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NATIONAL CLASSROOM IDEA EXCHANGE NOW AVAILABLE IN BOOK FORM 

Elementary school teachers, on their feet before a class for six 

hours every day, consume ideas for learning activities at an 

astonishing rate. To help teachers in their constant search for 

ways to engage children in using and learning the language arts, 

the National Council of Teachers of English has stepped up its 

efforts to foster coast-to-coast sharing. 

Ideas for Teachers ITQ1!! Teachers: Elementarv Language Arts, 

just off the press, grew out of a popular NCTE Convention tra

dition, the Classroom Idea Exchange, which for seven years has 

enabloo teachers from throughout the U.S. to trade written 

descriptions of their favorite classroom activites. The book 

presents 122 suggestions from more than one hundred teachers. In

cluded are ideas for teaching reading, writing, word study, 

vocabulary development, spelling, grammar, usage, punctuation, 

observing, and evaluating. 

Additional sections, "Getting to Know Each Ot her" and "The 

First Five Minutes--and the Last," feature language acti vit:res 

that dispel the tensions of the first day of school, encourage 

interaction, focus the attention of a roomful of first- or sixth

graders, and end a long day in upbeat fashion. An element of 

play is present in many of these activiti es, fostering the belief 

·that using and learning language is an enjoyable part of everyday 

life. Most of these ideas from t eachers are designed for briefer 

time-spans, but a few can extend over several weeks. Cartoons 

that can be shared with the class illustrate a number of the 
activities. 

(94 pages, paperbound. Price : 
ISBN: 0-8141-2246-9. LC: SJ-4175, 
Illinois. Stock No. 22469,) 
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$5,50; NCTE members, $4,50. 
Available from NCTE, Urbana, 
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QUESTIOiUNG: A PATH TO CRITICAL THINKING 

by Leila Christenbury and Patricia P. Kelly 

FROM ERIC/RCS AND NCTE: AN AID TO BETTER QUESTIONING 

Every teacher's aim is to ask the kinds of questions that 

spark lively discussion. But questioning is a learned act. A new 

booklet in the Theory and Research Into Practice Series helps 

teachers draw on findings from research on questioning to polish 

their classroom techniques. Questioning: A Path to Critical_ 

Thinking was prepared by Leila Christenbury and Patricia P. Kelly, 

both of whom have taught English at the high school and college 

levels. It is published by the ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading and 

Communication Skills and the National Council of Teachers of 

English. 

The authors offer a concise survey of cu=ent knowledge about 

the teaching potential of · various types of questioning. They 

review the literature on hierarchies of types of questioning, 

such as Benjamin Bloom's sequence ranging ::"rom "to know" through 

"to apply" and "to evaluate." And they discuss the uses and 

limitations of such hie~archies for organizing language arts 

instruction, as revealed through research. Among the findings: 

heavy concentration on higher-order questions doesn't necessarily 

enhance student-'learning. Through their behavior, teachers may 

inadvertently defeat their own purposes in questioning, for 

instance, by giving students no more than a second or two to 

respond. 

Christenbury and Kelly show how teachers can use the concept 

of the questioning circle to evolve flexible inquiry techniques. 

They show how the circle concept can be applied to questioning 

in literature, composition, and language study and offer further 

suggestions for improving one's questioning strategies. Rounding 

out the booklet is a series of games to help students learn to 

generate their own questions. 

1'.Available from the National Council of 
Urbana, Illinois. 33 pages, paperbound. 
members, $3.00. Stock No. 38047.) 
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