
Goals 
" .. . went first toward the centre where the fire was" 

Roles of I or Ants 
Ants as AGENTS 
Ants as AGENTS 
Ants as AGENTS 
Ants as AGENTS 

" ... not knowing where they were going" 
"Most of them went toward the fire" 
" ... fell off into the fire" 

First, despite the fact that GOAL 
and SOURCE are related to each other in 
daily discourse, no SOURCE appears in 
the passage. Of the 12 GOALS, four 
involve the fire. Not unlike human 
existence, the AGENTs are ignorant of 
their SOURCE and proceed always to 
the unknown. Second, it is surprisingly 
apparent that for all the actions involving 
dangerous, fiery GOALs, ants are the 
AGENTs which, instead of running 
away from the fire, rush toward it. 
While their original will is to get away 
from it, their physical bodies urge them 
to their deaths. 

The "I" character has been twice 
an EXPERIENCER, and the ants once. 
The protagonist's cool, calm thinking 
strongly contrasts with the burning and 
flattening disaster experienced by the 
ants. Still, in terms of action, the 
protagonist is only watching, 
occasionally moving the log and the cup, 
constituting a picture of burning the 
desperate, living mass. 

The World View 
Hemingway's world view as 

explicated from the ant incident is 
fatalistic; there is an absence of ethical 
concerns regarding actions and the 
presence of an "impersonal" force 
causing the catastrophe. As for the 
action of burning, the protagonist is the 
AGENT who goes camping and builds a 
fire which brings abol]t the disaster for 
the ants. As for the action of watching, 
the protagonist is an indifferent AGENT 
who lets the log burn in its place. As for 

the whimsical thought of being a 
messiah, the protagonist has the potential 
to do good; he then would have saved 
the mass if he had tried. Nevertheless, 
all these are independent of an ethical 
cause. To the ants, however, the fire is 
caused by an impersonal force, which 
has no intention of causing a disaster. 
The absurdity of facing choices is 
somehow rendered by the on-going 
events, which can be explained by the 
explicit coordination clauses. In the 29 
clauses, there are 11 "ands." The 
sequence of events, leading to the 
emptying action of the cup, only stops 
the attempt of being a messiah and kills 
the ants by steaming them all. As a 
understatement of the fatalistic decree, 
the events in the incident of burning ants 
are inevitable. 

While role-structure analysis may 
first seem confusing, such a linguistic 
skill will mature through experience 
with different texts and through constant 
practice. This method seems to work 
especially well in small group work in 
my literature course. Through trial and 
error, students participate enthusi
astically in role-structure conversation 
probing authors' world views, which 
leads to discussion of style and theme. I 
usually begin with an example of a short 
explication (such as the example above), 
without worrying too much about the 
theory of case grammar and role 
relations. Gradually, students learn to 
not only justify their own perceptions, 
but also appreciate the stylistic 
sophistication of an author. 

18 Minnesota English Journal 26.2 Summer 1996 

Works Cited Traugott, Elizabeth C. and Mary L. Pratt. 
Fillmore, Charles J. "The Case for 

Case." In Universals in 
Linguistic Theory. Eds. Emmon 
Bach and Robert Harms. New 
York: Holt, Rinehart and 
Winston, 1968. 

Linguistics for Students of 
Literature. New York: Harcourt, 
Brace, Jovanovich, 1980. 

l 

Joseph Ng teaches English and is Acting 
Chair of the Department at Inver Hills 
Community College. His doctorate in 
rhetoric and composition is from Illinois 
State University. 

Hemingway, Ernest. A Farewell to 
Arms. New York: Scribner's, 
1929. 

Sunrise on Lake Superior 

Leafless trees in November sno~~ 
beyond which barely rippling ~ 
waters of Lake Superior. 
At the pastel pink of eastern horizon 
and above that deep blue sky, 
a long span of cloud 
stretches across morning's horizon. 
Nothing' s going on. 

Elmer Suderman has published poems, short stories, and scholarly articles from New 
York to California and Minnesota to Texas. Past President of MCTE, he is Professor 
Emeritus at Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter, MN. 

19 Minnesota English Journal 26.2 Summer 1996 




