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From Our Past 

During the year 1974-1975, MCTE continued to offer opportunities to 
Minnesota teachers for professional development through workshops, com
mittee work, and projects. Workshops branched out to include other 
professional organizations. MCTE and the Minnesota Reading Association 
(MRA) co-sponsored regional workshops on reading and other aspects of 
language arts in Bemidji, Moorhead, Rochester, and St. Cloud. This also was 
the year a handbook was printed listing the duties of all officers and citing 
constitutional authority. 

With the authorization of MCTE, President Don Otto, along with statewide 
groups of history and foreign language teachers, was involved in a Minnesota 
Humanities Commission grant entitled " The Humanities As Education for 
Living." This project reached out to communities through trained represen
tatives and via radio, television and available tapes to stress the importance 
of humanities in the curriculum at all levels. 

Duluth was the site of the Sixteenth Annual Spring Conference May 2-3, 
1975. "Up, Down and All Around" was the theme emphasizing articulation 
of language arts curriculum within and between school levels. Margaret 
Early, NCTE President, delivered the banquet speech, "We Look Before and 
After." Roger Oneck, member of the NCTE commission on English Curricu
lum and the Committee on Creative Strategies for Teaching English in 
Secondary School, opened the conference with his speech "What Is Meant 
by Articulation of the Language Arts Program?" 

Resolutions emphasized MCTE's leadership in the following ways: 

1. By requesting the State Department of Eduction to consult professional 
organizations of English teachers before formulating guidelines that would 
affect the status of the profession. 

2. By requesting MEA and MIT to notify the MCTE Executive Committee of 
any pending legislation and hearings that would affect directly or indirectly 
the status of the English teaching profession in Minnesota. 

3. By setting up a network of legislative liaison people in each Minnesota 
House and Senate district to communicate and/ or inform the legislators of 
MCTE's concerns. 

4. By asking the State Department of Education and the State Legislature 
to investigate the findings under the Fair Fee Bill so that a portion of the 
funds could be allocated for enrichment experiences. 

5. By urging the Minnesota School Board Association and boards of 
education to consult with subject matter teachers before effecting curricular 
changes. 
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At the Business meeting, MCTE commissioned MCEE to undertake a 
statewide program during the next year to examine the problem of teacher 
preparation and to make recommendations for certification. 


