
Call for Papers for the 
Minnesota English J oumal 

For the Spring and Fall 1995 issues 

Here are some suggested topics: 

• "Best Brief Strategies" (50-200 w d d . . 
techniques) or escnpt1ons of successful teaching 

• Original poetry: your own or that of yo d 
• F ll l ur stu ents 

u ength essays on teaching strategies/class . . . 
• Rhetoric/teaching composition room act1v1t1es 
• Language issues 
• Literary theory 
• Composition research 

• Literary criticism/ analysis with an aw f h' 
• Censorship issues areness o teac mg 

• Teaching critical thinking 
• Discussions of unique courses or r . 
• Reading - research and peda op ograms m English/Language Arts 
• N r • . 1· g gy onuct1on 1terature 
• Professional issues 

• Writing across the curriculum ( • I l 
• Canadian literature for Amer· particdu ar y descriptions of programs) 
• B'b . . 1can stu ents 

I liograph1es relating to the previous t . 
• R · f op1cs ev1ew o current books 
• Children's literature 
• American literature 
• British literature 
• World literature 
• Literature for young adults 

• "To Air is Human" humorous or thou ht k' 
spellings or unexpected Ian l -provo mg examples of mis-

guage use rom student and faculty papers 
Use MLA style; include a version f . 
sible. o your article on computer diskette if pos-

Send manuscripts to: 
Gayle Gaskill 

# 4139 Department of English 
College of St. Catherine 
2004 Randolph Ave. 
St. Paul MN 55105 

iv 

Or Call: 

tel. and voice mail: (612) 690-6857 
fax: (612) 690-6459 

e-mail: ggaskill@alex.stkate.edu 

To Our Readers: 

This issue of the Minnesota English loyrna! has six stimulating articles and 
six reviews, all focused on strategies for teaching and thinking about language arts 
and literature. NCTE president-elect Miriam T. Chaplin summarizes issues in the 
NCTE's demanding effort to establish national standards for students, an effort 
which implies national standards for their teachers as well. As Dr. Chaplin points 
out, the language arts are the foundation of all educational standards. Meanwhile, 
Suzanne L. Bunkers, Paul Carney, and Hildy Miller-in humorous, scientific, and 
narrative styles-present their strategies to involve students in reading critically, 
confidently, and attentively. Finally, Louis Garrett presents the contest between 
love and time in Shakespeare's sonnets, and an international scholar, Zuo, 
Zhicheng, recognizes our language's linguistic debt to Chinese culture. 

Once more you've sent contributions to the new column To Air is Human, 
humorous or thought-provoking examples of misspellings or unexpected language 
use from student papers. We all enjoy sharing innocent linguistic slips and unin
tended puns. Please continue to send them to me with the grade level and anything 
else I need to create a context. 

Book Reviews: As you see from the Announcements page, I'm actively 
recruiting your reviews of timely, helpful publications. Call or e-mail your sugges
tions, and I'll see to it that you get the books so that Mfil readers can have your 
insights. 

Original Poetry: This issue includes some poetry by MCTE members. I'd 
enjoy reading yours or that of any students whose work merits sharing with MCTE 
members. 

Finally, I'd like to revive the Best Brief Strategies column started in the 
summer issue. Send me-in 500 words or fewer-some simple, practical classroom 
technique. Perhaps this is a new device you've just tried, or it's something your 
chair, your students, or a colleague once praised, and you said, "Oh that? But I've 
always done that. Doesn't everybody?'' Here's a sample: on the first day of class 1 
give my students index cards and ask them to write their names, telephone numbers, 
majors, career goals, and something interesting about themselves. That day I read 
the interesting bits from the cards aloud to help students get acquainted. Through
out the term I deal out the cards unto the desk as my seating chart and attendance 
tally. Afterwards I merge them alphabetically into my Lifetime File so that years 
later when the phone rings and a now unfamiliar voice says, "Hi, Dr. Gaskill. 
Remember me?'' after just a moment of searching-I do. Now it's your tum. I know 
you have a more clever teaching trick than mine. Share it with us. ·· 

Of course, I'm pleased to continue the MEi's tradition of publishing excel
lent, thought-provoking research articles of conventional length-IO to 15 pages 
typescript, MLA style. Let me know your suggestions for the journal. 
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