
Another truism is that more people will write to register 
di sapproval than approval. In this case, only 30% of the sample 
reported attempts at what they saw as censorship. The other 70% 
reported no such efforts and had relatively very little to say 
about the matter. 

From a. first-hand investigation of censorship in Minneso·ta 
within the last three years, this writer knows of at least two 
dozen other cases which were not reported in this preliminary 
survey. Much of the controversial material constituted both 
text and trade books in the elementary schools. Some of the 
disputed books included the Landmark series, newer, more realistic 
stories for the younger adolescent, and picture books for the 
young child whi:.h off a1C: 'c d ,,·,1r,1en, religious, ethnic and racial 
groups because of illustrations and/or language. Quite a few 
books bothered adults because of the way they depicted American 
ideal s , history, and heroes. Specific examples are below; one 
can only conjecture about their not being mentioned in this 
s urvey. 

Parents in St. Cloud elementary schools objected to Marguerite 
Henry's horse stories, in which the stable boys were black. Her 
Album of Horses was singled out as presenting a negative image 
of the Native American. 

Several incidents occurred -in St. Paul. A representative 
of the Migrant Tutorial Council complained about the untrue 
picture of Mexican Americans in Marie Hall Ets' Bad Bo y , Good Bo y . 
This book is in the . library, but not in the stacks and is no 
longer used by classroom teachers. Model eity personnel protested 
the s.tory of Little Black Samba; the teac_her ignored the protest. 
The same teacher received complaints about Garth Williams ' Rabbit's 
Wedding. A sixth-grade teache r and school officials were 
severely criticized for using a version of Epimonades as the 
school play. Few adults were aware of the dramatic plans of the 
sixth grade. 

Specific Landmark books re-evaluated include Neuberger's 
Lewis and Clark Expedition. High school teachers objected to the 
treatment of Native Americans. The same protest was made about 
Ha ~vey's Texas Rangers. Both books have been removed from the 
stacks in Minneapolis. 

An Alexandria teacher received complaints about the excessive 
patriotism in Johnny Tremaine, A member of the Human Relations 
Council in Anoka objected to remarks made about Native Americans 
in Polit's Little Leo. 

Some librarians have stated flatly they will not order books 
over 200 pages long for their schools. 

Taking heed of our own warning, we can say very little about 
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the state of censorship among Minnesota English teachers. We 
either do not know much about the matter, or we ·do not care enough 
to inform others, or we -do not think it sufficiently important 
to be of concern. What do you think? Do we have the matter 
well in hand, or are we wearing rose-colored glasses? 

The Censors are Coming 

The censors are coming! 

The censors are coming! 

One if by phone 

Two if by mail 

Procedure and policies are of little ~vail! 

The librarian in the libr~ry 

The teacher in class 

Hae;! better be ready f9r a kick in the BLEEP! 

(censored) 

Ruth M. Stein 
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