
difficulty, 

With the increased emphasis on reading in the content 
area of English, teachers can turn to the ERIC system, 
the source of the preceding information. For additional 
materials and techniques that will fulfill specific 
instructional needs, teachers are invited to peruse ~rch 
in Education (RIE) and Current Index to Journals in --
Education (CIJE) under the following thesaurus terms: 
Content Reading, English Instruction, Curriculum Guides, 
Critical Reading, Instructional Materials, and Secondary 
Education, 

Leave of Absence 

When parts of your body 
disappear 
for days at a time 
and you never miss them, 
and students watch the clock 
of your face while you talk 
about the ghosts of things 
from another universe, 
and you address yourself 
in the third person 
while everyone else is sleeping, 
and you no longer 
recognize the reflection 
in other people's eyes, 
then 
take a leave 
of absence: 
find out where you've &one to. 

Howard Mohr 
Southwest State, Marshall 

The Onlookers 
By WILLIAM MEISSNER 

We gather, we become . 
a crowd, It is our choice, our duty 
near the curb, to imagine the steel 
folding like tin foil in a fist, 

to stand 

ft it happened, we arrived just a minute a er 
ven before police car doors 

:humped dully as coffin lids, 
At first, the insides of ou: stomachs felt 
something that wanted to quiver, 
the way a severed hand would 
when wrapped tight in plastic, 

we glance at each . other'~ fa7es 
and see a red - light pumping its blood, 
rushing blindly across foreheads. 
We do not know anyone's names, they are strangers; 
yet somehow they are all our friends, 
They were pulled here by the same thin tongue 
that brought us. The burning ee ing: · f 1 · to look at things 
we don't really want to see, 
to hear the hissing engines, a sound 
like a python with its mouth stuffed full 
with plastic bags. 

Could we just as easily have been 
somewhere else, watching 
the noose hug a man's throat on a town square 
or a witch eaten alive by a ring of flame, 
while someone in the back row snaps 
their fingers, a man's bones cracking 
beneath the weight of 
cast stones? 

The thought almost occurs 
that we might have stood 
at the edge of the accident 
for two thousand years, 

We circle the two autos 
that stand surprised, a frozen explosion 
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of metal, and we join hands 
with one another. 

We could stay here 
for days, 
each of us 
witnesses to our own deaths. 

William Meissner 
St. Cloud State Coll ege 

Friday Night Television 
I am kneading my own blood 
into pink clay. 
As I knead, I ask myself: where 
d~es the knife blade glisten 

like 
blue glow 

like a white eye with no eyeball 
madness? Madness crawling like~ 
under the logs of junked ' cars 
between cracks in sidewalks t·11· 
dimly-lit t 1 • 1 ing up 
l"k e ephone booths, squeezing itself 
le an electric worm thro h h" h 

spreading thinner, waitingufnvi:fb1:o!t:ge wires, 
the layers of plate glass e ween 
beneath the silver coating's f b 0 athroom mirrors. 

We ask ourselves: who has been killed? 
Who drinks blood and aughs? Who is guil ty? 

~e mold the clay skin of oJr 
into the shape of a cup 
We drink the grey speechless 
of dead men's dreams. 

36 

own hands 

aater 

William Meissner 
St • Cloud State College 

Books 
I 

Mostly Minnesota Poets in Review 

\oices ~ Beyond the Wall, by Thomas McGrath; Territorial 
~(P.O. Box 775, Moorhead, Minnesota 56560). $1.50 
(paper). 52 pages. 

In "Gone Away Blues," the last poem in Voices from 
~ the Wall, Tom McGrath says, "I have discovered the 
grammar of the Public Good. I have invented a language that 
can be understood •• ,." And in a comment on his work, in 
The" American Poetry Review, McGrath tells us that "comrnun
;iTty or solidarity--feelings which perhaps are more impor
tant to us th2n romantic love--never appear in our poetry." 
Language and community have long been important concerns in 
McGrath's work, 

But it- would be a sad blunder to reduce those concerns 
to "form" anc:I "content (political)", McGrath's poems are 
exciting because they are never reducible. He defies para
phrase. And his political poems, even the ones that go back 
to the forties, are not dated by the names and dates he men
tions, because his language is his own, not a language owned 
by politicians, not even by the revolutionaries McGrath 
champions. He is aware that the "language that can be 
understood," unlike the barbarisms of marketplaceand state
house, is (and must be) continually invented. So he cuts 
through and casts away cant and slogans, and gives us a 
language of personal observation and experience, as in "Ode 
for the American Dead in Asia": 

Your scarecrow valor grows 
And rusts like early lilac while the rose 
Blooms in Dakota and the stock exchange 
Flowers, 

He qoes not 
would be to 
altogether, 

merely "personalize" his language. To do ·so 
give up the possibility of political statement 

And political poems are the bulk of his work . 

There is a fashionable argument about whether poetry has 
its origin in experience or in language. A man like McGrath, 

, . with one foot firmly plante·d on each half of the dichotomy, 
shows us the foolishness of that kind of argument . Language 
is part of experience, and no experience means anything for 
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