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Exploring ways for children to respond more thoughtfully to books 

through using different modes in the language arts is at the heart of Inviting 

Children's Responses to Literature: Guides co 57 Notable Books edited by Amy 

A. McClure and Janice V. Kristo. This collection of practical guides steers 

students toward a course of discovery and adventure by providing opportunities 

to develop activities grounded in reader-response theory. McClure and Kristo 

advocate reading good books and then engaging readers in rich conversations as 

a way of creating fresh text interpretations and furthering children's growth in 

using language imaginatively. In keeping with Louise Rosenblatt's landmark 

work Literature As Exploration (1938), they believe it is crucial to start with a 

child's agenda for reading and then capitalize on his or her power to bring 

meaning to the text through initial personal response. As they state in their 

introduction, "We want children to not only learn how to read, but also to 

become readers. We consider children's enjoyment and interpretation of 

literature to be our foremost concern." 

In their book are practical guides for teachers and children (preschool 

through middle school readers) to create more authentic conversations and 

curiosities about reading and books. Each response guide consists of suggested 

grade levels, a plot summary, teaching suggestions, and a list of related books. 

These guides, written by members of the Notable Children's Trade Books in the 

Language Arts Committee, are resources for many outstanding children's books. 

An accompanying bibliography ends each section. 

For example, in Gary Paulson's The Winter Room, a plot summary 

highlights a Minnesota family's farm life through the seasons of the year in a 
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succinct portrayal; the plot summary is itself a model of outstanding writing 

through one reader's interpretation of the text. Then the four teaching sugges• 

tions allow for a range of responses and activities for readers in grades 4-8. 

Lastly, there is a list of books to explore farm life for either an individual's 

extended reading list or a more developed class unit on the topic. 

In Tar Beach by Faith Ringgold, Cassie Louise Lightfoot, the heroine, 

embodies the concerns and experiences of a black woman in America struggling 

to "fly free" and find bold, creative ways to accomplish new visions for herself 

and her family. The teaching suggestions for this book summon multiple experi• 

ences to stimulate critical thinking for readers in grades 2-5. At the end of the 

book is an additional list of over 100 notable books for teachers and readers to 

extend ideas and themes for further inquiry. 

Inviting Children's Responses to Li terature is a well crafted book that 

provides readers with genuine experiences to engage successfully with the world 

of the text. 
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