
writing than the first. Rather than the content of the course, 

changes might possibly need to be effected in instructional 

strategies and techniques before the course might influence the 

qualify of the student's writing, just as those in Sample B 

believe. 

Perhaps the relationship of one course with many others is too 

tenuous to be significant. Despite the sophistication of 

analysis of covariance, isolating one course and asking it to 

show an impact on sixty others may be too extreme a request. 

Why students who were equal in composition ability and who 

received composition instruction did not have GPAs at least 

consistently equal to their peers who received no instruction 

might not be explained by what does or does not happen in the 

classroom, More important than freshman composition or the know

ledge and skills the student already has might be the student's 

personality, his or her needs and desires. The self-perception 

and motivation of the exempted student may differ from that of 

his or her nonexempted counterpart. Sex, major, and composition 

ability may be less significant in their relationship to GPA than 

intellectual curiosity, ambition, or goal-orientation, 

Perhaps, after all, I have heeded the moral at the end of 

Thurber's "The Unicorn in the Garden" fable: "Don't count your 

boobies until they are hatched," Fortunately for me as a 

researcher, Sample B did not earn higher GPAs than Sample A. If 

they had and if I had offered their GPAs as evidence of the claim 

that instruction in Composition I improves student writing 

ability, the post hoc fallacy could have added another to its 

legions, Unfortunately for the course, my colleagues, and me as 

a teacher, I have no score gains study that would have precluded 

the post hoc fallacy and satisfied any number fascinated adminis

trator. Irrefutable statistical support for claims of the 

efficacy of freshman composition I don't have, but supporting 

anecdotes I do, Although their numbers are few, the students 

themselves have made positive statements about English 101 and 

have taken a strong position on the importance of composition 

ability and its role in academic performance. 
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A BIBLIOGRAPHIC SUMMARY OF PROPOSAL INFORMATION 

by Margaret L. Somers 

Lois DebaRey says in her seminal article, "The Persuasive 

Proposal" 

" .•. effective salesmanship is the basis of 

most successful human endeavors." 

This sums up, in my opinion, the essence of proposal writing. 

Understanding this simple, but over-riding, principle is basic 

for the successful proposal writer. However, my goal here is to 

summarize the information available about proposal writing. 

In researching what people are saying about proposal 

writing, how to do it and how to teach it to other people, I 

used several avenues. They included: 

1. an ERIC search 

2, a request for research information from the Big-10 and 

Big-8 universities 

J, a request for proposal information from all the major 

government agencies and departments, such as NIH and HEW 

The ERIC search netted 39 entries from 1978 to the present, 

Fifteen of these were on proposal writing for higher education, 

13 were on general proposals, 6 were in communication, 4 were on 

writing grant proposals to help children, and 1 w2.s in the arts. 

Each of these articles said what Lois Debakey said, only 

with a specific emphasis in the area of interest. The articles 

on higher education emphasize bibliographic documentation; the 

articles in the general area simply emphasize sales; in communica

tion·, children, and the arts, the emphasis seems to be on 

establishing need and community involvement. Each of these 

articles is helpful and yet, when read as a group, I found them 

rather diffusive. In other words, I had trouble pin-pointing 

what they were trying to say except that all of them were 

saying what Debakey said: sales, sales, sales. 

The gov~rnment information, on the other hand, was in

triguingly compact, rigid in its rules and format requirements 

and extraordinarily complete. The Department ·of Defense (DOD) 

had the tersest grant information, the Department of Health and 

113 



Human Services (HHC) (formerly the Department of Housing and 

Education and Welfare (HEW)) had the most complete information. 

The government agencies and departments seem t know exactly 

what they expect to see. If a grant proposal writer can show 

them what they want to see he or she will at least "make the 

first cut." 

On the other hand, the people who sent me things from the 

Big-8 and the Big-10 schools were very diverse in their informa

tion, The school that cu=ently seems to be the most organized 

and spot-on about grant proposal writing is Kansas State 

University (KSU) at Manhattan. KSU offers suggestions in 

pamphlet form, flyer form, ( which I had never seen before) and 

booklet form, The directors of that office, seem to put their 

own advice into effect in the literature they provide to the KSU 

faculty. This information, called TIPS, includes the following, 

which I quote with their permission. 

CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE 

(cfdaO--provides descriptions of all Federal programs, 

including information on authorizing legislation, 

purposes, eligibility, appropriations, information 

contacts, application procedures, award processes, and 

related programs. Identifies the CFDA number for each 

program. NOTE: Since the Catalog is published by the 

Office of Management and Budget (OMD) it often does not 

include programs for which the Administration has 

proposed phase-out. 

FEDERAL REGISTER--contains the legal publication of 

all program regulations (proposed and final), 

announcements of deadlines, funding criteria, etc., 

for Federal programs. The Federal Register is 

published daily by the U.S. Government Printing Office, 

COMMERCE BUSINESS DAILY (CBD)-- contains announcements 

of Requests for Proposals (RFP's) and contracts to be 

aHarded by Federal agencies. The CBD is published 

daily by the U.S. Government Printing Office. 

THE GUIDE TO FEDERAL ASSISTi;NCE---provides current 
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information (program purpose, eligibility, application 

process, program contracts, etc ,) for more than 200 

programs which fund various college and university 

projects. A two-volume commercial publication up

dated monthly by Wellborn Associates, Inc. 

ANNUAL REGISTER OF GRANT SUPPORT' (ARGS)--contains 

general information on professional association, Federal 

program, and private foundation support--listed by sub

ject area. Includes many private sources not included 

in other reference books. Information on Federal 

funding is not always current. Published annually 

by Marquis Academic Media, 
FOUNDATION DIRECTORY--lists over 2,500 private founda-

tions by state. Provides a brief description of 

each foundation's interests and scope, with basic 

information about annual funding, size of grants, 

officers, board members and the grant application 

procedures. Published annually by the Foundation Center . 

FOUNDATION GRANTS INDEX--includes detailed summaries 

of grants made the previous year by some 350 of the 

largest American grantmaking foundations. 

annually by the Foundation Center, 

Published 

THE FOUNDATION CENTER SOURCE BOOK PROFILES--provides 

substantive profiles of a factual nature regarding the 

funding activities of the 500 largest American 

foundations, Information is updated regularly through

out the year by the Foundation Center. 

GRANTS INFORMATION SYSTEM--provides cu=ent information 

about grant programs available from Federal and state 

governments, private foundations, associations, 

corporations for research, training, and innovative 

efforts. Included in the service are monthly 

editions of the Faculty Alert Bulletin, which are 

organized in separate interest areas, including 

creative and performing arts, education, health, 

humanities, physical and life sciences, and social 
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sciences, A service of the Oryx Press. 

THE TAFI' CORPORATE FOUNDATION DIRECTORY--describes 

and defines more than JOO corporate foundations that 

are potential sources of money for non-profit 

institutions. Information ·includes program contacts, 

types of grants, areal of interests, size of grants, 

etc. Published by the Taft Corporation in 1977, 

WASHINGTON INFORMATION DIRECTORY--provides easy access 

to information about which Federal agencies provide 

which services, and which agencies deal with which 

kinds of policies. The Directory can help identify 

who in Washington has the relevant information about 

a particular topic. Published annually by Congressional 

Quarterly, Inc. 

FEDERAL YELLOW BOOK--contains telephone numbers of most 

federal officials who direct or administer grant 

programs. A loose-leaf federal telephone directory 

published and· .updated periodically by the Congressional 

Monitor. 

In addition to these general sources, we also have 

resource materials which provide information about 

special types of grants, such as fellowships, special 

interest groups, such as minorities and specific 

disciplines, such as the arts. 

Other materials in our library include books and 

pamphlets on proposal writing · and specific guidelines 

for numerous Federal programs. 

The CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE is the largest 

and best of the grant scource catalogs. The FEDERAL REGISTER and 

the COMMERCE BUSINESS DAILY offer contractual sources for grants 

or what your students might think of as free-lance work. The 

ANNUAL REGISTER OF GRANT SUPPORT and the FOUNDATION DIRECTORY are 

non-federal granting agencies, The others on this list are also 

non-federal supporting agencies. One might want to add the "TIPS" 

list the DIRECTORY OF RESEARCH GRANTS and the GRANTS REGISTER, 
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St,1dents looking at this list and understanding the variety 

of grant requests, as well as grant requirements, might be 

stimulated to better proposal writing by knowing· the variety of 

audiences and needs that are available. 

The best teaching chapter on proposal writing that I have 

found is Chapter 13, "Proposals," from How to Write for the World 

of Work (2nd Ed.) Pearsall and Cunningham, Holt-Rinehart 

Winston, 1982, This chapter breaks down proposals into solicited 

and unsolicited proposals, gives examples of different kinds of 

organizations' requirements and, in general, makes available to 

the student what proposal writing entails. Pearsall and " 

Cunningham reference Frank R Smith, "Engineering Proposals, 

f O 
Handbook of Technical Writing Practices (Volume 1) edited by 

r m ==== _ = ==-- :.:..=-== 
Jordan, Klinman and Schimberg, Wiley Press, 1971, However, I 

think that the Pearsall-Cunningham chapter is more readable than 

rt · 1 to the point for a teacher that article and is ce ain Y more 

trying to explain proposal writing to students. 
To go back to the Lois Debakey article, she quotes Samuel 

Johnson as having said, "no man but a blockhead ever wrote except 

for money." That is the beginning and the end of proposal 

writing. There are a number of good articles available, a 

bibliography of which I have appended. They all say the same 

thing, however: sales, information and again sales. 

There is now an automatic data search facility available, 

SPIN (Sponsored Promotion Informati en Network) that accesses 

have grants available. SPIN, unfortunately, 
700 institutions that 

h F xample if you were uses very broad topic title searc es. ore , 

researching a Shakespearean subject you would ask SPIN for 

literature and then narrow the request topic further from there. 

I am confident that SPIN will be used extensively enough to merit 

expansion and more defined search capacity soon. 

Daniels, 

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY: PROPOSALS 

c · E A Budget Primer and Worksheets for Proposal 
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BOOK REVIEW 

by Nancy MacKenzie 

Charles Bazerman. The Informed Writer. Houghton, Mifflin, 1981, 

360 pages. 

The Informed Writer is a text that claims to teach "the 

skills that allow a writer to transform a stack of loosely related 

sources into an original, well-supported, thoughtful, coherent 

argument." The book in fact does this and more- -and it's the 

"more" that makes this a unique text, well worth a second look. 

It does a good job in teaching the mechanics of the research 

paper--notes, library searches, bibliography--but so do a dozen 

other texts on the market today. 

What's unique about The Informed Writer is the emphasis it 

puts on that otherwise neglected but crucial part of researching 

a paper: reading skills, skills we rarely try to teach in any 

organized way: paraphrasing, summarizing, reacting by means of 

annotation, analyzing the author's purpose, and reviewing a book, 

show, or product. The first three of these are skills we demand 

of students, but never fully or methodically teach them. And 

they are skills that can make the difference between a solid, 

intelligent paper and a tedious string of quotations. 

Each of these five chapters explains the technique and gives 

good, usable exercises. The chapters are full of examples 

which are carefully chosen to develop a single subject. For 

instance, the chapter on summarizing uses a series of examples 

drawn from the field of sleep research, and the student is 

guided toward seeing the need to make sense of different, some

times conflicting sources. The examples are also well-chosen in 

that they are unusua,l for composition texts, and hence are a 

breath of fresh air for teachers and students alike. 

Those opening five chapters make the book a different and 

an exciting text. Part II is called "Using Sources Creatively," 

and deals with comparing one's reading with personal experience, 

comparing and synthesizing sources, and actually writing the 

research paper. These chapters are good, if less unique, and 

they work in the classroom quite well. The combination of 
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