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CHRIS GROSSMAN The poet sits patient. 
He waits. 

Mississippi 
Writers' Workshop 

- 11:42 a.m. 

His as-yet-ungraded audience 
shall tell him 

how great he is. 
He's used to that. 
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Meanwhile: 
Jane plays cards with her lap top. 

He reads poems about cud-chomping heifers. 
And cow-tipping. 

"I used to write poems to Sylvia Plath. 
Now I write odes to 

eighty per cent orion 
twenty per cent nylon 

winter face masks 
and half-unraveled baseballs." 

"You-have-to-learn-to-FEEL. 
That. 

Pain." 
"I. 

So. 
Suffer." 

English Journal 

It's too late for a full refund. 
I'm resigned to find 
that a creativity guru 
in St. Cloud Minnesota 
is quite as good as you'd think. 

He reads co-authored poems -

that damn 
eighty per cent orion 
twenty per cent nylon 
ski mask on his arm. 

If Jim Henson wasn't gone 
he'd drop dead 
here and now. 

"If:you're happy and y'poet, 
raise your hand!" 
Clap, clap. 

"If you're happy and y'poet, 
raise your hand!" 
Clap, clap. 

"If you're happy and y'poet 
then your prose will surely show it. 
If you're happy and y'poet, raise your hand!" 
Clap, clap. 

in the room 
the students come and go -
convinced he's Michaelangelo. 

Chris Grossman is a graduate assistant inthe english depatment at St. Cloud 
State University Shes also taugh eighth graders, pre-bar mitzvah Lubovitcher 
seventh graders. She's published poems and essays around the five state area 
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