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relationships. He can admit that the graduate student has less allure for him 
than the senator's attorney. Weathering personal and ethnic crises has been 
cathartic, and Guy reenters his California present with control and freedom. 

Gregory Morris, in examining Red Earth, White Earth for his article "The 
Agrarian Impulse in Contemporary American Fiction," asserts that, for ?~-lY• 
"Reclamation of past and land fails, as if politics were too strong a med1cme 
for matters of spirit and desire" ( 194). For me, the ending of the novel is much 
more sanguine. What Guy has reclaimed is more important to him 
personally than land, though land has been the catalyst for the renewed 
spirit and the desire that he comes away with, to say nothing of his mother, 
who accompanies him to California after Tom's death. In the renewed bond 
between son and mother, the circle of the past has successfully closed for 
Guy as it has for Martin with the ownership of the farm. 

This novel of getting in touch with on's roots is for Guy as much a salvation 
and a rebirth as it was for Keane's Yankee a damnation and a death. The 
land itself is, finally, inconsequential to both Guy and the Yankee, but it 
proved appropriately instrumental in ways they could never have imagined. 
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From Our Past 

As MCTE matured during the middle years, 1970-1977, it took positive 
action on pressing issues - certification, training of teachers, alternative 
educational careers, over-emphasis on vocational education - and reaf
firmed its commitment to the humanities. MCTE strengthened its influence 
by establishing the Minnesota Conference on English Education. 

In 1970, MCTE benefited from an active publications program. Publications 
brought money and recognition to the MCTE and served the profession well. 
All available copies of the fall issue of Minnesota English were bought by the 
Minnesota Department of Education. Also, the bibliography, Linguistics for 
English Teachers, continued to sell throughout the nation. NCTE bought 
250 copies. A series of study guides on Ethan Frame, The Scarlet Letter, In 
Cold Blood, To Kill a Mockingbird, and The Grapes of Wrath, prepared by 
Brother Raphael Erler and Sister Mary Greaber, were introduced. Transpar
encies titled "Parliamentary Procedure," prepared by Gloria Erwin Ander
son, and tapes of Paul Roberts' speech were produced and sold. 

During this period, Dr. Allen cited a need for a liaison committee between the 
State Board of Education and MCTE. This committee was formed and 
chaired by Dr. Joseph Miller. The State Language Arts Advisory Committee 
had resigned because it no longer advised the State Board but rather the 
State Department. Information was unavailable on which colleges had their 
programs approved. Because of these problems, the Special Liaison 
Committee held many meetings on certification with representatives of the 
State Department. 

At the same time, MCTE conducted a survey to determine the way in which 
colleges were meeting guidelines for elementary certification. 

Two problems also were dealt with: computerizing the membership files to 
improve service; filing necessary papers to obtain exemptions from sales and 
income taxes under non-profit corporation status .... 

In 1970-1971, MCTE continued to be concerned with state and national 
problems facing the profession. The Articulation Committee took the 
initiative to meet with representatives of junior colleges in northern and 
southern Minnesota. A Censorship Committee was formed to work out 
procedures to help MCTE members involved in censorship cases. MCTE 
established a new Humanities Committee that was successful in publishing 
a survey on humanities and administering the National Science Foundation's 
Science and Humanities essay contest, "Man and His World," sponsored by 
the Hill Foundation. Opposed to the closing ofNCTE-ERIC, MCTE contacted 
the Minnesota Congressional delegation. 

"English for a Multi-Cultured Society" was the theme of the Twelfth Annual 
Spring Conference held at South High, Minneapolis, an April 30-May 1, 
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1971. Principal speakers were Robert Hogan, Executive Secretary ofNCTE, 
and Delores Minor, Supervisor of English, Detroit Public Schools. A 
"Celebration of the Cities" enabled conference attendees to visit experimen
tal classrooms, see talking typewriters, attend the Work Opportunity Center 
as well as visit the Guthrie Theater and the Minneapolis Institute of Arts. 

[Excerpt from:] A History of the Minnesota Council of Teachers of English: 
The First Twenty-Five Years by Edna C.Downing. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS JOURNAL OF MICHIGAN 

A Call For Manuscripts 

For an upcoming special focus issue of The Language Arts Journal of 
Michigan, its editors invite submission of articles and essays focusing on the 
history of English language arts instruction. Such articles might examine 
past practices and texts, discuss significant changes that have occurred in 
the writer's own teaching practice, and/ or speculate on the directions 
English language arts instruction may /must go as we near the end of the 
century. Such articles and essays will be reviewed until February 1, 1992. 
Appearing twice during the academic year, LAJM publishes articles on 
issues, theory, theory-based practice, and research in the teaching and 
learning of the language arts at all levels, kindergarten through college. 
Manuscripts should be 6-12 pages in length, double-spaced, and use the 
MLA style for parenthetical documentation and the NCTE Guidelines for 
Non-Sexist Use of Language. Send three copies and a self-addressed 
stamped envelope to LAJM Editors, Department of English, Central Michi
gan University, Mt.Pleasant, MI 48859. 

ASSOCIATION OF TEACHERS OF ENGUSH GRAMMAR 

A Call Fc(I Papers 

The Teaching of Grammar: K through college; The Association of Teachers 
of English Grammar is seeking presentations for the Third Annual Confer
ence on the Teaching of Grammar in grades K-college. The conference will 
be held at the Pennsylvania College of Technology in Williamsport, PA on 
June 18 & 19, 1992. We seek presentations in the following areas: textbook 
evaluations, classroom techniques, applied linguistics, teacher training, 
rhetoric and composition, reading skills, language development, and critical 
thinking. Presentations should be 20 minutes, with ten minutes for 
discussion. Please include information on A/V or computer needs, your 
address, phone number, and a short summary of the presentation. Dead
line for proposals: April I, 1992. Contact: Ed Vavra, Pennsylvania College 
of Technology, DIF 112, One College Avenue, Williamsport, PA 17701. (717) 
326-3761 Ext. 7736. FAX (717) 327-4503. 


