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to be held Saturday, April 30, 1983, at the University
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will be "The Challenge of Diversity."
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the first Midwest Writing Centers Association Conference,
of Missouri at Columbia.

The theme of the conference

We are inviting proposals for papers which will
fit into either a one-hour workshop format or a
twenty-minute individual presentation followed by a
ten-minute question and answer period.

Although we

welcome proposals dealing with any of the standard concerns of writing centers, topics of particular interest
include:
the professional status of writing lab personnel

:*

the role of computers in teaching writing

:*

tutor training
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the use of the writing lab approach in the classroom'

published in the Conference Proceedings.

:

tions, however, should not be ,merely readings of

:*

papers.

:*

informal talks focusing on practical suggestions.
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programs for writing across the curriculum
effective diagnosis of writing problems
All papers presented at the conference will be
The presenta-

Instead, presenters are encouraged to give

Writing centers and labs are also invited to share
instructional materials, descriptions of tqeir programs,
or other i terns of interest at the Materials Exchange
Table.
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of Missouri at Columbia and Central Methodist College

*
1
*1
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at Fayette.
One-page proposals (or completed papers) should be
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submitted no later than February 15, 1983,

:*

all proposals and requests for further

$

Melody Daily, Dir., Writing Lab, Central Methodist

:*

!*

The conference will be co-hosted by the University

Please send

information to:

TWELVE EFFECTIVE ANTIDOTES"

By Nicholas P, Criscuolo
It is not necessarily true that all the children who like
to read are good readers.

Enthusiasm for reading, however, is

a tremendous stimulus for reading proficiency.

The development

of reading ability is not an automatic process; some practice
and reinforcement are needed for proficient reading.

Once

requisite reading skills are mastered, the exciting world of
reading opens up to youngsters and they read voluntarily and
enjoy every minute of it.
Unfortunately, there are too many students who do not like
to read.

Some can read well, but reading is not one of their

favorite pursuits.
low priority.

They find reading boring and assign it a

These children are often classified as apathetic

or reluctant readers.

Other children become reluctant readers

because they have not met with success in learning how to
read at the elementary school level,
cause they want to avoid failure.

They avoid reading be-

Reading habits are formed

early and when these youngsters reach junior or senior high
school, they have already formed negative attitudes toward
reading.
Children who are apathetic readers present a real challenge
to secondary teachers.
reader?

How do they retrieve the alienated

Is there something that they can do?

Apathetic

readers at the secondary level certainly can be motivated to
read for information and pleasure.

The way for teachers to

achieve this goal is to conduct appealing activities in their
classes which emphasize the fun aspects of reading.

This

article will describe briefly twelve activities which have
proved successful in convincing the secondary reader that
reading can be worthwhile and enjoyable experience.
1.

Family Crests -- Students can design family crests

for some of the main characters contained in the stories and

*t
*
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books they've read.

$

who took a trip) or a symbol for the character's name (a rose

Crests can include symbols for professions

(stethoscope for doctor), activities (a hotel for someone

College, Fayette, Missouri 65248 (816) 248-3391 ext 328/338!
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for Bill Rose).

On the back of the crest, students can write

the name of the story or book which generated the creation of
the crest.

These crests can be posted on the bulletin board.

Class members can try to guess the title of the book or story
by examining the symbols include:i in the crest.
2.

Use this fact to good advantage

by having students select two characters from a favorite book
or story.

Using the reference material on hand, each team

To add "spice" to this activity, some teachers time it.

5,

Pic~ure Definitions -

Although the rebus (syllables

of words in picture form) is usually associated with children

Telephone Messages -- At this age level, most youngsters

love to talk on the telephone!

question,

researches the question posed.

at a younger age, students in upper grades enjoy working with
rebuses also.

Put the following rebus on the board and ask

the students what the word is:

Have them write dialogue between these two characters

in the form of a telephone conversation.
needed is a telephone,

The only "prop"

Students can read or memorize the

telephone conversation which chronicles pertinent events from
the story.

This telephone "presentation" can take place in

front of the entire class, if desired,

J,

Reviewer's Stance

Discuss the meaning of the word.

Students can be motivated to read

and become discerning critics at the same time.

Ask the students

to note a book they've read (preferably one that's been published recently) and to write a short review of it.

Have

them check with the school's librarian to locate book reviews
of childrens' books found in such publications as Th~ New York
Times Book Revie'!ii section, The _Horn Book, etc. to locate
published reviews of these books,

It will be fun for the stu-

dents to compare their reviews with the published revie..ws.

If

the students' reviews differ significantly from the reviewer's,
encourage them to write a letter to the reviewer explaining why
their reviews differ.

They could also do this if their own

opinions and views support those of the reviewer.
4.

Reference Preference

about their environment and a variety of other areas.

Have

available a variety of reference material such as encyclopedias,
thesauri, dictionaries and so on.

Have each student in the

class write one question such as:

"Who scored the most
"How many plays did

William Shakespeare write?", "Who invented basketball?"
Collect all the questions and put them in a jar.

Divide the

class into teams and have a "drawing"--each team picking one
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class and look up the meaning of each rebus word in the dictionary if necessary.

Students can also use a rebus reservior

to write some original stories which they can share with each
other to read .

6,

Imaginary Interviews _-- Students are interested in

TV and movie stars, book heroes as well as celebrities in
other fields,

Ask each student in the class to select a person

that he or she would like to interview and conduct an
imaginary interview.

Before doing so, however, ask the stu-

dents to team up--one student is the interviewer aljld the other
the interviewee.

Individual interviews can be recorded on

tape and played for the rest of the class.

Students are naturally curious

touchdowns in pro football since 1971 ?"

Ask the students to

make up their own rebuses, exchange them with others in the

Be sure to have a lot of reading material e.g. magazines,
books, newspapers, etc. for students to use in reading up on
the person they've chosen to interview.

7,
of books.

Lending Library -- Many classrooms have collections
The size of the collection can be increased by

donations from various community organizations, groups and
individuals.

A project which will prove interesting for the

students is to have them arrange the books systematically.
Books can be sorted into such categories as fiction, nonfiction,
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biography, etc.

Often all the reader has to do is fill out a coupon with his

These books can then be arranged in

or her name and address in order to receive these free catalogs.

alphabetical order by the author's last name within each

There is a wealth of information contained in these

category and .replaced on the bookshelf.
Students can be encouraged to devise a system for checking
out books.

One effective technig_ue is to use the "lending

library" approach where each student who reads a book from the
collection lends it to someone in the class, giving a brief

Libs.

Mad Libs

Students enjoy playing a game called Mad

Students select sentences from a favorite book or story

and write this sentence down leaving out certain words.

One

student is selected to begin the activity by reading a sentence
such as the following:

"Todd was feeling very___so he___

to the salesperson with a strange look in his eyes."

The
The

words supplied can then be compared with the ones actually
used in the story or book from which the sentence was taken.

9,

Secret Codes -- Although summarization skills are

important, many students aren't overly enthusiastic about
writing summaries of books and stories they've read.

them.write and illustrate their own advertisement for the item

using a code.

Ask the students to devise a code e .g. reverse

These advertisements can be posted on the bulletin

board and will create an attractive display.
11.

Mail Call -- After a student has read a story or book

which has proved to be an especially enjoyable experience, a
short report can be written in the form of a letter to a friend
in the class,

For example:

Dear Laura,
I've just finished reading "The Mystery of
Pinewood Manor."

This book is written by Charles

McCord and takes place in England,
rich man who lives on an estate.
more money.

His scheme backfires.

I won't tell you what happens to the old man
since it has an unusual ending.

Your friend ,

The name

of the book or story being summarized should be written in
regular form on the back of the sheet.

Be sure to have the

youngsters write the code used at the top of the sheet and then
have them swap coded summaries.
the code,

The task now is to decipher

If the coded summary is writ ten in an interesting

manner, the student will be motivated to read the book or
Catalog Collectors -- Many magazines and newspapers

print advertisements which offer free catalogs.

Sometimes they

may be mail order clothing or furniture or travel brochures.
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These "letters" aan be dropped into a mail bag and delivered during "mail call."

The letters add a personal touch

and will encourage the students to read the book described
in the letter.
12.

Photo Review

During the course of the school year,

many exciting school events such as oratorical contests,
athletic contests and school dances take place.

Undoubtedly,

there are some students in the class whose hobby is photography,

story being summarized after learning its title.
10.

Tim

Encourage the students to write

their short book or story summaries using the code,

I know you'll

enjoy reading it as much as I did.

the letters of the alphabet, switch vowels around or make up
their own hieroglyphics.

It's about a
He is a greedy

man and devises a clever, illegal scheme to make

They can

be motivated to write summaries by varying the assignment by

En-

courage the students to pick one item from a catalog and have

student reads the sentence and when she/he comes to a blank
calls out "Give me an adjective," or "Give me a verb."

The pictures contained in them can be classified and

used to illustrate concepts for extending word meaning.

selected.

oral introduction as the book changes hands.
8.

catalogs.

These photo enthusiasts can be enlisted to record these
events on film.

A "Screening Committee" can be selected at

mid-year or at year's end to select as many interesting
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photos recording school activities as there are students in
the class.

Each student can then be given one photo and asked

to write a short text to accompany it.

These pictures can

then be posted with the caption "Mid-Year Review" or "School
Year in Review" for viewing and reading by all the members of
the class.
As a stimulus, copies of books on photography which give
tips on lighting, angles, focus, etc. can be made available
for practical classroom reading.

If you ask secondary teachers to name a major concern
they have regarding the reading program, they won't hesitate
too long to answer.
classes to read.

It's how to motivate students in their

Although it isn't always easy to reactivate

or capture the interest of the apathetic reader, the situation
is far from hopeless.

Positive steps can be taken to nurture

and foster the love of reading.

THE ACT OF LABELLING NorES

By Robert Pender
One major problem of students faced with the task of
writing a coherent research paper is organizing into some
logical order the mass of information collected on the one or
two hundred note cards stacked in front of them,

Many text-

books present the method of labelling with a key word or phrase
to facilitate this task.

Some advise students to assign a

descriptive label after the notes are taken, but before they

Concluding Remarks

The twelve creative activities

described briefly in this article are designed to do just
that.

THE TERM PAPER:

Activities which accent the enjoyable aspects of

are ready to arrange the note cards; some make the use of key
wo:rd headings optional; others urge indexing the note cards
at the time the notes are taken,

But not all of these texts

indicate why labelling should be done.

Labelling requires

student researchers to come to grips with the thesis by
determining the issues or subtopics needed to support the idea,
and forcing the students to exercise judgment when taking
notes so that they are conscious of their contents.
Labelling eventually reduces the utter chaos of notes
to a more manageable order,

Cognizant of the benefits of

reading will induce youngsters to enjoy the reading experience--

organization the device provides to m2ke their labor easier,

some for the first time--and savor every minute of it.

students willingly adopt the method, dutifully writing a key
wo:rd or phrase in the margin of the note cards,

Though this

device, by itself, does not provide a foolproof method that
automatically guarantees effortless organization, even when
the labels are done well, thoughtlessly written labels actually
interfere with a systematic arrangement of research materials
since they are practically useless.

Their effectiveness

depends on the quality of the label.
Observation of the captions heading the research notes
done in my Freshman Composition classes.by students assigned
to write a report arguing the guilt or innocence of Lizzie
Borel.en in the case of the Andrew & Abby Borel.en suggests an
planation for inadequate labelling, which is, that the
captions fail to capture the import of the notes, sometimes
because the notes are not always confined to a single idea,
but even when they are the captions appear
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to

be wanting,

