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"THE NEWS PAPER: A VIABLE LIN K BETWEEN 
HOME AND SCHOOL" 

by Nicholas P. Criscuolo, Ph.D. 

There is a vast amount of reading material available for chil
dren to read. There are magazines, books, almanacs and en
cyclopedias. Schools and libraries all contain interesting 
material which is available and readily accessible. Supermarkets, 
department stores and hobby shops all offer material which can 
be purchased for children to read, usually at inexpens i ve prices. 

There is another resource that i s extremely valuable in terms 
of its motivational impact for children: the newspaper. When 

one considers that the total daily newspaper circulation in the 
United States is in excess of 61 million copies, it becomes 
evident that the newspaper reaches many people and that this 
print medium is far-reaching and its use widespread. 

Many homes across the United States and the provinces of 
Canada subscribe to the newspaper. Although almost 98 percent 

t of homes in North America own a television set, this figure is 
not as high as the newspaper . TV is a potent electronic 
medium. Although the newspaper does not enter into as many 
homes, thus, the newspaper is an educational resource which can 
be tapped for use both at school and in the home. 

Classroom teachers have used the newspaper for years to develop 
reading skills. Workshops and seminars are held periodically 
for teachers which offe r fresh approaches and ideas for using the 
newspaper. There are now 480 newspapers that have adopted the 
Newspaper in Education (NIE) program in America and 65 news
papers in Canada. Newspapers using the NIE program employ con
sultants who provide wo rkshops and materials that offer tips 
and techniques for using the newspaper in the classroom. 

In the New Haven, Connecticut, public school system every 
fifth and seventh grade student receives the local newspaper 
once a week for a whole host of newspaper-related activities 
that have been generated by teachers. The program was in
stituted in 1979 and, according to a survey conducted among the 

participants, 98 percent of the teachers indicated that they 
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wished to continue receiving the newspaper in their classrooms. 
Teachers have found the following questionnaire developed by 

Ms. Beverly T. Schultz, NIE Consultant for the Jackson News
papers in New Haven, to be helpful: 
QUESTIONNAIRE ABOUT NEWSPAPER READING HABITS 
1. Does your family have a subscription to a daily newspaper? 
__ Yes __ No Which Newspaper(s) ------------
2. How often do you read a newspaper? Daily __ 
Occasionally __ Rarely __ 

3. How much time do you spend reading the newspaper every day? 
One hour or more 15 minutes or less No time at 
all 

4. Can you state any of the ideas that have been in the 
headlines recently? List the topics you remember: 

5. Check the parts of the newspaper that interest you the most: 
Advice columns 
Business news 
Classified ads 
Comics 
Crossword puzzle __ 
Editorials 

Fashion news 
Letters to the Edi tor 
Local news 
Front page __ 
Wedding news __ 
Food ads 

Weather reports__ Horoscope __ 
6. What part of the newspaper is your favorite? 

7. Do you follow important news stories from day to day? 
8. Where do you get most of your information about current 
events? 

Conversation 
__ Magazines 

Radio 
Television 

__ Newspapers __ Other (please specify) 
9. Regarding current events, do you consider yourself 
Very well informed__ Fairly well informed __ 
Poorly informed __ Uninformed 
10. Can you name some of the columnists appearing in your local 
newspaper(sJ1 Who, and what does each write about? 

The use of the newspaper, however, should not be considered 
to be in the sole domain of the classroom. Its value will be 
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increased if its use is extended into the home. Parents often 
ask teachers: "What can I use at home to help my child in 
reading?" In addition to school-prepared materials, the answer 

is simple: the newspaper. It is not only an adult medium; chil
dren can profit from it also. 

What are some good ideas that parents can use at home to rein
force reading skills through the newspaper? Here are five 
worthwhile ideas: 
1. Shopping -- Scour the advertisements and encourage your 
children to note prices of various food and clothing items. 
Allocate a certain amount of the family budget and have children 
total amount and deduct it from the allocation. 
2. Vocabulary -- Encourage your children to pick a "Word For 
The Day" from the daily or weekly newspaper. This should be an 
unknown word and children should be encouraged to use the dic
tionary to look up word meanings. 
3. Headlines -- Encourage children to examine headlines in the 
newspaper. Then clip some headlines from various articles and 

match the headline with its appropriate article. 
4. Coupon Clipper -- Encourage your children to clip cents off 

coupons for the weekly shopping trip. The child can then use 
his/her skills of classification in categorizing the coupons. 
5. Map Skills -- Have children clip out articles from the news
paper that take place in various places in the world. Have them 

attach the article to its location on a map. 
In addition to these activities which parents can do with their 

children at home, the newspaper also provides a vehicle for 
homework. Homework is an extension of schoolwork. It does not 
have to be equated with drudgery, for it can be creative and 
appearling to children. The newspaper provides an excellent 
opportunity for teachers to assign homework based on newspaper 
usage. Seven good suggestions for homework are: 
1. Many newspapers carry a weekly "News Quiz" on the week's 
events. This quiz can be comp 1 eted by the student and answers 
checked by either the parent or teacher. 
2. Children can write a review of a recently-published book or 
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recently-released movie. They can then check the reviews they 
wrote with those printed in the newspaper and compare them. 
3. Children can keep a log of unfamiliar words contained in the 

newspaper articles they read. Unfamiliar words should be under
lined and then looked up in the dictionary. 
4. Children can keep a scrapbook of articles and label them ac
cording to such categories as "Local ~ews," "International News", 

"Sports", "Human Interest Stories", etc. 
5. Children can clip and bring to class five news articles with 
their headlines cut off. Put the original headlines in an en
velope. The children can then work in pairs exchanging articles 
with one another reading each other's articles, and writing a 
suitable headline for the articles. Their written headlines can 

then be compared with the original ones. 
6. Children can be asked to select someone in the news i.e. 
Pierre Trudeau, Mary Tyler Moore, Jacqueline Bisset, Robin 
Williams, etc. and then go to the library and write a biogra
phical sketch of the famous person selected using a variety of 

reference aids. 
7. Children can read and clip two articles from the newspaper. 
They can be asked to write a summary of each article, answering 

the questions who? what? where? when? 
CONCLUDING REMARKS 

Schools should take full advantage of the newspaper. Classroom 
teachers and reading personnel should also extend its use into 
the home by suggesting to parents the types of ideas outlined 
briefly in this article. It is a perfect vehicle for linking 
the home and school. The newspaper can help immeasurably in im
proving reading ability not only in the school environment 

but the home as well. 

TECHNICAL WRITING--MORE 

THAN A COLLEGE SUBJECT 
by Robin W. Pfannstiel 

"Vague and insignificant forms of speech, and abuse of language, 
have so long passed for mysteries of sciences, and hard or mis-
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applied words with little or no meaning have, by prescription, 
such a right to be mistaken for deep learning and height of 
speculation, that it will not be easy to persuade either those 
who speak or those who hear them, that they are but the covers 
of ignorance and hindrance of true knowledge." 

Are these words of a frustrated contemporary writing teacher, 
waxing philisophical? Not quite. The above passage was actually 
written by English thinker John Locke in the eighteenth century 
(Jones, p. 102). He was pointing out an age-old problem still 
plaguing 20th century writers: wordiness. Despite increased 
brevity in oral language, both in conversation and radio-tele
vision, many young, otherwise good writers persist in writing 
gobbledygook. Students learning to express themselves on paper 
(including this writer at one time) often feel that the more 
pompous they sound, the better. This is no wonder, since adult 
examples of "good writing" are frequently afflicted by run-on 

sentences and ambiguous wording. 
What can the secondary English teacher do to help the student 

become a concise, practical writer? The teacher must teach 
technical writing style at early junior high and high school 

levels. Moreover, he or she must elicit practical applications 
of good writing--these include writing sets of directions, 
penning good business letters, and editing reports of wordiness . 

TEACHING TECHNICAL WRITING STYLE 
One of the secondary teacher's main goals should be to pre

pare the student for a career role in the professional world. 
The fact is that in today's job market, for better or worse, 
the technician, scientist, or businessperson fares appreciably 
better than the liberal artist. Unfortunately, research shows 
that even prominent people in these fields are guilty of poor 
professional writing. (MacIntosh, 1967). 

The teacher can help insure that future professionals will be 
more lucid by being on the lookout for these common faults: 

Failing to stress important points 
Engaging in wordy obscurity 

Writing long but weak introductions 
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