
committee members include: Donald Ross, University of Minnesota; 

Larry Risser, Southwest High School and Minneapolis; Norma 

Thomson, Blake School; and Claudia Risnes of Blaine Senior High 

School. Rebecca Rapport, our M.C.T.E. Censorship Chair, has been 

attending the meetings of the Minnesota Coalition Against Censor

ship, and recently has been named Vice President of the Coalition 

for next year. Art Walzer, Past President, and Margaret Hennen, 

Treasurer, have been assisting Edna Downing as she assembles in

formation for our 25th year history which will be distributed at 

our spring conference. President-Elect, Shirley Vaux has been a 

contributing member of the Guthrie Theatre's Teacher Advisory 

Board, This group of Minnesota teachers work with Guthrie staff 

in writing teacher guides and student guides for teachers who 

bring groups of students to the Guth.rie. Shirley and two other 

teachers recently produced the guides for Importance of Being 

Earnest. As Local Arrangements Chair for our upcoming first 

National Cosponsored workshop with N.C.T.E., I'd like to report 

that the February 4th composition and research workshop to be led 

by member Thea Holtan has over 40 people registered, and the 

secondary workshop on February 11 has openings. The registration 

fee is $16.00 and includes lunch for this all-day workshop. If 

you know of interested people, please have them contact me. Many 

thanks to these involved, energetic members for keeping our or

ganization vital and strong. 

The theme for our upcoming conference is "Avoiding 1984: 

Teaching for Freedom and Excellence." Professor Elmer Suderman, 

M,C,T.E. Vice President and Program Chair, is busy contacting 

key speakers and getting the program together. Our elementary, 

secondary,. and college literature and composition chairs take the 

responsibility of finding session leaders and chairs for their 

groups. The following people are chairing committees: 

Mary Kay Rummel, Elementary Section; Mark Youngstrom, Secorrlary 

Section; Sandra Bennett, College Composition; and Eddice Barber, 

College Literature. Eddice Barber is also our Local Arrangements 

Chair for t he spring conference. This is a big job, and if you 

could or would like to help with registration, exhibits, hosting, 

publicity, etc ., please get in touch with her at Mankato State 

University. See you in May. 

-2- Mary Jane Hanson 

THE TIME WE BEAT THE RUSSIANS 

by Don H, Otto 

We just hadn't thought about being recalled to active duty. 

I was teaching high school English by day and selling storm windows 

in my spare time. Like my friends, I was busy paying on a mortgage, 

putting rugs on the floor, worrying about college for the kids. 

Then it happended. 

Sputnik flew in October of 1957, 

Almost at once, an admiral and his friends alerted the nation 

to the cause: the Russian schools had been beating the American 

schools. 

You could have fooled me. Our high school just played other 

teams in the state. 

Congress and the White House and Henry R. Luce supported the 

admiral: American schools were to blame for Sputnik - over booze 

with education bureaucrats, they all agreed that classroom 

teachers were guilty. 

You know how it goes: Rickhover to President to Congress to 

the governors to their education generals to the colonels out in 

the school districts to the captains in charge of the schools. 

Finally, each captain lines up her/his common soldiers in faculty 

meeting and tells them where the responsibility lies. 

Well, we had been getting little raises all along, so I 

decided I could cut down on the part-time work and grade two 

hundred papers a week. That was t he main difference for me. We 

were already teaching English ,and American literature to all stu

dents and preparing them for it with introductory courses from 

books with titles like Literature and Life and Adventures in 

Literature . Our job was to help our kids enjoy good literature 

and see its relation to their own lives; we took the job seriously 

because we liked both the books and the kids. But, admittedly, 

we had been neglecting those stacks of papers . 

Average hours on the job rose from fifty to seventy per week. 

The kids worked harder, too. After all, their aim was to get to 

a good college ; they needed respectable grades in English as well 

as in math, science, social studies, and foreign language. But 

we still had fun. 

-J-



Our superintendent had a simple test for success. He got 

representative grads to meet a year later with his high school 

principals and te-ll them how they felt about their preparation for 

college and for life. The grads visited classes, too, I particu

larly remember a young woman who had been in my class as a sophomore, 

a junior, and a senior, winding up with a~- She was making a~ 

in her college English class, and she was happy about it; like my 

other visitors, she told my students that the hard work was worth 

it, They believed what she said, 

We were all in it together, teachers and students and parents, 

with the administration watching from the reviewing stands. We 

beat the Russians. 

Soon after our victory, most colleges found they could drop 

Bonehead English courses. Test scores were high, More important, 

our future engineers and scientists and accountants could write 

clear English sentences. Most important, I think, they all knew 

about Keats and Shakespeare, Twain and Dickinson, and the rest of 

their cultural past. Unlike the educated Russian diplomat I met 

on an English train last year, they had explored great ideas, not 

just facts. 

In 1966, the Dartmouth Conference broke the pattern. Then 

came the new Deweyism, the new vocationalism, the misbegotten 

elective programs, and the rest. Literature and writing just 

about disappeared. 

But for ten years American high school English teachers 

and their students beat the Russians. They could do it again. 

IF================================================] 

ii II 
11 Thank you to al 1 members who offered to ii 
II 11 

ii review books for MEJ. Your names are on ii 
II 11 
Ii :file and you will be contacted for reviews . ii 
ii Two reviews appear in this issue, ii Ii ii 
II_======================. =========================~ 
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25 YEARS OF ADOLESCENT LITERATURE 

by Anna Stensland Lidberg 

Looking back over twenty-five years of adolescent litera

ture -- the period of the existence of the Minnesota Council of 

Teachers of English -- we find profound changes have occu=ed. Bea 

Knodel in the Winter-Spring 1983 issue of the Minnesota English 

Journal recognizes one way in which adolescent literature has not 

really changed: few good books with significant young women 

characters are being written ("Still Far from Equal -- Young 

Women in Literature for Adolescents," pp. 1-5). Although the 

last decade has seen an increased number of adolescent books 

written by competent women authors Judy Blume, Lois Duncan, 

Paula Danziger, Sue Ellen Bridger, S. E. Hinton, Norma Klein, 

Sandra Scoppeton, Jeanette Eyerly, Judith Guest, Madeleine 

L'Engle, just to mention a few -- young women tend to be flat and 

one dimensional in their development, Our generation needs a 

modern Charlotte Bronte or Jane Austen. But in spite of this 

pattern we seem unable to break, other changes have occu=ed: 

the disappearance of the taboos against adolescent smoking, 

drinking, swearing and erotic love; the development of what was 

a budding science fiction genre among writers for adolescents in 

the early ]96O's into an acceptance by teenagers of fantasy; and 

finally the evolving of some fantasy, along with the greater 

freedom to deal with sex, into all kinds of ho=or books. 

In 1955 Richard Alm pointed out," ... most novelists present 

a sugar puff story of what adolescents should do and should 

believe rather than what adolescents may or will do and believe." 

("The Glitter and the Gold.'' English Journal,- September, 1955, 

pp. 315-322) In his 1964 edition of Literature Study in the 

High Schools, Dwight Burton wrote, "The 'seamy' side of life is 

generally avoided; erotic drives are ignored; smoking and 

drinking are seldom alluded to (adolescents, of course, never 

drink in the books); swearing and bad grammar are avoided -

these are some of the most obvious taboos," (p. 62) Seldom 

were adolescents' problems left unsolved at the end of the novel. 

The quality of the novel was judged primarily on the ease or 
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