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In The Troubled Crusade, Diane Ravitch has written an ad

mirable and worthwhile analysis of education in post-World War II 

America, Ernest Boyer, president of the Carnegie Foundation 

for the Advancement of Teaching and former United States Com

missioner of Education, is right when he says, "In the future, 

anyone trying to understand the sometimes puzzling developments 

in education in the fifties, sixties, and seventies will have 

to begin with this book" (see book jacket), That r eader will 

also discover how much of the history of America is told in the 

history of its schools, Another former Commissioner, Harold 

Howe, says The Troubled Crusade should be read by "every school 

board member and college trustee in this country" (also book 

jacket), 

It is also a book which should be read by teachers and 

administrators interested in understanding the current state of 

their profession, Many older teachers will find it especially 

interesting because the years it covers--1945-1980--are those 

during which they have taught, The manner in which Ms. Ravitch 

illuminates the developments of those decades puts any one 

teacher's experience into the context of the whole and provides 

a fresh understanding of what has brought us to where we are 

today, To do this, she has done a massive amount of research 

and organization an::l written a 330-page, well-documented book 

which is delightfully readable and free from the jargon which 

so often dulls writing about education, The scope of the book 

is vast, including concarns which rouse vehement differences of 

beliefs, but the objectivity of treatment is one of its strengths, 

Along with the useful framework into which a r eader can 

place his or her own experiences with education, Ms, Ravitch 

has made available a mountain of informative detail without 

in the least allowing that detail to detract from the interest 

and clarity of her book, The thread that runs consistently 
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through the work is the effect of the increase, for noble 

purposes but often with less than anticipated success, of federal 

funding for education and therefore of federal control, 

"This book," says Ravitch in her introduction, "is a 

report on the crusade against ignorance during a particularly 

tumultuous time in American history" (xi), Much of the tumult 

had to do with a determination to make available to all the 

American dream--to black, women, handicapped, Hispanic, (Sur

prisingly little is said about the American Indian,) But the 

fulfillment of the dream was hampered by forces we all know; 

factionalism, competition for inadequate funds, tension between 

public and private educat ion, attitudes changing fr.om desire for 

integration to desire for racial separation and preservation of 

ethnic identity, massive increas es in inner city school popula

tion, "the combination of white guilt and black rage" (211), and 

still more. To many, including the ever-growing teachers' unions, 

the answers were tied up with federal funding which became 

available but brought its own bureaucratic regulation with it, 

Ravitch believes many of these problems resulted from what 

Robert Hutchens calls the "omnibus fallacy of education"--"there 

is nothing which education cannot do and it can do everything 

eq_ually well" (18), Some looked at schools as purveyors of 

knowledge, some as a means for social and economic mobility, 

some as agents for social r eform, Schools were to be all things 

to all people, 

And money for all things was to come to those who learned 

the "buzz words" that opened federal grants and who learned to 

handle or utilize the regulations of the various title programs. 

Much that was good was accomplished; a variety of frustrations 

accompanied it: ", .. few were convinced that the way to over

come a past in which benefits and burdens depended on race, sex, 

and national origin was to make permanent a system in which 

benefits and burdens depended on race, sex, and national origin" 

(292). 

In order to give coherence to her thesis, Ms. Ravitch shows 

hist orical development of influential t heories and events: for 



instance, the effects of the seesaw struggle between traditiona~ 

afid progressive education (the chapter on this is especially 

well done and includes comment on the Minneapolis school system's 

"common learnings" venture); the effect on education of the 

loyalty investigations and treats to academic freedom; the turmoil 

resulting from educational institutions being made "scapegoats 

in an unpopular war"; the fighting out in the schools of the 

demands for an end to sex discrimination--and the reverse dis

crimination involved; and the increasing visibility of minorities 

who wanted education to be in their own languages and cultural 

framework, 

Among all these concerns were the academic: achievement 

test scores dropping, disciplinary problems increasing, making 

learning in many classrooms all but impossible, vocational educa

tion competing with general education, and the "right" of dis

satisfied parents and teachers to demand "open," "free," or 

"informal" education rather than traditional. In spite of the 

plethora of subjects she covers, Ms, Ravitch succeeds in giving 

the reader the sense of their being clearly and fairly treated, 

In a period so obviously full of seemingly insurmountable 

problems, Ms, Ravitch might easily have left the reader feeling 

as if the situation were hopeless, While admitting that educa

tion today p:rovides "a compelling agenda for future educational 

reformers" (320), her conclusion is positive and upbeat, In a 

country as vast as America, with the size of its school popula

tion and the pressures of its racial and ideological groupings, 

she suggests progress is being made, "To believe in education 

is to believe in the future, to believe in what may be accomplished 

If it seems naively American to· put so much stock in 

schools, colleges, universities, and the endless prospect of 

self-improvement and social improvement, it is an admirable, and 

perhaps even a noble, flaw" (330), The Troubled Crusade is well 

worth a careful reading--perhaps even a re-reading, 

BOOK REVIEW 

WRITING TO CREATE OURSELVES 

by Linda Hunter 

Ten years ago when I began teaching eighth graders, I came 

across The Whispering Wind, a collection of poems by American 

Indian students, edited by T. D. Allen, in the poetry section of 

the old Rochester Central Junior High library. I was struck by 

the freshness of the imagery and strength of the individual 

poet's voice. In fact I copied several to use in teaching a unit 

on Light in the Forest. I hadn't ·,thought about them in years 

till I encountered one of them in Allen's book, Writing to Create 

Ourselves. She quotes Agnes Pratt's poem which I first encountered 

ten years ago: 

Shut up and leave me by, 

I'm lonely, 

Can't you see? 

Take your serpent slit-eyed grin 

And squirm beneath a rock. 

If you can recall what door 

You slitered under to come in, 

Use it when you slithered out again. 

I was delighted to hear from the teacher who elicited that poem 

as well as the others I had enjoyed, 

Allen outlines the philosophy and pedagogical methods that 

produced the poetry as well as Miracle Hill: The Story of~ 

Navaho~. a book by one of her students, now in its third 

printing, Her philosophy follows the same principles as Ken 

Macrorie, Peter Elbow, and the National Writing Projects around 

the country, She also echoes Donald Murray (and others) stating, 

"the core of my own method is not writing but rewriting," 

Apparently she assumes a conservative teaching audience, because 

she speaks of her approach (teaching writing first, grammar 

second) as teaching English "upside down." Many of us would feel 

she taught it right side up! Her premises include: 

(1) Teachers must believe that and convince students 

that they have something to say, 

(2) Teachers must discover each student's experience-

-6S- based subject , 




