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Phlox 

Flocks! 
Flocks! 
I thought you said 
in midsummer. 
Their purple 
and white burst 
like cotton candy 
or caramel balls 
wrapped in yellow 
cellophane packages. 
They're cheap! gaudy! 
and a little bit sleazy, 
but I love them just 

the same. 
Now in mid-September 

the autumn wind 
has rudely bitten and chewed most 

of the petals off the stem. 

I miss them still 
and feel I've crept 
out from the side door alley 
of some seedy burlesque strip joint 

still guilty over 
seeing the bloom slowly taken 

from the rose, 
one petal at a time. 

Angela Weinzettel 

The Influence of Birth Order and Parents on their 
Children in Pride and Prejudice 

• 

hile all of Jane Austen's novels focus on a single female character, 

most of these females have the companionship of sisters. Austen's 

~ !/fl' 'J) relationship with her own sister, Cassandra, influenced her writing 

by providing her with a basis of how sisters interact with each other. Pride and 

Prejudice 1 tells the story of Elizabeth Bennet, whose four sisters share her 

experiences in both positive and negative ways. As is the case with most sisters, 

the Bennet girls have vastly different personalities, and there are sometimes conflicts 

between them. What is different about their case is that their problems are a direct 

result of their parents' mistreatment of them. Their parents continuously play 

favorites, forcing them against each other and preventing them from being as close 

as they could be. By looking at each Bennet sister in order of birth it is easier to 

understand three important areas of their character: 1) their personality, 2) their 

role in the family as it fits into the birth order prototype and 3) how their parents 

treat them as a result of their birth order. By examining these three factors we can 

determine how they affect their relationships as sisters. 

Jane is the oldest Bennet daughter, which gives her the distinction of being called 

Miss Bennet. She is deemed the prettiest and best behaved of the sisters. Jane sees 

the world as an ideal place where people are inherently good. She sees the positive 

side of every situation and seeks out the good qualities of everyone she meets. As 

the oldest, Jane takes on many responsibilities for her family. Oldest children tend 

to have character traits such as being perfectionists, reliable, conscientious, list

makers, well organized, critical, serious, scholarly, goal oriented, achievers, self

sacrificing, people pleasers, conservative, supporters oflaw and order, believers in 

authority and ritual, legalistic, loyal and self-reliable" 2 Jane's personality fits many 

of these characteristics; specifically seen in the novel are her conscientious, self

sacrificing, loyal, self-reliable, and people pleasing qualities. Her reliability and 

responsibility also help her fill the role that many oldest children tend to fill, which 

is that of the parental figure. The critic Paula Bennett describes Jane's role as 

eldest daughter and caregiver, saying: 

Like many eldest daughters, Jane has assumed the role 

of family caretaker. Quiet, compliant, nurturant, and 

highly responsible, she is depicted as continually doing 

for others; taking their side, giving them emotional as 

well as physical support. It is virtually impossible for 

Jane to think ill of anyone-eventhose like the Bingley 
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A Way to Survjve 

One night, in the middle of it, when 

I could not sleep, I began to think 

about failure and how to accomplish it: 

how not to succeed in business without 
really trying, how not to win 

the lottery, how to take each 
highly unrecommended step 
as carelessly as possible, how 
to lose friends and influence no one. 

Then I thought: Perhaps I am working 

too hard at missing the beat, perhaps 

some unconscious, but calculating, Darwinian 

sense is leading me, against my worst 

judgment, into choosing the surest 

way to survive, if nothing else. 

Philip S. Bryant 

The First Lesson of Beauty 
-To Lizzie B.-

Never turn 
away from 
your own beauty. 
It may gently 
tap you 
on the shoulder 
one day and 
you' II look back 
to a total 
stranger wondering 
what she wants of you
if you are in 
her way or just 
blocking her view. 
Step aside in deference 
to let her go by 
yet her walk and 
form, black curly head of hair. 
and air will look 
just like you 
moving farther ahead. 
You may 
think it an 
odd coincidence 
that you should 
meet someone 
so beautifully reminiscent 
as to have just walked 
out of one of your own dreams. 
Don't hesitate-
from a distance she turns 
and suddenly 
recognizes 
you like a long lost friend. 
Go ahead 
while she pauses there 
a moment-
waiting for you 
to catch up with her again. 
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