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Classroom Relevant Research in the Language Arts is the fifth 

in a series of periodic reviews of language arts research published 

by the Association. Considering the current interest in sKills 

development and the demand for a return to the "basics," such a 

review is especially valuable in that it focuses on studies which 

examine the viability and success or failure of programs intended 

to meet contemporary educational goals. 

The book is divided into 13 chapters, including an introduction 

and epilogue. Research in these fields is reviewed: visual liter-

acy, critical thinking, foreign languages, English as a second 

language, listening, reading, composition and creative writing, 

spelling and handwriting, literature. u• with a few exceptions the 

research reviewed has been published since 197(). The coordinators 

were selective in th · hi eir co ce of research; contributing authors 

were urged to choose the most pertinent current studies. The review 

does not pretent to be comprehensive. 

Generally each chapter opens with an overview and an enumeration 

of research categories. For e l i 11 xamp e, n Visual Literacy" there are 

four categories: what is visual literacy; why is visual literacy 

important; what does research contribute to visual literacy; how 

88 

• 

• 

are visual literacy programs implemented. In most cases, each 

chapter ends with a brief sunnnary, most of which reach similar con

clusions: we don't really know enough yet about this particular 

area; we haven't been able to identify a best procedure because of 

research limitations; researchers often reach dramatically opposing 

conclusions like these, suggesting that not enough research has been 

done on more fundamental matters; etc. 

Do not misinterpret the tone of the above. Classroom Relevant 

Research is an important resource text; teachers at any level can 

use it to guide their reading in areas of interest, to develop and 

implement new techniques or to find evaluations of techniques and 

programs already in use. But it is not a book to be read cover to 

cover in a sitting or two; no review of research is. The number of 

articles, books and dissertations cited is impressive and somewhat 

overwhelming. Perhaps they stand as a testament to the diligence 

of the researchers, but this reader felt that some sharper focus 

might have been more productive. In his concluding remarks, Mr. 

Shane acknowledges the reality of a dwindling student population 

and a more cost conscious government. These have created "unfavor

able conditions" for educational research, conditions which he hopes 

will be changed. At the risk of sounding like I oppose research, 

perhaps it would be better if they weren't. With less money avail

able for research and smaller number of sources for gathering data, 

we can assume that researchers will be forced to be more accountable, 
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their goals scrutinized more closely. L i • ess sn t necessarily more, 

but the research done under these conditions has, I feel, more of a 

chance to be significant both to specialists and teachers alike. 

And that is an important goal: classroom relevant research. 

WHAT? 

WHEN? 

WHERE? 

WHY? 

HOW? 

WHO? 

MCTE ANNOUNCES "CONVENTION 1980" 

May 2 & 3 

Normandy Inn, Duluth, Minnesota 

To explore cross-curricular aspects of the language 
arts, particularly reading and writing. 

Panels, lectures, demonstrations workshops, 
informal conversation ' 

Language arts teachers at all levels-
elementary, secondary, college 

WATCH FOR FURTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REGISTRATION MATERIALS IN 
THE SPRING. 

Program Call 

Persons wishing to suggest programs or to present programs during 

the Spring 1980 MCTE Convention should contact: 

Jim Olsen, 2020 Arkwright, St. Paul, MN 55117. 
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NEW CAREERS FOR TEACHERS 
Carol Holmberg 
Chairperson, Careers and Job 
Opportunities Committee 

Since beginning work on the MCTE Careers and Job Opportunities 

Committee, I have discovered, not surprisingly, that most teachers 

do not wish to pursue alternative careers. Despite retrenchment 

policies, falling enrollments, cutbacks, we all long for "one more 

year" and avoid all references to career counseling, job placement 

services or to our "transferable skills." Rightly or wrongly, study 

of the Liberal Arts fosters a disinclination towards business and 

commerce, and, like Bartleby the Scrivener, we would "prefer not to." 

This attitude must change. Dozens of teachers are being "re

leased from their contractural obligations" yearly and must seek new 

careers, a reality which nothing can efface. This reality can be 

ameliorated, however, by the conscious adoption, within our ranks, 

of a~~ imperative. We must give serious consideration to 

the process of career and life planning for teachers, and to the 

development of a Minnesota-based career planning project which is 

rational, systematic, effective and humane. 

Many career change programs have been developed in recent years 

to meet the needs of college faculty and other professionals forced 

to consider new career options. Those individuals who successfully 

achieve new careers as a result of these programs have common 

characteristics: they manage to adopt a positive attitude toward 

new career exploration; they initiate the career change process 
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