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" .. .Poetry Arrived 
in search of me. I don't know, I don't know where 

it came from, from winter or a river. 
I don't know how or when .... " 

Pablo Neruda 

My first experiences with poetry came in elementary school and 

they were very positive. I did not feel like a poet by any stretch of the 

imagination; rather I was doing my homework. It felt simple-write a 

story with a rhyme. The poems were short and cute; there was no need to 

think of the importance of the words I was writing. 

By middle school, I found myself writing with a bit more creativity, 

but from a darker muse. When asked to contribute a poem for the school 

journal I submitted a depressing poem that my teachers and parents 

considered suicidal: 

My life is in a shambles 
And I just can't get away 

Restricted to my environment 
Killing and death is all I see, 

it happens every day 
Finally 

I 
See the 

Hell of my life, maybe I should 
End it all! 

Rest is what I ultimately need. 
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I tried to explain that it was 
all in fun, regardless I found myself 
with a year in therapy and a lost 
desire to write anything. Looking 
at the poem today I can understand 
why it was interpreted the way that 
it was. 

Aside from required assign
ments I did not write a single piece 
of creative writing in high school. 
Going to a liberal arts college 
forced me to open my mind to many 
new subjects; slowly my fears of 
writing went away. Finding myself 
in a poetry writing class, 
confronting those middle school 
demons was hard, but I found 
pleasure in it. This was the rebirth 
of the poet in me. 

It was during my student 
teaching experience that I was first 
exposed to the power of a student's 
writing being published. From my 
own past encounter I knew how a 
poet's words can be interpreted, but 
I was about to come to a new 
understanding. 

I was invited by one of the 
teachers with whom I was working 
to an open-reading one evening. 
This evening reading was a 
celebration in honor of the release 
of a literary magazine that was 
sponsored by the high school 
creative writing class. All of these 
students enthusiastically awaited 
their copy of the published 
magazine. The students took turns 
reading their own contributions to 

the magazine. The styles of writing 
varied from poetry, to short story, 
to even a short script. 

They all came out for their 
copies of the magazine that was 
published. You could see as they 
applauded the writing of their 
fellow classmates and laughed at 
the tum of a humorous phrase that 
they all took something from this 
unique event. I was amazed that 
high school students enjoyed 
reading their own writing so much. 

Today I teach at an inner
city urban school, hundreds of 
miles away from where I did my 
student teaching. At the same time 
it was a feeling of coming full 
circle. This is the school that gave 
me my high school diploma, and 
now I am a teacher in the room 
where I spent four years learning 
about my hatred for writing. This 
school has a history of little to no 
connection to the arts. It is a school 
for aspiring athletes, not future 
artists. 

There are art classes and 
creative writing classes, but no 
outlet for the young artists. Aside 
from a few pictures placed up near 
the cafeteria and rotated every 
semester, there is little evidence or 
reference made to the depth of 
talent possessed by many learners 
in our school. 

Drawing from my exper
ience during student teaching, my 
first attempt to work with a poetry 

magazine emerged during my first 
year of teaching. The assignment: 
each student was to create an 
anthology drawing from their own 
writing, their classmates, and some 
famous poets. These anthologies 
were unique to the individual who 
created them. 
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Some learners created more than 
one copy of their own anthology to 
share or trade with classmates or 
family members. By reading the 
semester evaluations, I discovered 
there was class interest in pub
lishing their anthologies on a larger 
scale. 

At first, the Many students 
students hedged at the The final thought it would be 
idea. They did not adaptation would great to have a book 
want to write, let be to recognize the that contained all of 
alone_ publish any- work of the the poetry from the 
thing of their own. I teachers and class that they could 
found that the writing administrators . . . share together. My 
abilitiesofmyclasses ---------~ ninth grade class
varied tremendously. There were room was a polar opposite of the 
some gifted writers who were dying twelfth grade creative writing class 
for this type of opportunity. They I observed, yet they all experienced 
were easy to win over, but the rest joy in sharing their writing with 
of the class was a bit of a challenge. others. 
They didn't want to write anything After a summer of 
in class. reflection, I came to the conclusion 

As the project slowly that I would somehow create a 
lumbered on I observed a change literary arts magazine for this 
in the attitudes of the reluctant school. I recognized there were 
writers; students started to share some adaptations that first needed 
their poems in class. Some would to be made. I wanted the school's 
read them to the whole class, magazine to reflect the type of 
basking in their accomplishment. artistic talent at our school. Second, 
Many would simply pass their I wanted the magazine to include 
poems, like notes, over their all types of writing, but also include 
shoulders during lectures on poetry many types of visual art. The final 
conventions and forms. Soon, a adaptation would be to recognize 
large majority of the class was the work of the teachers and 
working diligently at assembling administrators of the school. If this 
their own anthologies. simple magazine could create even 

The students loved pub- half of the reactions I had seen in 
lishing a book for themselves. my classroom and student teaching 
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experience, I would know it was a 
success. 

I called upon the school's 
newly formed "Arts Committee," 
for help. This committee was 
created to showcase and publicize 
the school's role in the arts. The 
committee included staff members 
from almost every department. I 
proposed the magazine to the 
committee, and they immediately 
decided it was an idea worth 
supporting. One of the committee 
members, a published local poet, 
became the co-editor of the 
magazine and a vocal influence in 
how the magazine could be 
assembled. 

We were able to collect the 
works with relative ease. We 
placed up a few posters, made a few 
announcements, and talked to our 
classes about what kinds of 
materials we wanted to include. We 
asked the faculty to spread the word 
and, almost immediately, we had 
enough material to create a 
magazine. 

This being the first year, 
almost everything was published. 
The arts committee served as a 
selection board. They read over the 
writing and looked at the art 
selections. This committee then 
vetoed works that they thought 
were inappropriate, due to language 
or content (sexual, violent, drug/ 
gang related, etc.). Cooperating 
with an area copy shop and using 

the school copier, we were able to 
assemble our magazine with just a 
little cutting and pasting. Since 
most of the collected works were 
used, it was easy placing the poems 
and selecting the art to place on the 
pages. It was exciting watching the 
magazine take shape, as the pages 
were arranged. In a very short time 
we were able to create a magazine 
that looked professional. 

As word of mouth spread, 
so did the size of our literary 
magazine. The first year was quite 
an accomplishment-50 pages, but 
the second year's edition was close 
to 100 pages long! With the 
growing size of the second edition 
came a greater anticipation for its 
release. The administration 
sponsored an "Arts Night" at the 
school, with the students reading 
their work with their parents in 
attendance. This night was a 
celebration, highlighting the artistic 
talents of our students. 

One student read a short 
story entitled "A Death in the 
Family." This story told of the last 
days of his grandfather's life and the 
impact this man had on this 
individual. It was a powerful piece 
of non-fiction. By the time he had 
finished reading his selection his 
parents were in tears. The 
following is an excerpt: 

At that point in time, my 
mind left the present and traveled 
to the past. I was torn from my 
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body and relived the days when my to write, publish, and read a story 
grandpa was healthy. Days when about her father. She told me about 
he would take me for walks, when her fond memories of her father and 
he would slip a hated onion into my she thanked me for the opportunity 
mashed potatoes and then slip me she had to recall them on that night. 
a dollar to make up for it. How She was able to buy a copy of the 
much he loved to hear of my magazine for every member of her 
accomplishments, how proud he family. If the magazine was 
was of me with every .---------- ..... published and we 
award and report By taking th e time were only able to sell 
card I would get. I to publish the copies to this family, I 
thought of the fact creations of the would still consider it 
that my hero had just students, we are a success. 

died. placing a positive 
1 slowly re- value in the work 

The school maga
zine is best described 
by looking at the 
definition of the word 

turned to the world 
they do. around me but my 

crying did not stop. It took all my 
remaining strength to put my head 
up and a sense of surrealism 
surrounded me. The room was 
nearly empty by this time and then 
eventually I was alone with him. I 
let go of his hand and carefully rose 
my feet, not quite trusting my legs 
to support me. I bent over him and 
I whispered a prayer, the Our 
Father. I then whispered a message 
and several promises to him. 

I kissed his already cooling 
forehead and I told him I loved him. 
I walked out of the room with a 
heart heavy with grief to face a 
world that had one less good 
person in it. It was the hardest thing 
I'd ever done. 

At the end of the night his 
mother came up to me and told me 
about how special it was for her son 

"anthology." Webster's defines 
anthology as a collection ofliterary 
pieces of writing. It goes on to state 
that the word anthology comes from 
the Greek anthos (flower) and 
legein (to gather) to form 
anthologia which means a 
"gathering of flowers." 

The writing and art that the 
students create are like flowers. 
When collected together, it is like 
a bouquet of flowers-many 
beautiful individual colors and 
scents, but when gathered together 
it becomes a striking image. By 
taking the time to publish the 
creations of the students, we are 
placing a positive value in the work 
they do. The students are proud of 
their work and it is visible in how 
willing they are to share their work 
with others. 
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One student who considers 
herself a poet found the opportunity 
to publish her poems as a chance to 
express her personal voice to all. 
She was published in the second 
edition of our literary magazine, 
and now a year later other students 
recognize her as a talented writer. 
The literary magazine was able to 
give her the recognition she 
deserved. This was something she 
had not felt before. Here's one of 
her poems: 

My Generation 
They label me 
Then put me in category 
Generation X 
Because they don't know what will 

become ofme 
They call it rebellion 
I call it expressing my creativity 

They say I'm violent 
No control of my actions 
Have no sense 
Compelled by greed 
Do they have anything better to do 

than judge me? 

They judge what I wear 
My music 
How I speak 
Trying to condemn the idea of 

tattoos and piercings 
Continuously trying to change who 
lam 
As if your opinions effect who I 

want to be 

You say I have no future 
Look at me like I'm stupid 
Like that's going to stop me 
Like your words are going to stop 

me 

Don't call us generation X 
We are a Generation of Success 
Because of that hunger for 

education 
Achievement is one thing that we 

will never lack 
We won't choose to settle for less 
Just try and put failure in our face 
We will throw it back 

The "Arts Night" celebrates 
their work and the students realize 
that they have skills that are special. 
Students who do not have sports or 
extra-curricular activities now have 
something to highlight their 
abilities. 

And for students who are 
very active they have a new way to 
express themselves that they might 
not have tried before. When staff 
and administration participated by 
publishing their own work, it added 
a greater worth to the publication. 
A building-wide survey was 
conducted and 82.5 percent of the 
students valued and wanted to see 
the work of their teachers. This 
same survey showed 65 percent of 
the students wanted to see their 
administrators' work. 

Researchers working for the 
"Arts Education Partnership" and 
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the "Presidents Committee on the The magazine allowed us to 
Arts and Humanities" wrote the create a simple empowerment tool 
Champions of Change report. to reach students who are usually 
Champions of Change researchers not allowed to feel that sort of 
found that the arts play a stronger accomplishment. The students 
role in the lives of students than involved were able to have a 
which they are given credit. tangible result for their work. My 

This study showed there tangible result was a school that 
were dramatic links to ..-----------. was able to transform, 

My tangible result at least for a short higher test scores and 
academic achieve
ment based on a 
student's level of 
involvement in the 
arts. 

was a school that while, into a thriving 
was able to arts community. 

The achieve-

trans/ orm, at least 
for a short while, 

into a thriving arts 

Students are always 
looking for a way to 
express how they are 
feeling. This expres
sion could be shown ment numbers were ~--c_o_m_m_u_n_it_Y_·_~ 

secondary to the actual impact that 
art has on the students involved in 
creating it. 

James Catterall states 
"creating an artwork is a personal 
experience. The student draws upon 
his or her personal resources to 
generate the result. By engaging his 
or her whole person, the student 
feels invested in ways that are 
deeper than 'knowing the answer."' 

through the clothes they wear or the 
decorations on their walls. Often it 
is in the words they write or the 
pictures they draw. By taking the 
time to publish the students' work 
they will feel the type of 
accomplishment that is more often 
the result of a touchdown or a 
homerun. So take the time to create 
a magazine for your school. Let our 
students succeed with art! 
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