
reading plus personal experience, for example, can generate a very 

useful short paper as one step on the way to the full-blown 

research paper, 

The emphasis throughout on the real use of sources--not just 

the mechanics of footnoting them--is the book's strong point. It 

performs a real service by showing the student how to integrate 

reaQing and writing, and shows reading as a crucial part of the 

prewriting phase, We recommend the book very highly for use in 

a second composition course, since it does not deal with the 

basics of organization and style, 

BOOK REVIEW OF EVERGREEN 

by Deanna D. Evans 

Susan Fawcett and Alvin Sandberg, Evergreen: A Guide to Writing. 

Second Edition. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 

1984. Pp. xii, 414; 12 black-and-white photos. $?. 
Available to instructor: Instructor's Manual and 

Instructor's Package. 

During the past decade college and community colleges 

throughout the country have introduced and/or increased course 

offerings in developmental writing; as a consequence, many new 

basic writing textbooks and workbooks have been published within 

the last few years. One of the most complete and effective is 

Evergreen: A Guide to Basic Writing by Susan Fawcett and Alvin 

Sandberg (Houghton Mifflin, 1980). This combination textbook

workbook focuses on effective paragraph writing and has become 

the required text for basic writing courses on many campuses as 

it was at Bemidji State University, the institution where I 

teach, during the 198,-84 academic year. Instructors who have 

used Evergreen and believe it to be an excellent text may be 

disappointed to learn that an enlarged, revised second edition 
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is in the college bookstores this fall. A thorough comparison 

of the two editions, however, indicates that the revised text is 

as satisfactory as the original as a basic writing text and pro

vides a better grammar and spelling review. 

Evergreen: A Guide to Writing, second edition, as its pre

decessor, is a large, spiral-bound, soft cover text. The pub

lisher provides the instructor with an Instructor's Manuel, 

similar in format to the manual which came with the first edition; 

it contains teaching suggestions, chapter notes, and answer keys. 

A new, additional teaching tool is being offered with the second 

edition, an Instructor's Package; it was designed by Yolanda 

Stratham and the authors and consists of 174 8½" x 11" looseleaf 

pages, which the instructor is invited to reproduce mechanically; 

these contain supplemental instruction sheets and additional 

practice exercises with · answer keys. 

,- The most obvious changes to the text itself are its new 

black cover and its increased thickness. Perusal of the table of 

contents indicates that the revised text contains more chapters 

on grammar and sentence structure and a new unit on spelling. In 

addition, it contains an index by rhetorical mode of paragraphs 

and essays used in the text as "models." The print size also 

seems somewhat larger as do the blank spaces; these changes should 

help the student with reading difficulties. Moreover, many pages 

contain photographs, which not only add visual interest, but also 

make a substantive contribution to the text; they are used to 

reinforce the exposition (the photograph of a yak on p. 81 

illustrates the concept of "class" definition) or to provide the 

subject matter for writing topics (the photograph of the man in 

the "Pizza Joe" hat on p. 67 is the basis for a spatially-ordered 

descriptive paragraph). 

In spite of such visible changes and additions, the instructor 

who uses Evergreen primarily as a textbook about writing will 

find few substantive changes. The first four units (pp. J-260) 
still focus on the writing process and contain virtually the 

same information that they contained in the first edition, as 

well as some of the same examples, exercises, and assignments. 
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Unit I still defines the paragraph and stresses the need for a 

topic sentence and coherence; the student is still taught to 

focus the subject and to make a pre-writing "jot" list; (in the 

second edition the process is labeled brainstorming) . Unit 2 

still consists of seven chapters, each introducing a particular 

mode of development and containing a "check list" and suggested 

topics for student paragraphs. The seven modes are presented as 

follows: illustration, description, process, definition, com

parison and contrast, classification, and persuasion. The most 

apparent modification to this unit is the deletion of the material 

on analogy, which was treated as a special kind of comparison 

in the first edition (Chapter 7). However, much of the analogy 

material is retained in the discussion of simile in Chapter 12 

(pp. 196-200) of the second edition. Unit 3, which contains the 

discussion of metaphor and simile, has been somewhat expanded, 

This unit, focusing on ways to improve the paragraph, concentrates), 

on diction; avoiding triteness; consistency in tense, number, 

person, and discourse; sentence variety; and principles of re

vision. Unit 4 remains much as it was. In this useful section, 

the student is shown that the modes of paragraph development can 

be used to organize short essays; it contains as well chapters 

on how to write introductory and concluding paragraphs and how 

to answer essay questions. 

As this analysis of the first two-thirds of the text shows, 

Evergreen, second edition, is substantively the same writing text. 

Alterations and modificationo that do occur are improvements. The 

concept of an analogy was confusing to many basic writing students 

and, consequently, has been deleted. Minor changes in the ex

position also are improvements. For example, in Chapter 1 of 

both editions, the student is led through the process of creating 

a paragraph with a topic sentence about a sloppy person named 

Pete. In the first edition, the topic sentence reads, "Pete is 

one of the sloppiest people I know." In the revised edition the 

sentence has been replaced with this less personal, more objective 

sentence, "Pete's sloppiness is a terrible habit." A few "model" 

paragraphs have been changed as well, presumably because the 
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subject matter may be of more interest to students from 

economically deprived backgrounds. A spatially-ordered paragraph 

on the youth of John D. Rockefeller, for example, has been 

replaced with one about life in a tenement. Most of the "model" 

paragraphs from the first edition have been retain,ed, however. 

The second edition differs most drastically from the 

original in the last two units. Unit 5, "Reviewing the Basics," 

has grown from nine to eleven chapters. Three are on sentence 

structure; the excellent table on coordinate and subordinate 

sentence patterns from the first edition (p. 145) has been 

included (pp. 278-279) and is followed by a useful sentence

combining practice. Unit 6, "Improving Your Spelling," is new 

to the second edition and most useful. It consists of two 

chapters: Chapter 28 contains ten parts and includes several 

rules and exercises for such spelling problems as when to double 

ff the final consonant or to drop the final~. The last Chapter 

includes a glossary of look-alikes/sound-alikes, including such 

perennial problems as past/passed and it's/its. 

As the comparison between the two editions shows, the 

revised edition is more than a repackaged, more expensive version 

of the original; it is a good text made better. While the 

excellent guide to paragraph writing of the first edition is 

retained along with instruction on organizing a short essay and 

answering essay questions in the first two third of the text, the 

expanded section on grammar and sentence construction and the 

additional unit on spelling result in Evergreen, second edition, 

being a more complete text-workbook for the basic writing student. 

With the supplementary assignments included in the Instructor's 

Package, the instructor of a basic writing course should not 

need any other text. 
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