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The Minnesota English Journal solicits manuscripts from teachers of English at 
all grade levels. Submissions may take the form of 

• "Best Brief Strategies" -- 50-200 word descriptions of successful 
teaching techniques 

• Original poetry or prose by Minnesota teachers and students 
• Articles discussing any aspect of the teaching of or research in 

language arts 
• Reviews 
• News items of interest to teachers of English language arts 
• Graphics by Minnesota teachers and students 
• Letters to the editors 
• "To Air is Human" -- humorous or thought-provoking examples 

of misspellings or unexpected language use from student or 
teacher writing 

Manuscripts should be written in MLA style. In addition to a printed or 
typewritten copy, the editors greatly appreciate a copy of your article on a 3.5" 
diskette labeled with your name and article title. 

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE: 
February 15, 1996 

Please address all manuscripts for and comments on this Journal to 

John Banschbach and Gwen Griffin, MEJ 
MSU53 

PO Box 8400 
Mankato, MN 56002-8400 

Minnesota En&Jish Journal is the official publication of the Minnesota Council 
of Teachers of English, and is printed by Mankato State University Printing 
Services, Mankato, MN. Opinions of the writers are not necessarily those of 
either the Minnesota Council of Teachers of English or Mankato State University. 

Reproduction of the material in Minnesota En&)ish Journal is hereby authorized 
for non-commercial pwposes, classroom use, or professional development, 
provided that each copy contains full acknowledgement of the source and that no 
charge is made beyond the cost of reprinting. 

Advertising Policy: The Minnesota English Journal accepts paid advertising of 
products or services that will be of value to MCTE members. A full-page, 
camera-ready, black-and-white display advertisement is only $50.00 per issue. 
The editors reserve the right to determine what is appropriate. 
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From the Editors 

This issue of Minnesota En~lish Journal demonstrates the vitality of English 
studies. Elizabeth Nist's "The Consequences of Arrogance" describes the persistent pain 
of Hiroshima and her response to it, as a teacher and a citizen. Stephanie Fielen explains 
the important role young adult literature can play in AIDS education. Gayle Gaskill, 
appearing in Minnesota Emdish Journal now as contributor, reveals the "insistently 
American" qualities of Hope Leslie and The Scarlet Letter. Articles by Elizabeth and 
Paul Grawe, Christopher Johnson, and Carol Galbus offer insights into the usefulness of 
tagmemics, into thematic units, and into collaborative learning. There is poetry by Elmer 
Suderman, Galene Erickson, and students from Luverne Middle School. And, (as the Cat 
in the Hat said, "That is not all, oh no! that is not all!") there are reviews of books about 
literacy education, multicultural literature, interactive education, the discussion of 
literature in the classroom, and the nature of voice. 

Costs of publication have increased greatly in the last several months, and the 
consequence is a larger, more economical size for the Minnesota English Journal. We 
have taken this as an opportunity to try to create an even more pleasing format. Please 
let us know your opinion. 

John Banschbach Gwen Griffin 

The Consequences of Arrogance 

Elizabeth Nist 

As we walked to the train station 
in Kobe that morning, I was looking 
forward to the hour and a half ride to 
Hiroshima as a chance to meditate on 
how I felt about my country's 
development and use of the atom bomb. 

I was eight months old on August 
6, 1945. Sometimes I feel as though the 
bomb is my fraternal twin, The Little Boy 
-- an intrinsic part of my psyche, a living 
being. In my daily routine, I block the 
bomb out of my mind--just as I numb 
myself against the facts of germ warfare, 
world hunger, acid rain, the thinning 
ozone layer, and all the other human 
atrocities that, together, overwhelm me. 
But in Hiroshima, I didn't want to be 
numb. I wanted to be sensitized. I 
wanted to be vulnerable to the human 
experience of atomic war. 

All of this churned in my mind as 
my husband Jack and I climbed the stairs 
to the boarding platform and looked for 
our gate. After a week in Kobe, I was 
becoming more confident of my sense of 
direction even when I couldn't read any of 
the signs. I was getting used to strangers 
on the trains approaching us with broad 
smiles to ask if they could practice their 
English on us and then looking confused 
by our American accents. I was getting 
used to being stared at. "Gaijin!" 
(Foreigner!) Children giggled behind 
their hands watching Jack duck his 6'2" 

frame to enter a doorway. "Takei des 
yo!" [Giant!] 

Three weeks in Japan--but not as 
tourists staying in hotels, taking guided 
tours, and speaking English all day. We 
were guests of the Kido family, staying in 
the Tuan home: Kido-san, the father; 
Kaneko, the mother; Shotaro, the eldest 
son (age 21); Junko, the daughter (age 
22); Daikichi, the youngest (age 14); 
Sakuko, an aunt; and more aunts, uncles, 
and cousins who lived nearby. We felt 
honored and welcome. Every day a 
different family member guided us on 
and off trains and through mazes of street 
malls, teaching us Japanese signs and a 
"survival" vocabulary. 

Shotaro had spent a year with us 
as a foreign exchange student, and the 
family had spent Christmas with Jack and 
me and our twin sons, Bobby and David, 
in our home in Utah. Ever since their 
visits they had repeatedly invited us to 
come to Kobe. 

Only Kido-san and Shotaro spoke 
English with any fluency. Nevertheless, 
Kaneko and I developed our own style of 
conversation, always with the dictionary 
alongside the constant flow of gestures 
and laughter. We were close friends, not 
only sharing each other's homes and 
holidays, cooking and doing dishes 
together; she had even shared her son 
with me. 
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