
CENSORSHIP OF THE FILM, THE LOTTERY 
by Marie A. Stehr 

"The Lottery", a 16mm film produced by Encyclope
dia Britannica Corporation in 1970, was banned in St. 
Anthony-New Brighton and Forest Lake School Districts 
in the spring of 1978. The film was based on the 
short story, "The Lottery", written by Shirley Jackson 
in 1948. Because of the censor-controversy in these 
two school districts, teachers in the Minneapolis/St. 
Paul Metropolitan Area may have hesitated to use the 
film during the 1978-1979 school year. 

In order to determine the effect of the censor
ship cases a questionnaire was used to survey English 
teachers in a nearby school district. Forty-eight 
questionnaires were distributed to. English teachers in 
grades seven through twelve on April 9, 1979. Forty-
five questionnaires were returned and thirty-seven 
were answered. 

In general the results of the survey showed that 
"The Lottery" was not used in the School district in 
1978-1979 because it no longer fit the curriculum. 
There was little concern for negative reaction by 
parents, teachers, and administration. Only one 
teacher checked the concerns fpr negative reactions 
as the only reason for not using the film. When "The 
Lottery" was shown I 

in the past, ~o one questioned its 
use. Almost all teachers knew about the controversy 
in other school districts, but no one checked 
challenges in Forest Lake and St. Anthony School 
Districts as a reason for not using the film. 

According to the results of the survey, English 
teachers did not change their use of the "The 
Lottery" because of the censorship cases. Teachers 
did not use the film because it was no longer appro
priate for the· curriculum. However, teachers should 
have been asked the last time "The Lottery" was used 
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in their classes and exactly when the curriculum 
changed. This information might indicate that the 
teachers stopped using the film at the time of the 
controversy and were not totally honest on the 

questionnaire. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

COMPOSITE OF QUESTIONNAIRE FINDINGS 

PERCENTAGE DATA 

How long have you taught English 

Has the curriculum that you 

teach changed significantly 

in the past five years? 

Have the textbooks that 

you use changed in the 

past five years? 

Have you ever used the 

short story, "The 

Lottery", by Shirley 

Jackson? 

Have you ever used the film, 

The Lottery, with the 

students in your classes? 

Have you ever used the film, 

The Lottery, with the 

companion discussion film 

in your classes? 

yes_ 67~l no 

yes 66% no 

yes 51% no 

yes____l_§_! no 

yes 24% no 

years 

33% 

34% 

49% 

62% 

76% 

Did you or will you use the 

film, The Lottery, this 

year? ye s_____1!__ no _9 7 % 

If the answer to number 7 is no, check all of the 
following that apply. 

Reasons for not using the film, The Lottery: 

18% 

39% 

10% 

no longer using the short story 

the film does not fit the curriculum 

the film is in poor condition 

an alternative item is being used to teach 

the same idea 
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9. 

8% 

2% 

2% 

21% 

the discussion film is poor 

challenges in Forest Lake and St. Anthony 

School D.istricts 

concern for negative reaction by parents 

concern for negative reaction by teachers 

concern for negative reaction by 

administration 

concern for negative reaction by students 

other - please specify 

Are you aware of the con

troversy in other school 

districts concerning this 

film? yes 92% no 8% 

10. Has anyone questioned your 

use of the film? 

11. Do you want a copy of the 

survey results? 

Comments: 

yes 

.yes 

0 no 100% 

_ 59% no 41% 

When I wrote the paper in 1979 I really felt "The 

Lottery had been censored in surrounding school 

districts. The survey of teachers indicated that 

changes in the curriculum accounted for the film's lack 

of use. Even now, after three years I wonder if the 

teachers were intimidated. It would be interesting 

to me to know if the film is used in Minnesota now. 
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NEW EDITION OF "ALL ABOUT LETTERS" 

HELPS WRITERS BE THEMSELVES ON PAPER 

by Diane Allen 

URBANA, ILLINOIS, SEPTEMBER 13--A revised edition 

of the popular booklet "All About Letters" is 

scheduled for publication this month. The National 

Council of Teachers of English is cooperating with 

the U.S. Postal Service to distribute the new illus

trated publication, which in its previous edition sold 

more than 100,000 copies. Designed for individual use 

and for teachers and students from the sixth grade up, 

"All About Letters" highlights the importance of letter 

writing and receiving letters, tells how to write 

better letters more easily, and offers a wide variety 

of useful information for letter-writers. The booklet 

will be released during National Card and Letter

Writing Week, September 19-23. 

Celebrities from sports, entertainment, and the 

arts contributed letters to the new edition. Tennis 

greats Tracy Austin and Arthur Ashe, champion golfer 

Lee Trevino, television personality Captain Kangaroo, 

former football star Darrell Stingley, singer Stevie 

Wonder, and E.B. White, author of Charlotte's Web, tell 

what letters mean in their lives, as ways of sharing 

thoughts and feelings, building friendships, and pre

serving memories. Their photos and pictures of high 

school letter writers and readers enliven the 8 1/2-x-ll 

format. 

For teachers, "All About Letters" supplies ideas 

for class discussion and student projects on business 

and personal letter-writing. One section explains 

how to write to the President, a representative in 

Congress, and other public officia1s. Others give 

tips on making your meaning clear, being yourself when 

writing letters, and penning lively postcards from 

your travels. Judith Martin, author of the "Miss 

Manners" advice column, offers witty suggestions on 
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