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student-reviewers who are in tum 
informed by the market information 
provided by student-writers. 

The instructor, in this 
practice, adjusts his or her grading 
criteria while attending to the 
forums or discourse communities 
chosen by individual students. 
While this assignment might 
complicate assessment practices, it 
is indeed a paper worth assigning 
for the apparent challenges which 
foster the role of audience, the 
concept of student ownership, and 
the ideal of teacher expectation. 

Conclusion 
Incorporating manuscript 

analysis, writing and sharing 
writing with students, and the 
writing-for-publication paper, I 
believe, will augment Brannon and 
Knoblauch's scheme which only 
emphasizes the teacher response. 
Engaging students in all three 
components foregrounds the 
student author's right and intention, 
thus enhancing the dynamics 
among the discourse, the peer
editor, and the writer within the 
classroom and beyond. 

Notes 

1This subsection is adapted from "The Sister Carrie Manuscript and 
Authorial Intentions," published in Exercise Exchange, fall 1992, by 
Joseph Eng. 
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Relationship, 
Writing, Bookmaking: 

All Packed Up In A 
Suitcase! 

BY DEB WAAGE, SAWTOOTH MOUNTAIN ELEMENTARY 

Our excitement and energy 
would catapult us into a year-long 
writing adventure. Brightly 
decorated suitcases and elders of 
our community were at the 
forefront. Our goals included 
helping fourth graders become 
expert writers, developing 
relationships with senior citizens, 
and making books with stories 
about real-life experiences. 
Leaming first hand about actual 
events that occurred in people' lives 
would inspire fourth graders to 
write. Suitcases symbolize a 
journey and we were about to 
embark on an adventure in 
relationships, writing, and book
making. 

The tip of the Arrowhead in 
Northeastern MN lends itself to 
supportive community involve
ment. The large and diverse county 
is home to many generational 
families. My colleague and I brain
stormed the logistics of incor-

porating our writing project into 
reality. Historical events shared 
through the voices of people who 
had lived through depression, the 
invention of many modern 
technologies, and a plethora of 
other stories waiting to be told. 

Old, outdated suitcases 
were the motivating and unique 
catalyst for this writing project. 
Requests sent out through our local 
community news web site soon 
found our classroom filled with 
relics of the past which would be 
transformed into functional 
"writer's toolboxes" of the future. 
We envisioned brightly decorated 
transportation mediums. Our 
students would carry writing 
supplies, books, art materials, and 
other necessary items as they 
journeyed to meet with their elders 
this month. 

We did the necessary 
footwork in preparation for the 
onset of our writing adventure 
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during the month of August. We 
met with elders in our community 
to explain our ideas and ask for their 
participation. Each elder would be 
paired with one or two students for 
reading and writing activities. The 
students would be responsible for 
leading each forty-five minute 
meeting and coordinating the 
activities. The elders felt needed 
and were willing to come on board. 
A match created to foster 
academical and emotional growth 
became a journey of companion
ship and much more. 

Several talented artists live 
in our community. They were 
intrigued with the suitcase concept 
and convincing them to participate 
as experts in their medium was 
relatively easy. They would lead 
our students in designing and 
completing suitcase transform
ations. When students and artists 
met in small groups for the first 
time, there was a whirlwind of 
activity as creative juices flowed. 
Groups of four to five students 
brainstormed and collaborated 
ideas for their suitcase. This was a 
learning experience in itself as it is 
often not easy for adults to agree 
on one theme, and we were asking 
students to do that very thing. 

A second meeting with the 
artists , another energetic display of 
artistic activity, and the result was 
a wide variety of "writers' tool
boxes." A fireworks display, 

underwater scenes, wildlife, and an 
outer space theme were a few of the 
creations. 

During the first week of 
school students were introduced to 
writer's notebooks as described by 
author Ralph Fletcher in his book 
A Writer's Notebook: Unlocking 
The Writer Within You. Fourth 
graders were encouraged to keep 
their writer's notebooks with them 
at all times and write in them as 
often as possible. About the second 
week of school, students were 
asked to make entries about 
themselves. They included 
autobiographical information and 
other interesting facts such as 
favorite pastimes, foods, books, etc. 
We then had students edit this 
information and put it together in a 
small concertina book form. 

As we readied to meet with 
our elders for the first time, students 
packed their suitcases. They 
include writer's notebooks, writing 
supplies, autobiographies, and 
favorite books to share. Students 
became acquainted with their 
seniors by sharing their 
autobiographies and then asking 
prepared interview questions. 
Writer's notebooks captured tales 
of interesting and sometimes 
heartbreaking childhood stories. 
Elders talked of growing up during 
the Great Depression. Some had 
family members in-volved in a war. 
Students listened to stories about 

childhood pastimes and toys 
common in earlier years. All too 
soon it was time to pack suitcases 
and return to school. It was truly 
the beginning of an exciting 
journey. 

Back in the classroom, 
students edited their senior stories 
and constructed another concertina 
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a deeper meaning for our fourth 
graders. 

Through bonds created, this 
project became very personal for 
two of our fourth graders. Sammy 
and Vallen met with Bill several 
times, and they became quite close. 
Bill entered the hospital with 
cancer. The outcome looked bleak. 

book about their 
senior. They would 
share these at their 
next monthly meeting 
and be prepared for 
leading a writing 
activity that would 
center celebrations 

Fourth graders 
created several 

different styles of 
colorful books that 
they took with them 
to share with their 

Sammy and Vallen 
made several visits to 
the hospital both 
because Bill was 
cheered with their 
visits, and the boys 
were concerned and 

and traditions. 
elders each month. wanted to see him. 

Sammy and his dad 
As we pass the midway 

point of the school year and reflect 
on what has transpired thus far, it 
is evident that much has been 
gained both academically and 
emotionally for our fourth graders. 
Comments from elders and housing 
managers underscore a need being 
met for out seniors. Often we hear 
how the fourth graders have 
touched the lives of the seniors and 
brought smiles and laughter to their 
conversations. It is in anticipation 
that they ask when we will meet 
agam. 

As we continue to get to 
know one another, it is obvious 
bonds are developing and stories 
long forgotten are being brought to 
the surface. It is from these stories 
and memories that writing takes on 

made a special visit to see Bill on 
Christmas Day and sang a song for 
him. Not long after that Bill passed 
away. It was a very sad time for all 
ofus. 

Bill's family mentioned the 
brightness brought to his life 
through a relationship that had 
developed over a few short months. 
Sammy created a special book 
about Bill and gave it to his family. 

Fourth graders created 
several different styles of colorful 
books that they took with them to 
share with their elders each month. 
We focus on a different themes such 
as holidays, childhood memories, 
inventions, or poetry. Students 
gather information, books, ideas, 
and writer's notebooks before each 
meeting and pack their suitcases for 
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our journey to senior residences or 
to the school library where we meet 
with those who are able to drive. 

As we continued to guide 
our students through the next few 
weeks, we will be even more 
acutely aware of what is transpiring 
within them. There is a confident 
air as they prepare for yet another 
meeting with their elders. This time 
they will create an alphabet book. 
Next month is National Women's 
History month, and it will be a great 
opportunity to share thoughts and 
feelings about women who are 
important in our lives. A Mother's 
Day book might be a natural follow
up, and it would be a wonderful gift. 

This project enhances 
learning in a unique and emotional 
way. It allows the opportunity for 
community building in our class
room and the surrounding county. 

The connections made between our 
fourth grades and the elders had 
opened the door to a wide variety 
of opportunities. Not only do we 
have the beginning of lasting 
relationships, but our students write 
and share their artistic talents from 
a personal perspective through 
bookmaking. Our students have 
become expert writers. Even the 
most reluctant writers have 
responded in a positive way. They 
are more willing to participate in 
writing activities. 

Future plans include editing 
a video tape of meetings and 
writing sessions and adding music. 
Students are learning the basics of 
power point, and it would be fun to 
have them put together a slide show 
or other technical presentation to 
share with the seniors at our final 

meeting in April. 
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Connecting with Students 
Labeled ''At Risk'': 

Serious Play on the Court 
and in the ClassrooITI 

BY ERIKA SCHEURER, UNIVERSITY OF Sr. THOMAS 

Dodgeball. I spent years of 
my early life playing dodgeball. 
The gym teacher would divide us 
into two groups and have one group 
form a circle around the other. Then 
the assault would begin, with the 
kids on the outside throwing the 
ball as hard as possible to hit an 
eliminate the kids on the inside. I 
hated dodgeball. Eventually, I even 
developed a kind of kamikaze 
playing style. As soon as the game 
began I'd throw my self in the path 
of the ball. I was "our"-free until 
next round. 

My aversion for dodgeball 
applied to other sports as well. I 
was usually among the last chosen 
for teams. When there were only a 
few of us left, an awkward silence 
would ensue before the team 
captains quickly divided up us 
remainders. 

As with many girls in the 
late sixties and seventies, sports
especially competitive sports-just 
weren't "my thing." They were 
never encouraged at home. Instead 
I was signed up for activities like 
ballet, tap dancing, tumbling, and 
roller skating. I wasn't much good 
at those either, but I participated in 
them-even though my tumbling 
teacher announced to the class that 
my body tone reminded him of a 
strand of cooked spaghetti. 

Which brings me to the 
second reason I never participated 
in competitive sports: they were 
usually a site of shame and outright 
humiliation. A gym teacher needed 
only to look at my tall, skinny, 
uncoordinated self to know that I 
was one of the hopeless ones: one 
who would have to be kept after 
class until she managed to serve just 




