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To: Readers of the MCTE JOURNAL 

From: Rosemary Roehl, St. Cloud State University 

Re: 

Carol Kelley, Congdon Park Elementary School, Duluth 

(Co-Chairpersons, Elementary Section) 

Increasing the number of articles written by elementary 

and secondary teachers for the MCTE JOURNAL 

Elementary and secondary teachers have observed and won

dered why almost all of the recent journal articles have been 

written by post secondary teachers. The one and only reason is 

that they have been the only p~ople submitting articles for 

publication. It could be that they have been more eager to 

write because of the pressure to do so. One of the teaching 

pressures which elementary and secondary teachers have been 

spared is that of publishing or perishing. 

A way to have more articles published by K-12 teachers 

might be for them to co-author articles with college and uni

versity teachers. Many K-12 teachers are enrolled in graduate 

classes ·or are supervising college students in their classrooms 

and therefore have frequent contact with college and university 

teachers. Maybe post secondary teachers could take the initia

ive by offering to co-author articles with elementary and sec

ondary teachers about teaching English to K-12 students. 
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THE FREEDOM TO LEARN -

by Rebecca Rapport 

The freedom to learn is a right guaranteed by the 

Constitution of the United States, a most precious right which 

must be nurtured and defended. Because this is a nation of 

people from many nations with diverse beliefs and also because 

this is a nation founded on the notion that "all men are created 

equal", a broad range of ideas and materials must be ·provided to 

ensure the right of all individuals in the society to learn. 

Students have the right to learn in an atmosphere of free 

inquiry where they are encouraged to make independent judgments. 

If students have the right to learn, then teachers have 

the right to teach using books and other materials chosen for 

educationally sound reasons, even if the materials chosen may be 

controversial. However, certain responsibilities come with the 

freedom to teach. Teachers must present both sides of contro

versial issues, must provide students with opportunities to 

develop critical thinking skills and must select those materials 

which best meet the needs of the students and of the curriculum. 

To teach only what one feels is safe from censorship attacks, to 

select only those books or materials one hopes will not cause 

controversy are acts which hinder the cause of academic freedom 

and diminish students' rights. After selecting materials, tea

chers must be willing to discuss educational decisions with 

parents or other individuals who have the right to voice their 

concerns. Teachers must be able to reasonably explain why par

ticular materials were selected. A selection and review policy 

outlining grievance procedures should be established in each 

school district and made available to the public. 

The current trend of the few vocal censors representing a 

small minority of citizens trying and sometimes succeeding to . 

usurp the freedom of all students to learn must be reversed. 

Teachers must become boldly eloquent in their defense of mater

ials selection and the freedom to learn of the students in their 

classrooms. Anything less compromises the freedoms of all in

volved in the educational process. These are challenging times 
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