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Some of the students who work on the staffs of the city's 

three high school newspapers have been willing to work with 

students in the Talented and Gifted Program and inner-city 

schools. They are scheduled to visit elementary schools to. help 

students sharpen their writing skills. They help students develop 

ideas for short stories and essays, edit, proofread, etc • . Many 

of these secondary students are planning journalism careers and 

it's a good experience for them. In New Haven, Yale University 

students serve as interns on the staff of the local newspaper. 

Presently, we're planning a similar program for our secondary 

students. 

There are many teachers with writing talent. This talent 

can be nurtured by encouraging English teachers to write 

descriptions of innovative programs and activities. These can 

be published in the Superintendent's Bulletin which often con

sists of notices of meetings and other mundane material. Spice 

it up by suggesting a column titled "Teachers' Corner" or "New 

Practices in English/Language Arts" which include practical 

teaching ideas. The PR factor: The Superintendent's Bulletin 

not only goes to all staff members, but to members of the Board 

of Education and the press. If a reporter sees an item of 

interest, the English teacher will be contacted for an in-depth 

interview or story on the program described in the Bulletin. 

Not too long ago, an empty storefront window space was 

secured in a downtown mall to display creative projects 

emanating from English and reading classes. A large banner 

proclaiming "We're Raising Bookworms in New Haven" was placed 

at the top of the display for community members to see. 

Parents want to be assured that English is being stressed. 

Parent meetings help. The principal of one of New Haven's high 

schools scheduled an hour of drama readings, plays and skits 

prior to teacher conferences. After the hour was over, parents 

walked the corridors to meet with teachers. These co=idors 

were plastered with book exhibits, displays of media meterials, 

creative writing exercis~s--a good way for parents to note the 

priority the English program was given at the school. 

• 

Concluding Remarks 

PR helps the general public understand just how effective 

a good English program can be. For some reason, PR is not one 

of the educator's strong suits. The media (both print and 

electronic) can be courted. The media can help, but it's the 

teachers themselves that are the best PR people. They can let 

the public know that legitimacy is at the core of the English 

program through a sound public relations approach. 

RESOURCES FOR INVOLVING 

PARENI'S IN LITERACY DEVELOPMENI' 

by ERIC, Myrna M. Haussler and Yetta M. Goodman 

PARENT ROLE 

The idea that parents play a vital role in their children's 

literacy development is not new. Edmond Huey, in ,19O8, wrote 

as follows: 

The child makes endless questionings about the 

names of things, as every mother knows. He is 

concerned also about the printed notices, signs, 

titles, visiting cards, etc., that come in his 

way, and should be told what they "say" when he 

makes inquiry. It is surprising how large a 

stock of printed or written words a child will 

gradually come to recognize in this way. 

In 1934, Nila B. Smith acknowledged that early reading 

is taught at home rather than at school. Cu=ent literacy 

research, reported by Teale (1981), Doake (1981), Haussler (1982), 

and Taylor (1983), indicates not only that the amount of adult

child reading and writing interaction before school is important, 

but also that the quality of the interactions makes a difference. 

Parents' attitudes toward literacy, the time they spend in

teracting with children and print, and the accessibility of 

literacy materials in the home (such as newspapers, books, chalk

boards, paper and writing implements) influence children's 
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reading and writing development, 

It. is thus becoming increasingly important for educators to 

communicate to parents and child care professionals their crucial 

role in chiJdren's reading and writing development, While face

to-face contact with parents is preferable for establishing 

cooperation between home and school, it is not always possible. 

For a variety of legitimate reasons, parents cannot always attend 

school meetings or conferences. In addition, much of the home 

literacy environment is well .established before parents bring a 

chiJd to school for the first time. For these reasons, brochures, 

letters to parents, and edu~ational pamphlets about the role of 

the home in literacy development provide a valuable line of 

communication between the home and the school. 

MATERIALS FOR PARENTS 

Many international, national, state, and local organizations (as 

well as some private publishing companies) have recognized the 

importance of the parent in literacy development, publishing 

inexpensive brochures and pamphlets that are useful for parent 

education, Most of the pamphlets are written with parents as 

their audience and are reasonably priced, Purchasing these 

pamphlets and finding creative ways for disseminating them at 

school and in the community is an ideal project for the parent

teacher organizations and other parent or teacher groups. 

In addition, teachers and administrators should reach into 

the larger community to alert other professionals-including 

noneducators-of the important role they can play in involving 

parents in literacy education. Schools should look for support 

for the dissemination of a variety of educational information by 

pediatricians, dentists, hospitals, childbirth and newborn class 

teachers, social workers, preschool teachers, and other child 

care professionals, Such literature should not only-emanate 

from schools but also be distributed at doctors' offices and 

at other community agencies· to provide parents with information 

about their important role in their children's ·success in school, 

In addition, state departments of education, book sellers, or 

other private industries might be contacted to help with dis-
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semi nation and financial support . 

The brochures or pamphlets ·may help parents think about 

their own role in their children's literacy development for the 

first time. Young parents at a newborn class may discover the 

importance of reading to their child from an early age or of 

allowing children to write on chalkboards. 

At school, classroom teachers, reading specialists, and 

school administrators will find these brochures valuable in 

supplementing classroom r eading calendars, newsletters, and 

personal letters which go home to parents throughout the year. 

Some are appropriate for explaining the importance of reading at 

the beginning of the school year; others list book selections 

which are ideal for sending home at winter holiday times; while 

still others will encourage summer reading at home. 

Teachers and schools can thus build parent and educator 

cooperation in the development of literacy by becoming dis

seminators of useful, relevant information. Some resources may 

be obtained by writing to the organizations listed below, 

(Please include a #10 self-addressed, stamped envelope.) In 

addition, local resources should be checked. Many state and 

local reading, language, and early childhood organizations have 

a variety of fine brochures. Finally, a list of ERIC documents 

is presented below as a further source of helpful ideas and 

materials. With such resources, it is possible for school 

personnel to show parents and others in the community that 

schools provide leadership and take seriously the cooperative 

relationships necessary for literacy development. 

ORGANIZATIONS 

American Library Association, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago, 

Illinois 60611. 

Association for Childhood Education International, ACEI 

Publications, 3615 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20016. 

The Children's Book Council, Inc., 67 Irving, New York, New 

York 10001, 

Education Department, Dell Publishing Company, Inc., 245 East 

47th Street, New York, New York 10017, 
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