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Dear fellow M.C.T.E. members, 

It is with pleasure and a sense of anticipation that I write 

this letter to you as we approach our 25th anniversary as an 

organization. Our Minnesota Council is strong due to the many, 

unselfish efforts and energies given by YOU! I hope that those 

of you who are involved will continue to be active, and those of 

you who indicated interest in selected committees at our May 

conference will respond positively when contacted by section 

chairpersons. If you have a special language arts concern, 

interest, or willingness to serve on one of our committees or 

for the upcoming 1984 conference in Mankato, please write to me 

at 1601 Colorado Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55416. 

This past spring the N.C.T,E. Executive Committee approved 

a plan by which the Council will undertake to co-sponsor a 

variety of inservice meetings, I proposed two such meetings 

to help fulfill professional growth needs of elementary and 

secondary English/language arts teachers. The members of the 

Executive and Advisory Boards were consulted and enthusiastically 

support these proposals. 

The first workshop opportunity will focus on composition 

and research skills, Thea Holtan, M.C.T.E. member, former 

~nglish teacher, and presently Media Specialist in Bloomington, 

will present her process which leads students through the 

various steps of putting together written or oral reports. The 

following dates have been set at the Ambassador Motel in 

Minneapolis: Saturday, February 4th for elementary teachers 

and Saturday, February 11th for secondary teachers. 

The second proposal involves two 1/2 day Vocabulary 

' Enrichment-Awareness workshops presented by Marlene Glaus, 

elementary teacher, M.C.T.E, member, and author of FROM THOUGHTS 

TO WORDS, a popular publication of N.C .T.E. These workshops 

I 
are for elementary teachers and will be held at Centennial 

Elementary School in Richfield on Saturday, March 24th. More 

details about these workshops will follow in the winter and 

spring issues of our M.C.T.E. Newsletter. For now, just mark 

the dates down, 
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Another way to meet our professional needs is to be aware 

of other workshops, seminars, and conferences sponsored by 

related organizations. I've .contacted leaders in the Minnesota 

Reading Association and Twin Cities Reading Association and 

asked that workshop dates not conflict as we do our planning and 

that ALL workshops be publicized to the members of our three 

organizations through our newsletters. This will maximize our 

reach and effectiveness, minimize postage costs and .assure a 

variety of inservices. 

Stay happy; enjoy your students; and be good to yourself, 

Mary Jane Hanson 

LITERATURE: CHANGING THE BALANCE OF 

PASSION AND MILD INTEREST 

by Carol Bly 

Whenever a speaker addresses a group of professionals, and 

the speaker is not in the same profession, you should be wary 

as a hawk! No one would venture into your lair (if we can call 

a meeting of the Minnesota Council of Teachers of English a 

lair) unless he or she meant to ask you ,to do something more--or 

something less--than you are now doing. Outside speakers never 

come to tell you "you are perfect--just ca=y on!" If they are 

not teachers of English themselves, and I am only occasionally, 

not professionally, a teacher of English, you have to assume 

that they will be hoping to change your Job Description for you. 

Coming from the outside as they do, they will call it "bringing 

you a new perspective;" listening to their inexperience and 

their arrogance, you might call it meddling--and both would be 

right. 

If someone wants you to see your job as less than it is, 

watch out: they want you less powerful or less visible in the 

public eye, so that their ideas, not yours, will have the 
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critical mass in forming public opinion. Watch out against 

people who congratulate you for the technical achievements 

of your field: they are like a man with his back to Ali Baba's 

cave, smiling hard at you and talking fast, but always edging 

away from the cave and very forcefully telling you, "How wonderful 

you are, never to be shouting 'Open, Sesame!' around here! Con

gratulations on never using that word 'sesame!' How wonderful 

you all are about not using that word!" Certainly they are 

flattering you so as to distract you from investigating the 

veritable treasure of that particular forest. Arch-conservatives 

often do that with teachers: they generously praise you for 

going back to basics, teaching grammar (which needs doing) and 

teaching authors' skills as if they were mechanics (which 

doesn't need doing). If teachers can be seduced into teaching 

a holy subject--literature--as if it were a question of mechanical 

manipulation, then there will always be elements of society that 

are pleased: how useful it is to have a large cadre of the 

younger generation leaving values to their betters--to have a 

large cadre who do not recognize moral challenge, because 

they've been taught to see everything from third-grade English 

to English III in high school as nothing but a series of 

mechanical problems to solve--such as how such and such an 

author uses symbol to entice the reader or how such and such an 

author uses tone or mood further to suspend our initial dis

belief. ytudents grown mechanically insightful can answer such 

questions as "How does Chekhov use symbol to move us?" There 

is nothing wrong with giving some time to Chekhov's symbolism-

but there is a good deal wrong with it if it means we do not 

show students that his plea for the moral view, for our joining 

the human race in caring, as given straight out in the short 

story, "Gooseberries," is our major business. 

If any individual person or group asks you to choose less 

than the great moral overview as your major business, then I 

suggest they are asking you to do much less than your job. And 

whenever anyone asks someone else, in another field, to do 

less--to have less scope--to be more technical, to be less holy, 
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