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Letter From the Editor 
This is hard. My first attempt 

at writing this introduction went on for 
pages and linked this year's theme 
(2001: An English Odyssey: 
Exploring the Space Between Words) 
to the "multiverse" many-worlds 
theory of quantum physics, linked 
what we're doing in our classrooms 
(teaching multicultural literature, 
critical thinking, and tolerance through 
the perspectives of others) to the 
efforts of all good gods, and linked the 
terrorist attacks of September 11th to 
everything. 

My second attempt wasn't 
much better. This, my third, promises 
more of the same. Hard to get much 
clear thinking done these days. Maybe 
it'll help to just get it out. 

Great thanks go to all who 
submitted their good works to this 
issue. These pages are a reminder of 
how blessed we are to live in 
Minnesota: our diversity is reflected 
here, yes, but our spirits as well, 
diverse spirits which joyfully unite in 
appreciation of our differences and 
come together to get good work done. 

We've all heard how we'll 
never forget where we were when the 
terrorists attacked. I was fifteen 
minutes into my 8 a.m. analytical 
writing class and a couple pages into 
Martin Luther King's "Letter From a 
Birmingham Jail" when a student came 
in babbling a long strange explanation 
for his tardiness, that his radio was 
playing, and he was listening to a song, 
and then some guy came on right in 
the middle, and ... 

And by the time he got to the 
important part I was nodding and 
saying something like, "Yeah, yeah, 
whatever, we're kind of in the middle 
of something here" and waving him to 
his seat so everybody laughed and 
nobody really heard what he said about 
planes hitting buildings and ... 

And then he just took his seat 
with a weird look on his face, like he 
expected me to do something, so I just 
went right back to the "Letter" and 
what King was saying about justice, 
and what he was saying about 
nonviolence, and what he was saying 
about loving, understanding, 
respecting, and getting along with 
others. And then ... 

And then class ended and we 
opened the door to hallways filled with 
students watching hatred blossom on 
televisions suspended from ceilings 
along the way. And we realized ... 

I realized I'd been a bad 
teacher, disregarding obvious conster
nation on the face of a student, missing 
what might have been the most 
important teaching moment of my 
career. Or did I? I like to believe in 
the possibility of creatures like 
windigo, uniped, ogopogo, menehune 
and muse. The possibility of such 
creatures is good to imagine, fictional 
spirit figures of all sorts that make our 
stories more interesting and more 
meaningful. Like angels. Like the 
possibility of angels existing, spirits of 
our good ancestors and present 
prayers, all really busy that morning 
holding up towers as long as they were 




