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NEW BOOKS FOR YOUNG CHILDREN 
Norine Odland 
University of Minneso~a 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Alexander, Lloyd . THE FIRST TWO LIVES OF LUKAS-KASHA. Dutton, 
1978. 213 pp. $8.50. 

Suspense-filled fantasy in an imaginary Middle Eastern land. 
Lukas, the town n'er-do-well, is washed ashore in the land of 
Abadan and proclaimed king. Alexander's plot is tightly con
trolled; his characters, especially his hero, Lukas, are appealing. 
10 up. 

Baldwin, Anne Norris. A LITTLE TIME. Viking, 1978. 121 pages. 
$6.95. 

Direct in its purpose to describe the family situation when one 
child in 5 (the 4th) is mongoloid. Told in first person but 
author has achieved some distance by what she allows Sarah to 
say and to think. Both sides of the issue of home-care or 
away-from-home care are considered. No sugar coating, not 
teary eyed . 9 up. 

Bawden, Nina. REBEL ON A ROCK. Lippincott, 1978. 159 pp. $7.95. 
Intrigue and mystery in an international setting make this a 
story that holds up without seeming to be a vehicle for explaining 
foster children and sibling rivalry. Smooth confident tone in the 
writing. Young readers gave it high ratings. 11 up. 

Baylor, Byrd. THE WAY TO START A DAY. illus. by Peter Parnall. 
Scribners, 1978. $8.95. 

Baylor's song to the morning is filled with love of life and 
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harmony with nature . Parna ll 's majestic illustrations sweep 
the reader through this beautiful book. all ages. 

Bierhorst, John (ed.) THE r,IRL WHO MARRIED A GHOST - and Other 
Tales from the North American Indian. illus. with photos by 
Edward Curtis .. F?ur Winds, 1978. 115 pp. $9.95. 

A tone o! dignitt pervades.text, pictures, and graphics of the 
book. Nine stories from different North American Indian tribes 
ar! taken from the collection of Edward S. Curtis. Dramatic, 
quiet; reads easily orally. 12 up 

"Bodker, Cecil. SILAS AND THE BLACK MARE. translated ,bY Sheila 
LaFarQe, Oelacorte, 19?8, 153 pp. $6.95. 

Children who read this were enthusiastic about the book generally 
a~d all _talked abou! the great adventure. nne girl said, "It 
mig~t discourage c~ildren from running away from home." They 
bel~eved that the Jacket picture is misleading. Translated from 
Danish. 10-14 

Bulla, Clyde Robert. KEEP RUNNING ALLEN. illus. by Satomi 
Ichikawa. Crowell, 1978. unpaged'. $6.95. 

Bulla'.s latest book successf~lly expresses what it's like to be 
the l)ttlest member of the family. An untied shoelace gives 
Allen_s brothers and ~isters a chance to catch up with him. 
Beautiful full-color illustrations. 5-8 

Carlson, Natalie Savage. JAKY OR DODO? Illus. by r,ail Owens. 
Scribners, 1978. 88 pp $6.95. 

The author is a master-artist with dogs and with French. The 
characters, young and old, are strong individuals. Humor is 
conveyed by a dog who lives two lives. The reader knows something 
the characters do not know. 7-10 

Carrick, Carol. PAUL'S CHRISTMAS BIRTH~AY Illus. by Donald 
Carrick. Greenwillow, 1978. 32 pp. ~fi.95: 

Subtle and attra~tive three-color drawings illustrate this 
sto~y about how it feels to have a birthday the day before 
Christmas. Text and pictures blend perfectly. 4-8 

Cohen, Barbara. THE BINDINr, OF ISAAC. illus. by Charles Mikolaycak. 
Lothrop, 1978. 32 pp. $6.95. 

Story is told by Isaac to his grandchildren. Long enough to be 
~om~lete but s~ort en?ugh for reading aloud and talking about 
it in one sessi?n. Pictures enhance and expand. Vertical lines 
on text pages hinder reading ease but book is too good to reject 
for that reason. 6-12 
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Cohen, Miriam. BEE MY VALENTINE . illus . by Lillian Hoban . 
Creenwillow, 1978. unpaged. $6.95. 

Valentine's Day may be just one day but ft is special and so is 
this book which very young children will like all year around. 
The story goes beyond holiday meaning into feelings of friend
ship. Honest, funny, lively dialog. Pictures make the book. 
Smaller size than other Cohen/Hoban books but nothing is lost 
except margins. 4-7 

de Paola, Tamie. THE CLOWN OF GOD. illus. by author. Harcourt, 
1978. $8.95 . 

Retelling of the legend of the juggler. Powerful full color 
illustrations draw the reader from page to page and from perfor
mance to performance. "First the red ball~ then the orange, 
next the yellow, and the green, blue, and violet. Around and up 
they went until they looked like a rainbow." Giovanni adds the 
shining golden ball to make h1s the most meaningful of gifts. 
all ages 

de Paola, Tomie. THE POPCORN BOOK. illus. by author. Holiday 
House, 1978. unpaged. $6.95. 

Factual information about popcorn is woven into a humorous 
story of Tony and Tiny who like to read and to eat popcorn. 
Children are quiet to catch Tohy's mistake as he cooks the pop
corn and eagerly anticipate and chuckle over the conclusion . 
Two popcorn recipes iflcluded. 5-10 

Dowden, Anne Ophe11a. STATE FLOWERS. Crowell, 1978. 86 pp. 
$7.89. 

In February, 1893, Minnesota 
slipper as its state flower. 
and flower in full color for 

passed a bill naming the lady 
Do~den expertly renders each leaf 

each of the 50 states. all ages 

Fox, Paula. THE LITTLE SWINEHERD ANO OTHER TALES. illus. by 
Leonard Lubin . Dutton, 1978. 114 pp. $7.95. 

A collection of tales and fables told using the ·story within a 
story technique. Goose tells all who wish to listen stories 
which "happened before there were cars." Lubin's intricate pen 
and ink illustrations perfectly complement the text. all ages 

George, Jean Craighead. THE WOUNDED WOLF. illus. by John 
Schoenherr. Harper, 1978. $5.49. 

A realistic account of a wounded wolf who though severely 
wound~d struggles to shield himself from•death's harbingers . 
The haunting rhythm of the text written in free verse enhances 
the wolf's agony. 7 up 
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BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS~ ADOLESCENT NOVELS 
Richard Beach 
University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

In reading the new 1978 adolescent novels, I was struck by 

the number of adolescent main characters who are preoccupied with 

their own personal problems. They are not interested in the social 

and political issues that tormented the characters of adolescent 

novels of the late sixties and earlr seventies. What many of them 

are interested in is their relationship with parents and other 

"elders." 

The positive note in this is that some writers are attempting 

to create elders who are fntere~ting. While the elders of many 

adolescent novels have been no more than Ozzie and Harriet back

drops, the elders in these novels are developed to the point that 

the adolescent-elders relationships are complex. 

These adolescent-elder relationships are the central focus 

of some of this year's more noteworthy titles. 

In Betty Miles' Looking On (Knopf, 1978; 192 pp.; $6.95), 

Rosalie, who lives with her mother, following her parents' di

vorce, is having difficulties adjusting to change in herself and 

life without her father and brother. She becomes entranced by the 

seemingly glamorous life of a young couple who live next door in a 

mobile home. She spe~ds more and more time with the couple 

ignoring her friends and mother, only to discover that the couple's 
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