
of more contemporary theorists, primarily Paulo Friere and Antonio Gramsci. 

Villanueva takes the reader from his neighborhood through his elementary and 

secondary years through his time in the military during the Vietnam era to his 

years as an assistant professor at a Midwestern university, where he was socially 

and racially isolated. The inter-weaving of classical rhetorical theory and 

contemporary pedagogical and cultural theory with Villanueva's own story 

makes for fascinating and difficult reading-fascinating in that the synthesis he 

offers is ingenious; difficult in that his story is a backlash through the equation 

that literacy and education equal economic stability. And of course this is 

precisely Villanueva's point. To be literate and well educated is no guarantee of 

economic success; the educational degree is just a degree, not a vocational key to 

the door of the American dream. That last sentence reads pedantic and self

righteous, something Villanueva manages to avoid while still making his mes

sage ring true, truer than anything I can bring to this review. 

Bootstraris is a timely antidote to the polemics machinated by people 

like Roger Kimball in Tenured Radicals, Dinesh D'Souza in Illiberal Education, 

or William Bennett, who seems bent on making a career out of education-crisis 

rhetoric. Villanueva's plan for English studies will surprise many, combining in 

a thoughtful manner the notions of E. D. Hirsch in Cultural Literacy with the 

antithetical ideas of Paulo Freire in Pedagogy of the Oppressed. Those in the 

humanities will be drawn to this literacy narrative, written from the perspective 

of an organic intellectual, one who is still analyzing his and his culture's notion 
of "making it." 
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Glimpses into Diverse Lives 

by 
Vicki Olson 

Rev. of America Street: A Multicultural Anthology of Stories. ed. Anne 

Mazer. New York: Persea Books, 1993. Paper. $4.95. 

The world as presented by children's books is often colorful, full of life, 

vibrant, and intense. Amerjca Street reflects a multicultural microcosm of this 

world, seen from the perspectives of children, but told out the memories of 

adults. As a collection of short stories, America Street succeeds on the quality 

of the writing evident in its selections. As a multicultural anthology, America 

~ also succeeds by reflecting an unusual range and mix of cultures, occa

sionally within a single story. As a book for children, America Street succeeds 

through thought-provoking storytelling that entertains and prods but never 

preaches. 

As editor of this collection, Anne Mazer selects her stories wisely and 

with a clear eye towards balancing perspectives and voices. Ethnicity and 

cultural range reflect only one kind of balance found in America Street. Mazer 

also provides a careful gender balance in the voices and experiences of her 

protagonists. Finally, the stories reflect a balance of moods. From the light

hearted "All-American Slurp" to the poignant "Circuit" and from the disturbing 

"Sixth Grade" to the uplifting "Hamadi," the characters populating these pages 

represent a full gamut of emotions and a full range of human conditions. 

On the surface, the stories themselves are as diverse as their authors. As 

a collection, however, they have several things in common. Their points of 

view are consistently those of adolescent children with adolescent concerns, 

attitudes, and embarrassments. Adults are integral if confusing parts of their 

varied worlds, but the perspectives stay rooted in childhood. The settings are in 

the familiar places of family, neighborhood, and school, so that even when the 

details are unfamiliar, the framework is understood. References to the Depres

sion and the '38 Plymouth are slightly jarring, but seldom do they detract from 
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the story line. The use of unique, culturally-based language to establish charac

ter and setting is a strength of master storytellers, and the authors published in 

America Street are universally skilled at capturing the sounds and syntax of 

their characters' spoken language. Themes found throughout America Street 

are ones worthy of children's time and consideration-fairness, compassion, 

friendship, goodness of life, industry, and doing the best you can when life is 

hard. The messages are accessible but not simplistic, moral but not moralistic. 

I read this collection from cover to cover twice, and the stories were a 

pleasure both times. Their quality merits reading them just for fun, so upper 

elementary and middle school-aged students and their teachers will enjoy them 

as much as I did. They also present rich opportunities, however, to talk together 

about important things and to figure out the world through the eyes and experi

ences of those diverse characters. And certainly teachers of writing will want to 

read aloud from these stories, sharing examples of style and skill as well as giving 

inspiration. America Street is a worthy collection of stories that not only give 

glimpses into the lives of diverse people but also give reasons to learn to know 
those people. 
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Expanding the American Literary Heritage 
in Our Classrooms 

by 
Ron Barron 

Rev. of African American Literature: An Anthology of Nonfiction, Fiction, 

Poetry, and Drama. ed. Demetrice A. Worley and Jesse Perry, Jr. 

Lincolnwood, IL: National Textbook Company, 1993. 352 pages. Paper. 

$16.95. 

When I first saw an advertisement for African American Literature, a 

direct mailing that called the book an anthology that is "both manageable and 

authoritative" and that provides "students with an opportunity to explore an 

important component of the American literary heritage," the claims seemed 

modest in comparison to what I was used to reading in the typical book adver

tisement. I did not, however, fully realize how modest those claims were until I 

had finished reading the book. 

Drawing upon their extensive teaching experience, editors Jesse Perry, 

Jr., and Demetrice A. Worley have assembled 42 complete and unabridged 

literary selections. The selections include poetry, essays, short stories, and a 

short play. Dr. Worley teaches African American literature at Bradley Univer

sity, and Dr. Perry has been a teacher and program manager (K-12), in English 

language arts in the San Diego city schools as well as a president of NCTE. 

Once I examined the table of contents, I found the writers I had ex

pected to find, including Wright, Hurston, Hughes, and Angelou, but more 

important, I found many writers I have never seen represented in text books I 

have examined in recent years. Including a wide range of writers and using 

unabridged selections are steps in the right direction, but the real test of any 

anthology is the quality of the selections the editors have chosen. And here is 

where African American Literature makes its strongest impression. As I read an 

anthology for the first time I always compile a list of selections that I would like 
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