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The Teachers Of Hate 
by 

Jennifer L. Isley 

We are not born to hate, 
But rather taught. 
Taught at some point in our lives by the ones we loved. 
The people we trusted and cared for 
Turned away, 
Whether in our time of need or 
Just simply in the midst of our false happiness, 
consciously or subconsciously, 
Attacked our heart and soul without mercy, 
By spiteful words thrown in our minds or 
With deeds that clawed at our spirit. 

Our delicate souls were glass, 
And they threw the first stone. 
They broke it into pieces, 
But not small shattered bits. 
Instead, they carefully left pieces with jagged edges and 
Sharp points, 
Which could rip at us causing greater pain. 
Pieces too small to put back together, 
Too large to ignore. 

Little did these people realize that those dangerous edges 
Were also on our outsides, thus, 
Inflicting pain upon undeserving innocence. 
Those comers and edges were exposed to the others that 
Enabled us to hurt them, 
To hate them. 

Our first and only lesson in hatred was given, and 
The teacher was the person that 
We loved the most. 
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Most of us probably did not become English teachers because we wanted to 
teach technical writing. A combination of teaching and practicing creative 
writing and literacy analysis is more likely to have been our original 
motivation for majoring in English. In fact, to some, technical writing and 
literature use language to such different purposes that the two belong in 
separate curricula, English as distinct from communication studies, for 
example. 

While it is not my aim to demonstrate the commonalities of technical writing 
and other kinds of writing traditionally taught in English curricula-though 
all types of good writing share the requirements of precision, clarity, and 
critical perception, to name just a few common qualities-I do wish to argue 
for the incorporation of some technical writing instruction into the English 
high school writing curriculum. 

This article offers and examines answers to three questions: 1. Is technical 
writing taught at the high school level in Minnesota? 2. If technical writing 
is not currently being taught, should it be? 3. If students would benefit from 
increased instruction in technical writing, what is the most effective way of 
incorporating technical writing into the secondacy English curriculum? 

Report on survey research 
To discover the status of technical writing instruction in Minnesota high 

schools I conducted a survey. The main objective of the survey was to 
determine the extent to which technical writing is currently being taught, 
who is teaching it, and to which students. 

A survey questionnaire was sent to the English department chairs of 484 
Minnesota high schools, both private and public. A total of 122 usable 
completed surveys were received, for a response rate of 25%. (See Appendix 
A for a copy of the questionnaire.) 

Based on these survey findings, technical writing is being offered in some 
Minnesota high schools, but to a limited extent. Six survey respondents said 
a course titled Technical Writing is offered at their school; 19 indicated that 
a course in business writing is offered, and 16 responded that their school 
offers a specialized writing course similar to technical writing. (Respondents 
identified these similar courses with titles such as Word Information 
Processing, Practical Writing, and Vocational English.) The majority of these 
technical writing, business writing, and related writing courses are one 




