
TAKING THE PLUNGE INTO COMPUTERS: 

ENCOURAGEMENT FOR TEACHERS OF ENGLISH 

Today, many teachers wo=y about being rushed into using class

room computers before they understand the new machines. A 

booklet from the ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading and Communication 

Skills and the National Council of Teachers of English helps 

teachers ta.ice the first steps toward computer literacy, Computers 

in the English Classroom: A Primer for Teachers explains the 

kinds of things today's computers can do to support the teacher 

of English. 

Authors Sally N, Standiford,_ University of Illinois at 

Urbana-Champaign; Kathleen Jaycox, Morton College, Chicago; and 

Anne Auten, ERIC/RCS, have been involved with computers and the 

teaching of English during the recent rapid advances of this new 

technology, They sketch the most important current uses of 

microcomputers for instruction in language, literature, and com

position, plus their potential for testing, speeding up record.

keeping, and analyzing the effectiveness of lessons. They 

stress the computer's value as a tool for relieving the lockstep 

quality of classroom teaching. The machines' patient, i ndividually

paced coaching in routine learning tasks frees the teacher to 

plan and conduct reflective discussion and other activities 

calling for analysis and other higher skills. 

The authors offer a non-technical description of what a 

computer is, how it works, and the components needed for a 

reasonably flexible computer system for classroom instruction. 

They sketch how teaching strategies are handled via micro-
r 

computer, and how to check whether the student responses asked 

for and the feedback given in a particular program add up to 

sound instruction, 

In discussing computer applications to English, the authors 

explain the current limitations of computerized instruction, 

They note the steps involved in planning ani writing a lesson, 

testing it, and debugging it. And they offer a glimpse of how 

course material needs to be identified in order to program it 
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for the computer. 

A final section lists sources for evaluations of new pro

ducts, as well as criteria for assessing the effectiveness of 

courseware for classroom use. Each section ends with a short 

scenario designed to help teachers envision themselves moving 

into computer assisted instruction. The booklet contains a 

reference list and a glossary of computer terms. 

(Computers in the English Classroom: A Primer for Teachers 

by Sally N, Standiford, Kathleen Jaycox, and Anne Auten. 56 
pages,_paperbound. Price: $5,50; NCTE members, $4,75, ISBN: 

0-8141-08180. LC: 83-61710 . Available from NCTE, Urbana, 

Illinois. Stock No. 08180,) 
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