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Waiting to Remember 
Larry M. Gavin 

Remind me love, of what is missing 
Of how the troubled sky is just 
A sky observed by one with a troubled heart. 
Remind me of that time before the storm 
When the air smelled of Lilacs and Daffodils. 
Name the stars for me on a summer night 
Tell their stories like progress of a dream. 
Name tunes we once danced to in the early 
Winter, around the fire, as we traced a path 
In the embers of maple, oak and birch. 
I have the sense I've forgotten something 
Important, but I'm not sure what it is. 
I know it's not that love that brought me here, 
And not the falling stars I wished on as a child, 
Or the fireflies in the jar near my bed, 
Or your hands telling the story of our 
Time together-taking the shape of a life 
Within the memory of love both near 
And distant; at the same instant. 
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Kennesaw State University 

For half a century, young 
adult literature has addressed 
homosexuality. With a few 
notable exceptions, however, the 
literature has portrayed the 
"doomed" nature of being 
gay-gay teens either die or are 
otherwise punished. Though no 
one can argue the need to raise 
homophobic awareness, uplifting 
novels about gay teens accepting 
their identities and having positive 
relationships with straight teens 
have been few. This missing link 
is due to gays initially not having a 
voice in the literary world and 
later to the need for catharsis-to 
tell of the injustice bestowed upon 
them. 

Recently published books, 
however, suggest a promising 
movement in gay literature. While 
young adult literature has 
historically painted a gloomy 
portrait of gay teens and usually 
featured one-dimensional gay 
characters, many newer works 
paint brighter, more hopeful 
pictures and portray multi
dimensional characters. 
Downplaying gay bashing and 

violence, th.ese novels feature 
complex characters exploring their 
sexual identities and their 
relationships with straight teens in 
more accepting environments. 
While these novels continue to 
address the fears and uncertainties 
of gay teens-as well they 
should-humor and accepting 
relationships permeate these 
stories, creating a more "upbeat" 
tone and conveying a more 
hopeful message. 

Helen Wittingler's Hard 
Love (1999) may have laid the 
groundwork for this lighter 
treatment of homosexuality. Who 
has read Hard Love and can forget 
Marisol, the wonderfully crafted, 
multi-faceted, and uniquely funny 
and strong lesbian teen who says 
bitterness is a waste of time and 
"loves the weird way she is" (10)? 
And John Garlardi, the lonely 
straight teen who describes 
himself as being immune to 
emotion but falls in love with 
Marisol knowing she is gay? 

Wittlinger's Printz Honor 
book elevates the genre of young 
adult gay literature, for it is a 




