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 When I first heard that “Connecting in the 
Cloud” would be the theme for the 2012 MCTE 
Spring Conference, I automatically thought of 
Microsoft’s “the Cloud,” as many of us who work 
with technology today often do.  Or I think of St. 
Cloud, where our 2012 Conference was held.  But I 
must admit my ignorance of this term as well.  When 
I hear “the Cloud,” I often think of the recent Super 
Bowl commercial with Tina Fey, in which she asks 
the Best Buy agent, “What is the Cloud? Am I in the 
Cloud now?” 
 In compiling this volume of MEJ (my third 
as editor), I decided to stop focusing so much on “the 
Cloud,” and consider more the “connecting” aspect 
of the phrase.  I began to think, “What ‘connections’ 
can we make as English teachers?”  This volume of 
MEJ, thankfully, explores some of those answers.   
 The first set of articles in this volume, 
“Teacher-Student Connections,” examines the 
different ways that teachers connect to their students 
in the classroom.  Jeanette Lukowski and Rebecca 
Fremo both ask us to think about notions of 
audience—Lukowski focuses on different student 
audiences, whereas Fremo reminds us not to discount 
the role of teacher as audience for student writing.  
After reading these articles, I am reminded how we 
teachers not only make connections to students (or at 
least attempt to), but the students are habitually 
attempting to make connections to us. 
 Our next set of articles explores another way 
that we make connections: “Connecting through 
Writing.”  Mike Mutschelknaus shows how we can 
use discussion boards to build communities in online 
classes, and Carol Mohrbacher reveals how we can 
deepen the collaborative identity of our Writing 
Centers. Kim Socha even suggests, ironically, that we 
may use the tales of near-dead zombies to make 
student writing come alive. From all three articles, 
we learn how college writers may improve their 
written work in a wide variety of environments and 
circumstances. 
 Then we switch our focus from writing to 
reading in the next set of articles, “Connecting 
through Reading.” First Jennifer Peterson explores 
the relationship between film as text and classic 
literature. Then Sonja Kay Olson argues for the 
importance of setting up a multicultural library. Greg 
Heinecke advocates allowing students to make their 
own independent choices as a means of getting them  

 
 
to read. Through these articles, the writers show how 
we can get students to connect to reading through 
enjoyable, entertaining means.   
 The final set of articles, “Connecting 
through Literature,” attempts to get students to 
connect to different kinds of literature.  Martin 
Warren focuses on Arthurian literature whereas 
Lindsay Noren stresses the importance of integrating 
poetry into everyday lessons. The diversity of 
materials discussed in these articles shows how 
literature may engage our students in innovative 
ways. 
 We also have three poems in this issue: two 
from Jim Brosnan, and one from Rebecca Fremo.  
Our poetry editors selected these three in particular 
because, out of all our poetry submissions, these 
three poems most strongly speak to the power of 
words and language, particularly in classroom 
situations. 
 Overall, then, this volume focuses on the 
connections that we English teachers can make to our 
students: on our own, through writing, through 
reading, and through literature.  I’m sure there are 
many other ways as well for other kinds of 
connections to happen (such as students connecting 
to each other, or teachers connecting to each other).  
Perhaps we can hear about some of these connections 
that you perceive in future volumes of MEJ.   
 Happy Reading!  And keep making 
connections. 
 
                                  Brian C. Lewis 
                                               MEJ Editor 
                                               March 14, 2013 
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