
PRESIDENT'S COMMENT 

THE PROFESSOR AND THE PRACTITIONER 

The Minnesota Council of Teachers of English would seem by its 

name to be a,group of teachers of common purpose. We're all 

teachers of English, we say. 

However, since my election to the presidency of the organiza

tion, I have had reason to wonder how united we are. 

The Licensure Task Force Report and the past summer's activity 

regarding it--and some objections to it--have pointed out an area 

where MCTE must begin working--and fast! 

Those of you at the Spring Conference in Duluth last May will 

remember that questions about the report were raised by some 

chairpersons of English departments in Minnesota colleges. 

In the few weeks since the Task Force Report was forwarded to 

the Board of Teaching, along with a recommendation by some depart

ment chairpersons, I have been worrying about why the preparation 

of English teachers is looked at so differently by the professors 

and the practitioners. 

Is it because we don't know what"the other is doing? 

"But I used to teach high school," I have heard time and again. 

So did I. Almost 30 years ago. 

Have some of us become too far removed from the elementary and 

secondary classrooms of today? The conflict regarding the Task 

Force Report seems to indicate that this is so. 

The fact is that we have a TV generation on our hands. A conse

quence, at least in part, is that reading levels have declined. 

And so have writing skills. Instead of teaching Shakespeare or 

"Soliloquy of the Spanish Cloister" classroom teachers are finding 

themselves teaching developmental reading and remedial writing, 

and they are crying for help while doing so. 

The training of English/Language Arts teachers belongs in the 

English departments of our colleges. And I would not for a minute 

say that college English departments should forget the great 

hfritage of our literary past. However, if we want to keep the • 

training of teachers in our departments, we must do more. We must 

meet the needs of today's students and teachers. 

I would like to propose a means of doing so, or a least a start 

in the process. I would like to see a way of getting to know each 

other better, to renew acquaintances with the students of our 

earlier classrooms, to discover the curricula of today's English

Language Arts programs, and to get to know the young students of 

the 80' s. 

I propose that a new MCTE committee be formed to structure an 

exchange program between college English professors and elementary 

and secondary English/Language Arts teachers and to search for 

foundation funding of the program. 

This is one positive step we can take to improve our under

standing of each other. But perhaps of more importance is that 

two other groups will be beneficiaries--the current college 

students who are now preparing for licensure and the young stu

dents out there in the elementary and secondary schools. 

Why not volunteer for the committee today? 
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