
To Air is Human 

Here are humorous or thought-provoking examples of misspellings or 

unexpected language use from student papers: 

***** 
• Men are inertly more sexual than women. 

- contributed by Pat Tobias, Liz Nist, and Richard Jewell, 

Anoka-Ramsey Community College 

***** 
• [Hamlet] feels betrayed by his mother's choice to marry her ex-husband's 

brother after his death. Although Ophelia's death is not 100% certain, it 

was suicide. 

• Who was I to kick a gift horse in the face? 

• The lack of parents and a true guardian made them sitting ducks in evil 

hands 

• The assortment includes hash browns, sausage, a chicken patty with a funny 

name, and a blitz. 

• The noodles were in a light, creamy sauce and slid down your throat like hot 

lava. 

• By this, Jim Burden [of My Antonia) means that all that is really necessary in 

one's life is that as long as one is so involved that nothing else exists and that 

his or her task is very important to them is what will make he or she whole. 

--contributed by Joanne Cavallaro, College of St. Catherine 

* * * * * 
• God is the Holly one of Israel. 

--contributed by Chris Franke, College of St. Catherine 

***** 
After my 7th grade English class completed a unit on Tom Sawyer, I was de

lighted to learn that Dustin was reading Huckleberry Fin on his own. In his 

journal, Dustin admitted that he had encountered one problem: 11I think the 

reading level is harder because of the way Jim talks. He don't say the words 

correct so it's hard to understand." 

-contributed by Elizabeth H. Peterson, Luverne Middle School 
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I ANNOUNCEMENTS 

REVIEWERS WANTED 

The spring issue of the Minnesota English Journal needs reviewers for 

• Coming Where I'm Coming From: Memoirs of American Youth (ed. 

Anne Mazer), a multicultural anthology of fourteen autobiographical 

narratives about growing up in America's diverse society. Mazer takes us all 

across the United States: to the Watts barrio and idyllic Hawaii; to rural 

Alabama and the urban centers of New York and Boston; to neighborhoods 

in San Antonio and Cleveland; to North Dakota's Standing Rock Souix 

Reservation. 176 pages. 

• Into the Widening World: International Coming-of-Age Stories (ed. John 

Loughery), a collection of 26 short stories about young people, from 22 

different countries. Loughery's anthology provides a passport to the world of 

international literature, focusing on childhocx:I and adolescence, charting 

the geography of curious, growing minds from diverse lands. 288 pages. 

• Kaleidoscope: A Multicultural Booklist for Grades K-8 ( ed. Rudine Sims 

Bishop), a resource for all teachers interested in diversifying their classroom 

practice, regardless of their levels of expertise with literature by and about 

people of color. Sims believes all children need literature that serves as 

windows from which to view experiences that are different from their own as 

well as literature that mirrors their lives. 169 pages. 

• Voices on Voice: Perspectives, Definitions, Inquiry ( ed. Kathleen Blake 

Yancey), explores the concept of voice in the study of literature and compo

sition. Yancey has pulled together a collection of essays on voice-what it is 

and how it relates to the self, to specific communities, to pedagogy, and to 

culture. 363 pages. 

• Preserving Intellectual Freedom: Fighting Censorship in Our Schools (ed. 

Jean E. Brown), acknowledges the ongoing efforts of those who support the 

free exchange of ideas. The authors shed light on the ways in which censor

ship arises; how it affects curricula, students, and teachers;and how it can be 

fought. 243 pages. 
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