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CHOICES FROM NEW BOOKS, 1982 

By Norine Odland 

Alexander, Lloyd. THE KESTREL. Dutton, 1982. 244pp. $10.95 

A highly suspenseful and intricate story using the 

memorable characters introduced in WESTMARK. Alexander 

examines the censorship issue and a number of political 

questions in a way that is both subtle and economical 

writing with clarity and grace throughout. One of this 

year's best books for readers 12 and up. 

Arnosky, Jim, DRAWING FROM NATURE, Lothrop, 1982, unpaged, 

$10.50, Explanation of drawings of subjects from nature. 

Reference book for young person who has some skill or 

talent. Four sections: Water, Land, Plants, Animals, 9 up 

Baker, Betty, AND ME, COYOTE, illus, by_Maria Horvath, 

Macmillan, 1982, $8,95 
Creation myth based on Native American sources with coyote 

assisting World Maker and his brother, Tinges of humor 

but maintains mystery and magical feeling, Black and white 

linoleum cuts are decorative. Reads well orally, 9-11 

Baker, Betty SEVEN SPELLS TO FAREWELL. Macmillan, 1982, $8,95 

Set in the time and place when sorcerers were common, 

the adventure is as much about people as spells, A pig 

and a raven are part of the magic but they also provide 

humor, Events are woven skillfully into a story which 

is fresh and entertaining. 11 up 

Bawden, Nina. KEPI' IN THE DARK, Lothrop, 1982, $9,50 

Intrigue dominates in a well constructed story of drama in 

a family who happen to live in England but could be anywhere. 

Foreshadowing is done expertly; the characters are por

trayed with showing not telling their individuality, 

Demonstrates feeling of humanity beyond the immediate situa

tion of the story~ i.e. there is more here than just a 

story, 11 up 

Beatty, Patricia, EIGHT MULES FROM MONI'EREY. Ma=ow, 1982. 

Tense times are described with detail in this adventure into 
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the mountains to deliver books . The reader really knows 

the characters by their actions. You really believe the 

main characters don't meet the supporting characters until 

the readers do. Drama, and dangers are vivid but within 

reason. No loose ends but neither are there contrived. 

solutions. Just plain good writing and good reading. 11 up 

Berson, Harold, BARRELS TO THE MOON, illus. by author. Coward 

McCann, 1982. 

There is suspense galore in this make-believe. Excellent 

pacing, clear sense of problem, quick ending, terse 

language, all make it a "read it again" book. The humor is 

perfect, letting the reader in on the joke while the 

characters are innocent. Refreshing in its absurdity; 

gives children a chance to laugh honestly. 7-10 

Bierhorst, John (ed.) THE WHISTLING SKELEI'ON. coll. by George 

Berd Grinnel. illus. by Robert Andrew Parker. Four Winds, 

1982. 103pp. $12.95 
Nine tales, (American Indian Tales of the Supernatural), 

are included with a comprehensive Foreword explaining the 

sources and the collector. Black and white illustrations 

maintain the air of magic. Handsome and dignified in all 

elements of design. 10 up 

Brown. Marc and Stephen Krensky. DINOSAURS BEWARE! A SAFEI'Y 

GUIDE. Atlantic/Little, Brown 1982. 32 pp. 

Humor carries a safety message in a palatable way . 

Dinosaurs provide great ways to use hyperbole and ridiculous 

situations but always with a germ of fact about people. 

Facial expressions alone are worth chuckles and grins. 5-8 

Bryan, Ashley. I'M GOING TO SING. Atheneum, 1982. 53 pp. 

Black American spirituals are unique among folk songs of 

the world and this presentation of them is unique among 

books. An introductory explanation (5 pages) by the col

lector/artist gives the reader a background. with which to 

enjoy the selections. A moving majestic print illustrates 

each song; the notes were also drawn by the artist. Elegant 

book making. All ages 
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Buchwald, Emilie. FLORAMEL AND ESTEBAN. illus. by Charles 

Robinson. Harcourt, 1982. 

An island setting in warm climate is where the reader meets 

Floramel, a cow, and Esteban, an egret, Their helping each 

other is described by them in logical fashion. Music is an 

important part of the plot development and cadence is 

noticeable in the prose. Black and white drawings interpret 

details of place and action. The make-believe is con

vincing with a happy ending. 8-11 

Cameron, Eleanor. THAT JULIA REDFERN. illus. by Gail Owens. 

Dutton, 1982, 133pp. 

Readers will enjoy meeting a young and adventurous Julia, 

who goes on to tell more of her story in A ROOM MADE OF 

WINDOWS and JULIA AND THE HAND OF GOD. Moves quickly and 

smoothly. Examines major crises in life from a child's 

viewpoint. Will be especially appealing to young writers. 

8-11 

Carrick, Donald. HARALD AND THE GIANT KNIGHI'. illus. by author : 

Clarion, 1982. 

Framed pictures tell the story as much as the text does. 

The mood and setting are appropriately expressed in dark 

colors with shading. The hero, Harald, helps build the 

giant that fools the intruders. Set in medieval time there 

is a feeling of the underlying theme of the tensions arising 

from the feudal system. Reads easily in one session and 

the pictures project well even though they are filled 

with details. 7-9 

Cleary, Beverly. RALPHS. MOUSE. Mo=ow, 1982. 

Cleverly const~ucted fantasy with satire children sense 

because it comes from their point of view. Appeals to all 

the senses e.g., hear the seeds drop, smell the paste, 

touch the inside of the boat , see Ralph in the fish bowl. 

Ralph is Smart. 8-10 

Connor, Patrick. PEOPLE AT WORK. Atheneum (M. McElderry Book), 

1982, 47pp .. 

Well organized presentation of famous art works described 
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in language the amateur can enjoy. Points out unusual ef

fects as well as art style. Fine reproductions. Great 

adult/child reading and looking before or after a museum or 

in lieu of a museum for those in remote areas. 9 up 

de Paola, Tomie, FRANCIS, THE POOR MAN OF ASSISI. illus. by 

author. Holiday House, 1982. 

Episodes from the life of St. Francis are told in chron

ological order, each set in a double spread with pictures 

which extend and interpret the event. ~uiet, simple, direct; 

reverence is undiminished by the inference of legend. 

Beautifully designed book. Rythmic language and reads well 

orally. 7 up 

de Paola, Tomie, GIORGIO'S VILLAGE. Putnam, 1982. $11,95 

In a genuine mode of theatre, a unique pop-up book tells a 

story as each scene is viewed. Brief text on each stage/ 

page builds a sequence from early morning to day's end. 

Colors are vibrant and give the effect of distance in the 

background. There is humor in the details which chi1dren 

continue to find in successive readings. Appeals in 

different ways to a wide age range. Encourages story 

telling beyond the text: inspires theatrical artistic 

productions. 

de Paola, Tomie. STREGA NONA'S MAGIC LESSONS. illus. by 

author, Harcourt. 1982 

In a true picture book children ohuckle and enjoy the humor 

and suspense as Big Anthony tries, and fails, to learn 

magic. Parallel with that action is the success Bambolona 

enjoys after she leaves her job in the bakery and succeeds 

in learning magic from Strega Nona. Tightly constructed 

text with pictures that go just the right distance beyond 

the words. 5-8 
Dimarest, Chris L. BENEDICT FINDS A HOME. illus. by author. 

Lothrop, 1982. 

Well controlled sequence of events moves in text and 

pictures from Benedict's crowded nest to other possible 

places in live. Can only end with Benedict coming to. his 
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old home. End papers are a panorama of the scene of 

events. Fine use of color and space. J-5 

Donnelly, Elfie, OFFBEAT FRIENDS. trans. by Anthea Bell. 

Grown, 1982. $8.95 

Originally in German the story is set in Vienna. Mari is 

intrigued by a woman who is different; the efforts to help 

the woman are valiant, Eleven year olds are concerned about 

peer pressure, but not Mari, who really acts more like an 

eight year old. Much detail especially visual detail. 

Smooth translation in a long book. 10-12 

Dubelaar, Thea. MARIA. trans. by Anthea Bell. illus by 

Mance Post. Mo=ow, 1982. $8.50 
There is a lightness and hope in the tone of a serious story 

that sets this apart from other problem books. Third person 

na=ation allows the reader to view more than just Maria 

who has gone to live with Miss Bloom when her mother is 

hospitalized, her retarded brother is in a group home, and 

father is at sea, his profession. Does keep the point of 

view of a child - the importance of pets, food etc. Smooth 

translation. 9-12 

Fisher, Leonard Everett. THE UNION. illus. by author. Holiday 

House, 1982. $9.95 

Well organized, clear writing builds for the reader an 

understanding of the beginnings of labor unions. Accurate 

and non-judgmental. Funct ional index. Scratch board 

illustrations accentuate the drama that is history. 

This is an example of the best of non-fiction. 10 up 

Fleischman, Paul. GRAVEN IMAGES. illus. by Andrew Glass. 

Harper, 1982. 81pp. $8.95 

Three short stories each worth r eading and re-reading. A 

mysterious mood builds to the end with language that is 

clear but transports the reader to an imaginative realm. 

The foreshadowing is handled expertly. Reading aloud means 

listeners in rapt attention demanding the entire story be-
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fore stopping - the suspense is compelling, 11 up 

Freedman, Russell, KILLER FISH. photos by author, Holiday 

House, 1982, $8.95 

The pictures attract readers and the text answers questions; 

the photos inspire. Clear and accurate with no C'o?ld:ese-ension. 

Doesn't try to tell all there is to tell but does tell 

enough. Useful table of contents and index. Voted a 

favorite from ages 6 to 12, 

Fritz, Jean. THE GOOD GIANTS AND THE BAD PUKWUDGIES. illus , by 

Tomie dePaola. Putnam, 1982, unpaged. $10.95 

A skillfully told folktale of the First People on the Narrow 

Land ( the Wampanoag Indians on Cape Cod), and how the 

islands around it were formed, Illustrations convey humor 

but also the color and design of an Indian folktale. 

Children will learn about the Wampanoag legend when they 

read this story and may also have some questions about 

whether this is the way things really happened. 8-10 

Fritz, Jean, HOMESICK: MY OWN STORY. illus, by Margot Tomes. 

Putnam, 1982. $9,95 

Fiction based on facts recalled about the author's child

hood in China. Covers a two year span ending when 

political turbulence makes it wise to return to grandparents 

whose farm she has dreamed about \seeing, Smooth and con

vincing writing. 10 up 

George, Jean Craighead , THE GRIZZLY BEAR WITH THE GOLDEN EARS. 

illus. by Tom Cataniz. Harper, 1982. 31pp. $8.25 

Informative and thought-provoking as wel] as telling a 
I 

good story, the reader learns about grizzly bear habits in 

this latest Jean George book. Highly recommended. 5-10 -~ 
Hamilton, Virginia. SWEET WHISPERS, BROTHER RUSH. Philomel, 

1982. $10.95 

Makes the reader reach, The fantasy is a way to cope with 

reality and self for Trees, who is 14, Powerful imagina

tion of the writer will be appreciated by readers who have 

the capacity to imagine and to savor the flow of language 

which drives the reader to the end of the book, 14 up 

20 

Haugaard, Erik, LEIF THE UNLUCKY, Houghton Mifflin, 1982 

Terse storytelling style reveals the tale of the dwindling 

community in Greenland, Words convey the contrast in 

feelings between the young and the old. A sliver of hope 

remains at the end when Leif has survived a major challenge, 

Philosophically challenging. 12 up 

Heide, Florence Parry. TIME'S UP . illus. by Marylin Hafner. 

Holiday House, 1982 . 

Hilariously humorous story with an undercurrent of real 

philosophy about life. Two families, next door neighbors, 

provide contrasts. Noah tells the story, beginning with 

the burden of a father who is a time study expert. Every 

word reads well aloud or silently. A r eal favorite; a self 

starter. 8-12 

Hentoff, Nat. THE DAY THEY CAME TO ARREST THE BOOK. Delacorte, 

1982. 165pp. $10.95 

The reader begins to hear the characters speak on page one 

and throughout the novel the reality of the conflict about 

freedom to read is heard and felt. Remarkable construction 

causes the reader genuine concern about the eventual re

solution. Avoidance of this book could only be on the 

basis of objecting to the ideas. 12 up 

Houston, James, BLACK DIAMONDS. Atheneum, 1982. 

The adventure is well constructed; makes the reader not 

want to miss a clue but, at the same time, want to move 

along to the resolution. Drama in search for gold, black 

gold, in the Arctic, is carried out by two main characters 

who are young adolescents supported effectively by adults. 

Follows the characters from Frozen Fire but it does stand 

alone. Reads well orally, like a storyteller. A large 

group of 11-12 year olds listened to the entire book and 

then most of them read it themselves, some more than once. 

Hughes, Shirley. ALFIE GEI'S IN FIRST. illus. by author, 

Lothrop, 1982. $8.50 

Alfie is in trouble but, in his own time and way, he finds 

a solution. Design of the pictures allows reader to see 
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behind the locked door with Alfie. Realistic pictures are 

favorites of children and suspense is strong appeal of the 

story. Excellent in every respect. 5-7 
Hurwitz, Johanna. THE RABBI'S GIRLS, illus. by Pamela Johnson. 

Morrow, 1982. $8,50 
A family story honestly told so that the reality convinces. 

A Jewish family in a town in Ohio in the 1920's is a con

trast with the usual New York setting. The flow of conver

sation is especially good. 8-11 

Kherdian, David, THE SONG IN THE WALNUT GROVE. pictures by 

Paul O. Zelinsky. Knopf, 1982. 96pp. 

The slow pace of the text is part of the contemplative mood 

in a symbolic tale of exploration. Wonders of nature are 

nowhere better exemplified than in the walnut tree. Here 

there is a grove of those trees which are fast disappearing 

in the pace of the twenty-first century. A cricket and a 

grasshopper carry the plot line while they discover the 

world around them. Musical prose that reads well aloud. 

10-12 

Lasker, Joe. THE DO-SOMETHING DAY. illus. by author. Viking, 

1982 

A true picture book. Common experiences are given a tinge 

of excitement and the unusual in a running-away-from-home 

story. Cumulative element is not overdone to be boring. 

Detailed elements in the pictures are worth many re-readings 

but they do not interfere with the flow of action. 5-7 

Lawrence, D .H. BIRDS, BEASTS AND THE THIRD THING. illus. by 

A. and M. Provenson. Viking, 1982. 

With an introduction by Donald Hall, the selected poems are 

quiet philosphy. Enjoyment of aloneness strikes children 

as an idea they have had but didn't know anyone else felt. 

Pictures are individual for each poem but could be on the 

same day in the same town. Colors are mainly rusts and 

yellows with green and blue accent. Composition of the 

scenes encompass much detail but always draw the eye to the 

boy who likes aloneness. 5 up 
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Lerner, Carol. A BIBLICAL GARDEN, illus. by author. Morrow, 

1982. $10.95 

Beautiful book in all ways - design, and reproduction 

especially. Biblical text and short narrative is opposite 

full page drawing for each of twenty plants. Lasting value 

in this one for all ages. 

Livingston, Myra Cohn. A CIRCLE OF SEASONS . paintings by 

Leonard Everett Fisher. Holiday House, 1982. $12.95 

The four seasons are eloquently revealed in the melding of 

poems and paintings, Colors blend from one picture to the 

next and finally, circle complete, the last is the first. 

With the right words, the metaphors stir images for all the 

senses. Far surpasses most books of poetry. 5 up 

Robinson, Barbara. TEMPORARY TIMES, TEMPORARY PLACES. Harper, 

1982 

In spite of the limits of first person narration the 

writing is light, fresh, and funny. The age of the main 

character, 15, allows her to be fairly wise when observing 

other characters but she is definitely not sophisticated. 

Best part is the humor, the naturalness, the lack of 

sophistication (but she is not stupid), The shower gift of 

a pressure cooker may date the book or does it? 10 up 

Rodgers, Mary. SUMMER SWITCH. Harper, 1982. $8.95 

Annabelle of Freaky Friday is older and only an observer in 

the story told by her brother and father who have switched 

plac,es. Father is at camp and Ape Face is in Hollywood 

carrying out major business deals. Funny and sophisticated. 

Conversation carries the plot. 11-14 

Ryland, Cynthia, WHEN I WAS YOUNG IN THE MOUNTAINS. illus. by 

Diane Goode. Dutton, 1982. J2pp. $9,95 

The beautiful illustrations are more descriptive and 

appealing in describing the pioneer life-style than is 

the text. The terms and ideas need explanation to be 

understood by the picture book audience. 5-8 

Siberell, Anne. WHALE IN THE SKY. Dutton (Unicorn Book), 

1982. unpaged . 
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Curiosity about how a totem pole comes to be is satisfied 

in terse but gentle prose, Strong vibrant colors are used 

on a paper with soft finish; texture and depth are achieved 

on each page and the pictures project to a large group of 

viewers, 6-10 

Singer, Isaac Bashevis, THE GOLEM, illus, by Uri Shulevitz. 

Farrar, Strause and Giroux, 1982. 84pp. 

The mysterious and spiritual meaning of the tale are vivid 

in the style of the storyteller. Seems right not to know 

exactly what happens. Art is completely in tune with the 

text; black and white drawings are inspirational and prod 

the imagination. 9 up 

Steig, William. DOCTOR DE soro. Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 

1982 . unpaged . 

Perfection in a picture book in every way, word choice, 

humor, unity of incidents, believable crisis, and true 

justice. Colors evoke mood. Irony is at so many levels, 

the age range is without limits. 

Tinkelman, Murray. RODEO: THE GREAT AMERICAN SPORT, photos 

by author. Greenwillow, 1982. 

Picture story of the events and the unique features of 

rodeo. Expert on the subject judged it to be accurate and 

commended the selection of subjects for the photos and ex

planations. Uses real events for the pictures but does not 

identify individuals. Younger readers enjoy the pictures, 

while the text adds depth for the mature reader. Adult/ 

child reading is enjoyable for both can be interested and 

informed. 

Vincent , Gabrielle, ERNEST AND CELESTINE, illus, by author, 

Greenwillow, 1982. $9,50 

The whimsical artistry of the paintings draw the reader to 

the book. Imaginative tale with personified animals is 

carried by a brief text and detailed expansive drawings, 

Elegance in quality of paper and reproduction, 5-7 

WHY AM I GROWN SO COLD? POEMS OF THE UNKNOWABLE. ed, by Myra 

Livingston, Atheneum (M, McElderry Book), 1982, 269pp, 
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Thorough coverage of the best poetry in the realm of eerie 

spooky topics from a variety of cultures and eras. Organiza

tion lends to easy location according to mood and setting, 

Much demand for this especially seasonally. Not so large 

but that it can be held easily when reading aloud; at the 

same time it does have more than a few poems--i. e. you get 

something for your money. 12 up 

Yep, Laurence, DRAGON OF THE LOST SEA. Harper, 1982, 213pp. 

$10.89. 

The fantasy is an extension of a Chinese myth. Adventure 

abounds, symbolism is striking, and the pace builds so that 

the reader is immersed in suspense. Jacket indicates "Jr, 

High" but the 11-12 good reader will be fascinated and not 

overwhelmed by content, style, or reading difficulty. 

REVIEW: Secondary School Reading: What Research Reveals for 

the Classroom, Edited by Allen Berger and H, Alan 

Robinson, 1982. 

HIGHER-LEVEL SKILLS DON'T JUST HAPPEN; 

THEY MUST BE TAUGHT, READING RESEARCHERS SAY 

Student's failure to develop higher-level skills of critical 

reading and analytical writing in secondary school appears to be 

"a direct reflection of current practices in testing and in

struction." This is the conclusion of nationally known reading 

specialists and researchers who contributed to a new book from 

MCTE: Secondary School Reading: What Research Reveals for the 

Classroom. The authors believe that if junior and senior high 

reading instruction were based on current knowledge from 

research--instead of on habit and on the notion that teaching 

reading is up to the elementary schools--most high school 
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