
Bridging Our Worlds: 
Celebrating Literacy and Community 

What? 
When? 

Where? 

Registration: 

A Literacy and Book Fair 
Friday, October 20 7:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. · 
Saturday, October 21 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Ronald M. Hubbs Center for Lifelong Learning 
1030 University Avenue St. Paul, MN 55104 

Available On-site $20 for 2 days, $15 for 1 day, 
half price for students 

Co-Sponsors: ARTS-US, SASE, Milkweed Press, Inner City 
Youth League, Creative Consultations, 
Minneapolis and St. Paul Public Schools, 
COMP AS, and a variety of booksellers. 

Friday: 7:00 Registration 
7:30 Kickoff: Afrikan Perfection (Afrikan 

Drum Corps), Readings and panel of 
authors and educators 

8:30 Readings & storytellers ( concurrent 
sessions) 

9:30 Reception: music and food, book fair 
Guest Authors: John Minceski, Alexs Pate, Mary Rockcastle, 

Deborah Keenan, Julie Landsman, Rose McGee, 
George Claborn 

Storyteller: Jerry Blue 

Saturday: 9:30 Kickoff: Walker West Music Academy and 
other student performance groups 

10:00 Group reading of authors 
10:30 Readings & storytellers ( concurrent 

sessions) 
11 :30 Student readings and performances 
12:30 Reception: music and food, book fair 

Guest Authors: Linda S. Finney, Alma Curry, Venise Battle, 
Michael Fedo, Davida Adejouman, John Caddy, 
Diego Vasquez 

Storytellers: Sean Brown, ARTS-US Young Storytellers 
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Teaching Students about AIDS through 
Adolescent Literature 

Stephanie Felien 

Open a magazine. Turn on the 
television. Listen to the radio. Read the 
newspaper. Go to a public restroom. 
Though they all seem to be a part of our 
daily lives, they also share another trait-
they all are confronting AIDS. Every day 
the media faces yet another story about 
AIDS, whether it be scandalous, medical, 
political, or personal, and it is time that 
our public schools start talking. Though 
AIDS education in the school poses yet 
another realm of controversy, there is no 
question that our students, our children, 
have a right to and an undeniable need for 
such education. 

Although AIDS education can 
take many forms, such as effects on the 
immune system, health-related 
consequences, prevention techniques and 
lifestyles, political controversies and 
histories, there exists an extremely 
powerful device for teaching our students 
about AIDS. Literature. 

Om students, whether they be 
seventh grade special education students 
or twelfth grade honor students, are now 
being exposed to something as scary as 
adultery, racism, and injustice, if not far 
more terrorizing. Neither Hester Prynne 
(nor Nathaniel Hawthorne), Uncle Tom 
nor Boo Radley ever had to live in a 
world terrorized and saturated with the 
threat of AIDS. In school I learned that 

racism is wrong and dishonor causes 
emotional destruction, but I never learned 
how to live in a world with AIDS. I 
learned about AIDS through media and 
myths. I heard lies and threats. I shared 
prejudices and hate. I was ignorant. It is 
through literature that such ignorance 
can be abolished. 

··,It is our job, as teachers who care 
about the well being of our students and 
the quality of the education they receive 
at our hands, to find a way to create an 
atmosphere of understanding, knowledge, 
and acceptance. Though AIDS education 
would seemingly be placed within the 
curriculum of a health or science class, 
literature has volumes of AIDS education 
that show students, in a different form, 
the urgency and relevance of this 
information. 

For years, literature has created 
both real and imaginary worlds that 
connect students with histories, cultures, 
diversities, and themseives. Through 
literature and the study of stories that are 
relevant to their own lives, our students 
can learn that they are not invincible nor 
ever immune to AIDS. They can also 
learn that they are not alone with their 
feelings of seclusion, fear, and self-hate. 
Hundreds of books have been written 
about AIDS, including personal diaries 
and reflections, such as Beatrice Spark's 
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It Never Ham,ened to Nancy, information 
books addressed to adolescents, such as 
Clayton Bess's The Mayday Rampage, 
and fictional stories, like Alida Young's l 
Never Got to Say Good-bye, that often 
seem all too real. 

However, when you decide which 
AIDS related books to bring into your 
classroom, it is vital to the integrity of all 
students that the books are preread and 
analyzed. Unfortunately, there exist 
many AIDS related books that are 
prejudiced against homosexuality, biased 
against certain religions, and disregarding 
teen realities such as drug use and sex. In 
M. E. Kerr's Nite Kites, the AIDS 
infected protagonist is homosexual, and 
the novel denies the reality that all 

, unprotected sex can result in AIDS. 
Regardless of your position on such 
issues, it is your job as a teacher to find 
constructive ways . of getting the 
information across to your students. 
There will be homosexual, or at least 
questioning, students in your classroom. 
It has been estimated that one in every ten 
students in your classroom will be 
questioning his or her own sexual 
preference. There will also be prejudiced, 
narrow-minded students and parents. 
Therefore, it is crucial to find books that 
address the urgency for AIDS education 
that are relevant to your students and that 
do not ignore, belittle, begrudge, or 
undermine their integrity. Connection 
has to be made with each and every child. 
It is a matter oflife and death. 

Many schools are implementing 
AIDS education through literature. East 
Junior High School, in Superior, 
Wisconsin, observes an AIDS awareness 
week in its curriculum. During one week 
in the month of May, students are 
educated about what AIDS is, what AIDS 
does, how one can contract AIDS, and 
how one can be protected from 
contracting AIDS. Students read 
literature during this awareness month, 

and the teachers show their students and 
parents of these students that AIDS is a 
social reality, however terrifying, that can 
no longer be ignored. I randomly 
surveyed over 40 adolescent school 
children, ages 14 to 16: nearly all of them 
had had some type of AIDS education 
and sex education in school, and a great 
majority of them would like to have even 
more education. Some of the literature 
that East Junior High students read is 
Nite Kites and I Never Got to Sav Good
bye. These students also receive an 
information booklet containing hotlines, 
protective practices, and fictitious 
situations to help them learn to cope. 

When students learn about AIDS, 
it is essential that they learn the truths and 
dismiss the myths at an age that is young 
enough to make a difference. It has been 
estimated that age twelve is the first 
sexual experience for many adolescents. 
At East Junior High, the education starts 
at grade seven and continues throughout 
the middle school. In ninth grade, 
newspapers and current events, state 
papers and regulations, and visits from 
AIDS specialist doctors and victims are 
brought into the curriculum. The 
reactions from both parents and students 
have been extremely positive. East 
English teacher Kim Towns explained 
that she received thank-you notes from 
parents for teaching their children about 
AIDS. Towns also expressed the 
importance of teaching AIDS awareness: 
"It's no longer a matter of reputation 
concerning sex education. It's no longer 
bad girl or good girl ... it's dead girl." 

What better way is there to reach 
your students than through literature that 
could affect them for the rest of their 
lives? With peers working right 
alongside, comfort levels high, and 
anonymous questions welcomed, surely 
AIDS awareness and prevention will 
increase, and the spread of this 
horrendous disease will diminish. 
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Adolescent Literature With AIDS/HIV Themes 

Arrick, Fran. What You Don't Know 
Can Kill You. New York: Dell, 1992. 
The story of a thirteen-year-old girl 
whose sister contracts HIV from her 
boyfriend. Debra's life begins to 
crumble around her as she loses friends 
at school, confronts difficulties at home, 
and has to face losing her only sister. 

Baer, Judy. The Discovery. 
Minneapolis: Bethany House, 1993. 
The story of Todd, whose older brother's 
fiance discovers she has AIDS. In the 
midst of making her wedding plans, 
Nancy finds out that her destructive past 
has caught up with her and has left her 
with HIV. 

Bess, Clayton. The Mayday 
Rampaee. Sacramento: Lookout 
Press, 1993. 
The story of Jess and Molly, two young 
teens writing for their school newspaper 
about the controversial subject of sex 
education and AIDS. Jess and Molly 
report on the human face of AIDS and 
tum their high school upside down in 
the process. 

Hermes, Patricia. Be Still My Heart. 
New York: G.P. Putnam's Sons, 1989. 
In the middle of a teenage romance, two 
young teens find out their favorite 
teacher's husband has AIDS. As these 
teens battle to keep their favorite teacher 
from being fired, they realize how much 
they mean to each other. 

Kerr, M.E. Nieht Kites. New York: 
Harper & Row, 1986. 
Seventeen-year-old Erick discovers that 
his brother is gay and has AIDS. This 
story illustrates the complicated lives of 
three teens who are all dealing with 
prejudice in some form, self-identity, 
and self-acceptance. 

Miklowitz, Gloria D. Good-Bye 
Tomorrow. New York: Dell, 1987. 
The story of Alex, who suffers 
community and family prejudices 
because he has AIDS, as told through 
the eyes of his sister, his girlfriend, and 
himself. 

Sparks, Beatrice, ed. It Happened to 
Nancy. New York: Hearst, 1994. 
The compelling story of Nancy, written 
in her own words, as she copes with 
living and dying with AIDS. This diary 
is highly educating from both an AIDS 
factual summation to a painfully 
personal reflection on living and dying 
with AIDS. 

Young, Alida E. I Never Got to Say 
Good-bye. Ohio: Willowisp Press, 
1988. 
The story of Traci's best friend, Marc, 
who gets HIV through a blood 
transfusion. The story illustrates 
struggles of community prejudice and 
ignorance and the great importance of 
family and friends. 

Other HIV/ AIDS Materials 

Teacher Education Resource Manual: 
Resources to Aid in the Development 
of an mv /AIDS Curriculum for 
Teachers in Trainini. Baltimore: 
American College Health Association, 
n.d. 
This manual is an excellent source of 
AIDS information, carefully selected 
and organized to help teachers design a 
curriculum for education on AIDS. 
Included are medical facts, a glossary, 
HIV related values and opinions, health 
education guidelines, curricula and 
materials, information on how to 
integrate and implement HIV education, 
and resources. 
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Turck, Mary. AIDS. Mankato: 
Crestwood House, 1988. 
This pamphlet explains how people get 
AIDS and how to prevent it, and 
discusses popular myths about the 
disease. 

Yarber, William. AIDS: WhatYoun2 
Adults Should Know. Virginia: 
The American Alliance for Health, 
1989. 
The pamphlet answers questions that 

young adults would be likely to ask. 
Also included are national hotlines, 
numbers and addresses of support 
groups, activities, and personal 
information forms for students to fill 
out. 

~ Stephanie Felien is a Teaching 
Secondary English student at the 
University of Minnesota, Duluth, and 
currently resides in Carlton, MN. 

NCTE Announces 1996 Achievement Awards in 
Writing and Promising Young Writers Program 

To encourage our high school 
students and eighth-grade students in 
their writing and to recognize publicly 
some of the best student writers in the 
nation, the NCTE is accepting 
nominations for two awards in 1996. 

The Achievement Awards in 
Writing will be presented to students 
nominated and cited as excellent writers 
by judges based upon their entries of 
two written compositions. Nominees 
must be students who will graduate from 
high school in 1997. A maximum of 
876 awards is possible; the awards are 
announced in October when the student 
nominees have entered their senior year 
in high school. This is the thirty
seventh consecutive year that NCTE has 
sponsored the awards. 

Recipients of awards and the 
English departments from which they 
were nominated receive certificates of 
commendation from the NCTE. Their 
names and addresses are printed in a 
booklet that is mailed in October to 
directors of admissions and freshman 
studies in 3,000 colleges, universities, 
and junior colleges in the United States. 

Nominations must be sent to 
NCTE by January 23, 1996, with the 
entries submitted no later than April 21, 
1996. For more information, including 
a full listing of categories and rules, 
write for the Official Rules Booklet, 
Scholastic Writing Awards, 730 
Broadway, New York, NY 10003. 

The Promising Young Writers 
program, entering its eleventh year with 
the 1995-1996 school year, was 
established to stimulate and recognize 
students' writing talents and to 
emphasize the importance of writing 
skill among eighth-grade students. 
Eligible students who have been 
nominated by their schools in fifty 
states, the District of Columbia, 
American Schools Abroad, and Canada 
may participate in the program. 
Students who submit papers will receive 
either a Certificate of Recognition or a 
Certificate of Participation to 
acknowledge their efforts. 

Entries and fees must be 
received by January 10, 1996. For more 
information contact Ms. Sandra Nesvig, 
1757 Wellesley, St. Paul, MN 55105. 
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Hope Leslie: A Prototype for the American Female 
Heroism of Hawthorne's Hester Prynne 

Gayle Gaskill 

The Scarlet Letter (1850) is a 
fascinating tragic novel and deservedly 
a familiar component of many high 
school and undergraduate English 
curricula. Ho_pe Leslie (1827), a lively 
comic epic prototype of female heroism 
in colonial Massachusetts by 
Hawthorne's contemporary female 
novelist, Catharine Maria Sedgwick, 
provides an instructive and entertaining 
parallel to Hawthorne's work. Thanks 
to Rutgers University's new American 
Women's Writers Series, it is now 
available in paperback to stand beside or 
in place of The Scarlet Letter as a 
nineteenth-century woman writer's 
vision of the heroic potential in the 
founding American ideal. 

Bearing her enigmatic scarlet 
letter beyond the grave, Hawthorne's 
Hester Prynne triumphs heroically not 
only over the unforgiving Puritans who 
scorn her but also over the greatest 
achievements of seventeenth-century 
science (in the corrupt, Faustian figure 
of Roger Chillingworth) and of 
Protestant religion (in the timorous , 
passive figure of the eloquent preacher, 
Arthur Dimmesdale). Intimately allied 
to each man as wife or as lover, she 
nonetheless survives both of them, as 
well as a shaming social ostracism that 
neither of these revered figures ever 

faces. Hester comes down from the 
scaffold where Arthur has died to 
become a legend of new Boston, quietly 
creating gorgeous art with her needle 
and generous comfort with her deeds of 
charity. 

As Hawthorne presents it in The 
Scarlet Letter, the Puritan colony that 
has abandoned the partiarchal monarchy 
of old England to frame a 
commonwealth in new England 
unconsciously offers the environment for 
a new heroism. However, the hero must 
be female: men are too comfortably 
smothered by tradition. Between them, 
Chillingworth and Dimmesdale represent 
the traditional wisdom of the inflexible 
old world, yet they prove powerless 
beside Hester, who struggles to nurture 
superior, independent, charitable values 
in her personal moral wilderness. 

Published in 1850 and set in 
Boston two centuries earlier, The Scarlet 
~ is the culmination of a quarter 
century of colonial Puritan novels 

' 
including Hope Leslie, the third novel of 
Catharine Maria Sedgwick, a fellow 
Massachusetts author whom Hawthorne 
admired "as our most truthful novelist" 
(Foster 72-73; 20). Published in 1827 
and set in Boston about a decade before 
Hawthorne's story, Hope Leslie 
anticipates the female heroism of The 
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