
Guidelines on Censorship 
of the Minneapolis Schools 

It is apparsnt from responses to the censorship survey 
conducted this fall by the Censorship Committee of the Minnesota 
Council of Teachers of English that many school districts in 
Minnesota do not have a formal-written procedure for handling 
complaints about instructional materials·, The Committee feels 
that a written policy is imperative for the just handling of 
complaints and for the protection of the in_terests of teachers, 
pa.rents, and students, We urge all school districts to develop 
such policies and urge members of the MCTE to take leadership in 
their districts in doing so, To help you in your deliberations, 
we offer you one_good model, that used 1:>y the Minneapolis Public 
Schools. 

GUideTiries on Cens·orship of the Minneapolis Public Schools 

As questions continually arise about the legitimacy of learnin 
materials used in classrooms, it is important to remind all school 
staff. that the Students' Right to Learn Committee is the officially 
designated body to which complaints_are to be directed, Any 
individual, whether school staff or concerned parent, · should 
review the following p.rocedures before filling out the CITIZEN'S 
REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION OF A WORK, This· form is available 
from Seymour Yesner in the Department of English and Humanities, 

When the complaint comes from a parent in the community, the 
following preliminary steps are advised before proceeding to 
register the complaint with the Students' Right to Learn Committee: 
1. The parent should seek to resolve the issue in a discussion 
with the teacher involved, 2, The teacher should notify the 
building principal that a conference between the parent and teacher 
is scheduled to discuss the specific material. to which the parent 
has objected, Names of parents or other visitors who wish to 
attend will be given to the principal, The teacher may choose 
to invite the principal or other school representatives to be 
present at the conference, 3, (a) If, after the conference, a 
parent still questions the use of the materials, the school will 
excuse the _son or daughter from using these materials and will 
provide substitutes for which the student may receive full credit, 
(b) If, after the conference, a non-parent still questions the 
use of the materials, he or she may elect to file a CITIZEN'S 
REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION OF A WORK and the procedure would then 
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follow Step 5 through Step 8. as outlined below, 4. In cases 
here questions_h~ve not been resolved in a conference, parents 

may request a visit to the class.room to view the materials in 
use •. Such visits will be restricted to parents whose children 
a~e in the classes where the materials are being used. Arrangements 
with the teacher and the principal must be made at least three 
~chool days in advance for such visits, In order to insure that 
instruction will be minimally disturbed, the number of visitors 
that may visit a classroom during a period may be restricted, 
5, If no solution is reached in the conference or classroom 
visitation, the principal will request that the complainant fill 
out the CITIZEN'S REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION OF A WORK, .(a) If 
the form is not filled out, the principal will send a. written 
explanati~n of the incident to the deputy superintendent. (b) I:f 
the form.is filled out, it is sent to the chairperson of the 
Students' ~ight t~ Learn Committee, 6, The Students' Right to 
Learn Committee will arrange for a hearing of the complaint as 
soon_ as possible. Before meeting, the committee will review the 
pertinent materials, The chairperson will invite to the hearing 
the.complainant, the committee, and such other persons as the 
c?airperson deems necessary. 7. The corrmittee, after its hearing, 
will recommend to the deputy superintendent, appropriate action, 
8,. ':'hed:pu~y superintendent will notify the complainant in 
writing within five school days after the hearing of actions taken 
Jr contemplated, 

If the concern comes from an administrator or a teacher 
that person should fill out the CITIZEN'S REQUEST FOR RECONS~DERATION 
OF A WORK and send it to Seymour Yesner, the chairperson of the 
S~udents' Right to Learn Cammi ttee. Steps 6 through 8 listed above 
will then be foll.owed, 

Answer to an Obvious Question 
Not very often, I don't 
not anymore, It's too much 
like watching the world end 
every night,. promp_tly at six, 
b~t like a soap opera, you 1 re invited 
to see it end again tomorrow. 
To have the world end once · 
is, I'd say, 
enough. Now I'm satisfied 
to sit on the _lawnchair 
listening to voice of sunset 
announce the events of one world's· day-
without commercials. 
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