
(Bantam edition, 1967, P• ?; originally published 1966), Also 

in Lot~. death and the past continue to influence the present, 

A dead man's will sets the whole narration in motion--provides 

the energy, And the characters are playing out the tradition 

of an underground mail system that originated in medieval times, 

For essays, Walden is useful, as is Joseph Wood Krutch's 

"Conservation Is Not Enough," But students are tempted to find 

the appreciation of wilderness to be a sentimental luxury that _ 

must yield to the need for more energy. Instead, you can use 

an essay which explains that according to the laws of physics, 

especially entropy, exponential growth must stop; there are 

physical limits to affluence, Such chapter can be found in many 

energy texts, but my favorite is "Limits" from Energy: Sources, 

Use, and !!2J& in Human Affairs by Carol and John Steinhart, 

(Belmont, Ca: Wadsworth, 19?4). It explains clearly the physical 

limits to growth, and is a good middle style prose model. For 

a useful model of more academic prose, see John William Ward's 

"The Meaning of Lindbergh's Flight" (in Joseph J. Kwiat and 

Mary C, Turpie, Studies in American Culture, Minneapolis: 

University of Minnesota Press 1960). Ward shows that Lindbergh 

symbolized a joining of attributes that we fear are irreparably 

sundered: the individual and thf!c teamworker, the simple and the 

compl~x, old and new, rural and urban, agriculture and technology, 

tradition and progress, With Lindbergh we could have it both 

ways. In the ever-increasing effort to apply technology and 

energy to transportation, we could preserve the old without 

succumbing to the sins of the new, And finally, for a model of 

informal prose, see Wendell Berry's long essay~ Unsettling 
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Bf. America (San Francisco: Sierra Club, 1977). Discussing the 

relationship of agriculture to energy, technology, and culture, 

Berry establishes the interconnections of land use, affluence, 

and alienation, showing the correlations between land exploita

tion and human exploitation, even in male-female relationships. 

THE REFUGEE STUDENT -- BLESSING OR BOTHER? 

by Nancy Ward 

Southeast Asia, Russia, Iran, Korea -- the refugees keep 

coming, Maybe there are only one or two in your district, or 

perhaps there are too many and the names are too "funny" for any 

individual identity to be recognized. What is your reaction 

when you are assigned a non-English speaking student in your 

class? If you are asked first, is your response negative? A 

reluctant "Yes?" If it is less than an enthusiastic "Yessirreel", 

you are missing out on an opportunity. 

Foreign students threaten your free time, the effectiveness 

of your standard curriculum, the use of the dependable notes you 

made last year, and in the midst of all this, they may well make 

a shambles of your grouping techniques. I propose that they 

also bring in some healthy fresh air of reality and relevance 

it's exciting to work with people for whom English is a survival 

skill rather than a required subject that has little to do with 

"real" life, The secret is to sharpen your communication skills 

so that the new English-speaker is included a maximum amount of 
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the time. More of your American English-speaking students will 

be involved in the class, too, Effective communication includes 

using a vocabulary that the entire class understands, purposely 

introducing new words and defining them as you speak, writing 

page numbers on the board along with simple directions .to ensure 

that the assignment is precise and clear. Facing the class, 

speaking clearly, being open to questions, encouraging clarity of 

organization and content are common-sense techniques for ;µiy 

teacher. These and other skills are sharpened when you are aware 

that one or more of your students requires these techniques to 

participate successfully in the class, 

Our most basic, am some would argue, most effective, form 

of communication is body language, When some portion of the 

students depends heavily on body language, the teach~rhas an 

opportunity to practice and develop positive, encouraging, 

discipllne--effective, physical communication, 

The reality of the current world situation that foreign 

students bring with them is an excellent opportunity to enrich 

your curriculum, Our students, American and foreign, must be 

educated to be world citizens, Our world is too small, communica

tion is too rapid, the economics of various countries are too 

interrelated for responsible teachers to encourage narrow 

provincialism, Basic ideas of written communication, literature 

as an expression of culture, the universality of common human 

experiences, graJlllllar as a basic structure are all enhanced by 

a comparative study of Englhh ~cl ,,,nother language, 

If you are fortunate en011gh t o have a foreign . student in 

yc».1r class, take some time to get to know that student., Don't 
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let the lack of a common language interfere with communication-

you'd be surprised at how much information and good feeling can 

flow back and forth in the midst of many smiles and nods, Your 

·11 b b ad ed too uhen a wealthy Jewish person perspective Wl. e ro en , • n 

was persecuted in Iran, my Iranian student, who had never heard 

of Catholicism or Protestantism, told me about it with tears in 

her eyes. When the Mayor of Guatemala City was shot, I felt 

concern for my two Guatemalan students who might have to go back 

to that kind of danger. When someone mentioned Holland, I 

remembered conversations with two charming little Dutch girls. 

And when someone makes a slighting remark about Asian refugees, 

I think of several Cambodians who have lost family, country, 

homes, and, since 1975, education -- who are coming into high 

school classes with only two or three years of formal education 

behind them and with years of physical and emotional deprivation, 

who are studying algebra and English and even science -- and who 

are making it. 

Grasp an opportunity to toss out old, rigid ideas of how your 

presentation must be given. Bend your curriculum to include 

fresh new insights. Encourage peer tutoring, small group 

discussion, illustrations to explain plots, and comparative 

language study to broaden your students' awareness of the basic 

structure of language. Most of all, expand your own awareness of 

the plurality of cultures that enriches "good old U.S.A." and 

blesses us with diversity and complexity. 

"We have a new foreign student, Is placement in your class 

all right?" 

"Y essirreel With pleasure!" 
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SELECTED TO PICS 

Those interested in the preparation of teachers of English and 
the language arts in elementary and secoD'.dary schools can 
cho?se eleven sessions to attend from among the more than 150 
se~1ons ?ffered. Over 50 of those sessions deal with preservice 
o~ msemce teacher preparation. Among the subjects to be 
discussed are those listed below. 

Thursday 

Research in Language 
Professional Education for English/Language Arts Teachers 
Preservice English Education 
English Education and the Future 
Malting the English Teacher Computer-Literate 
Improving Composition in the Secondary School: A Practical 

Workshop 
Research in Literature 
Inservice Training for Writing Teachers 
Bringing Together Reading and Writing 
Abstraction: Basis for Planning Learning Activities in the 

Language Arts 
Exploring Vocabulary Development 

Friday am,~Q e Training Future Teachers of Writing 
The Moral Majority t 
Writing as Learning 10n 
The Spelling Problem 
Teac~er Response to Student Writing 
Multicultural Education and the Language Arts Program 
Teaching ESL K-12: What, Why, How 
Sociolinguistics and Reading 
Computer-Assisted Language Instruction 
Creative Writing and literature 

Saturday 

Teaching Styles and Human Relations Skills 
Assessing and Remediating Communication Skills of 

Prospective Teachers 
Perspectives on Student Writing 
Implementing Listening and Study Skills Programs 

Reading and Writing Results from the National Assessment 
of Educational Progress 

Evaluation of lnservice Training for Writing Teachers 
Writing and the Community 
The Topical Approach to Teaching literature 
Speaking and Writing Apprehension 
Language Arts Methods Course 
Questions and the Teaching of literature 
Language and Learning Summer Institute 
Composition and Fibn 
Teaching Thematically 
Research in Writing 
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THE BEX;INNING OF TALENT: CASE IN POINT 

by Alice Glarden Brand 

Writing as a way of learning has become a keystone of the 

profession. Georges Gusdorf, Benjamin Lee Whorf, Carl Rogers 

said it each in his own way. E ,M. Forster said it best. It 

is the platform on which the interdisciplinary writing movement 

rests . It is a guiding principle for research in cognition, 

linguistics, and the humanistic psychologies. At the 

pedagogical level, the expression refers to the Brunerian dis

covery of the world through the structure of the items that 

constitute its business. In its existential sense, writing is 

one of the symbolic ways we try to render intelligible the 

meaning of life, the reason of death, the cycle of things, and 

the place of self in that cycle. This last became synonymous 

with the personal growth paradigm which in turn figured 

centrally in the Dartmouth conference and in the period of 

psychosocial enlightenment that followed and promoted my 

research. 

Two years ago I wrote a book about using writing as a way of 

social and emotional learning, At the time my purpose was to 

make a case for using personal writing for personal growth. My 

work reported on a program that provided for such experiences. 

Eight secondary school students participated in a five-month, 

intensive personal writing program. After objective am 

naturalistic analyses, I concluded that three students resisted 

deep engagement in personal growth writing and five students 

experienced varying degrees of social and emotional enhancement 

through writing-- two of whom exemplified the purposes of the 
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