
(3) Students must be ·kept writing "until they have said 

exactly what they want to say." 

Her uniqueness lies in the fact that her work was done 

primarily with minority students, Indian and Eskimo in particular. 

These students did not respond to conventional academic rewards 

(grades), but they did grow dramatically in their ability to 

express themselves with her approach. 

Her methods early in the writing process emphasize the five 

senses and the here and now to give students' writing a feeling 

of immediacy, She moves then to assisting students in the re

vision process: praising any improvements from first drafts, 

making notes to oneself rather than to the student about grammar 

needs of students, and clipping typed notes to students' drafts. 

Allen's book includes many practical suggestions such as 

exercises in short story writing, check lists, capsule lessons, 

publishing techniques. and grading methods. She also strongly 

recommends teachers writing with students: "Let us try thinking 

of ourselves as 'learners' along with other learners in the 

classroom." This attitude of learning with and from her students 

permeates her approach, 

At some points Allen sounds somewhat dogmatic. Some teachers 

may be uncomfortable with her list of "don' ts" while students 

are writing which include not grading papers, preparing tomorrow's 

lesson, or looking over students' shoulders. However, they 

reflect her commitment to respect students' rights not to be dis

turbed while writing. I winced at her list of "Laws of Writing," 

al though I agreed with them, simply because the term, "Laws," 

suggests rigidity dangerous to teachers of writing because 

professional writers provide many examples of violations or 

nearly any set of "Laws of Writing" yet developed. 

Writing to Create Ourselves, can offer a practical intro

duction to some important ideas in teaching composition, proven 

in Allen's work with a more resistent group of students than 

most of us will encounter, It will also reinforce teachers who 

are already familiar with many of Allen's ideas, The key is in 

the relationship between students and teacher, based on mutual 

respect and a common commitment to producing the best writing of 

which the student is capable, 
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