every time I use them. If 
you need help of any sort regarding this "starter Unit", 
please do not hesitate to call or write. I will assist 
you as far as the copyright protection laws will allow 
me to do. I urge you to try this as an experiment, 
your students will benefit from your efforts. 
luck!'. 

Good 

Footnotes 

1 The Brown-Carlsen Listening Comprehension Test, 
Harcourt-Brace & Javonovich. Test, manusl and studint 
scoring sheets can best be obtained by calling them 
at 312-647-8822. Cost about $15.00 

2several book sour~es will serve your needs here: 
Listening Proc~sses: Attention, Under
standing & Evaluation, by Paul G. Friedman, 
National Education Association, 1979. 
Washington, D. C. Cost $0.75 31 pages 

Listening: A Way to Process Information 
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Aurally by Robert O. Hirsch; Gorsuch, 
Scarisbrick Publishers, 1979. Dubuque, Iowa 
52001 Cost: $6.95. 42 pages. 

Listening: Its Impact on Reading and Other 
Language Arts, 1971. by Sara W. Lundsteen; 
NCTE 1111 Kenyon Road, Urbana, Illinois 
61801 Cost, $3.00. 135 pages. 

Listening, by Andrew D. Wolvin & Carolyn 
Gwynn Coakley, 1982. William C. Brown 
Company Publishers, 2460 Kerper Blvd., 
Dubuque, Iowa 52001 Cost$?? Pages, 189. 

3Textbook, Are You Listening? by Ralph G. Nichols 
& Leonard A. Stevens Mc-Graw Hill & Company, 1957. 
236 Pages. Cost $8.95 (?) 

4Film, Listening Between the Lines, 15 minutes, 
Color available for purchase or rent ($30.00) from, 
Alfred Higgins Productions, 9100 Sunset Blvd. Los 
Angeles, California 90069 

5Listening Habits Inventory found in, Education, 
January, 1955. Consult your local public or college 
library for a copy of the article. 

6Audio tape of speech given by Dr. Ralph Nichols, 
expanding on the 10 Bad Habits of the perso~al in
ventory is available from: Telstar Productions, 
366 North Prior Ave., St. Paul, Minnesota 55104 
Price $12.95. 

?sources of listening activities to use in class: 

Are You Listening? (footnote #3) 44 Things 
to do listed in back of 
book. 

A T.R.I.P. Booklet entitled Listening 
Instruction available from the Speech 
Communication Association, 5105 Backlick 
Road, Annandale, VA. 22003.· Cost, $2.50. It 
contains 38 exercises on a variety of topics 
and levels. 

Listening, textbook in footnote #2 by Wolvin 
& Coakley. Exercises try to follow each of 
their chapters of the book. 

Buse Test Form Bm of the 
listed in footnote #labove. 
pre-drill purposes. 
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same Brown-Carlsen Test 
Form Am is suggested for 




