
Far, far from reality these students' faces 
Like wind beaten saplings and groomed hair round their sleeplessness 
The tall girl with her weighed down head. The dictionary 
laden boy with lion's eyes. 

Groups consistently preserved Spender's contrast of the "One unnoted," 

finding someone to contrast with the prevailing mold of the group. 

While none of the paraphrases resulted in a poem, the exercise did 

indicate that basic concepts of unified figurative language and relationship 

of diction to background made at least enough sense to be usable. The 

socializing effect of group cooperation on a project and the realization of 

privileged personal backgrounds are harder to assess. The exercise, carried 

out by college freshmen, might be modified for most age groups, perhaps with 

teacher-guided discussion for an elementary group, considering the word 

changes necessary to give a poem a different setting. At any level, it 

should increase insight into the nature of language and into the particular 

precision of the words in a poem. 
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Richard Beach 
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Norine Odland 
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Minneapolis 

We want to thank Louisa Smith, doctoral candidate in children's 
literature, for her reviews of adolescent novels. Readers who would like 
an annotated list of a large number of 1977 titles, New Books for Young 
Readers, should send their names and addresses to NorineoaTana.Department 
of Curriculum and Instruction, 136 Burton Hall, University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455. • 

Books for Chi 1 dren 

Anno, Mitsumasa. ANNO'S COUNTING BOOK. illus. by author. Crowell, 1977. 
unpaged. $5. 95 

Primary age children studied and restudied this one. Primitive, 
Grandl1a Moses type illustrations build in detail as the months pass 
and we count from one to twelve. Trees and flowers grow, clouds 
form, houses spring up, and a town grows as Anna's intriguing water
colors take us from season to season. Truly a picturebook, capturing 
the essence of counting. One of the year's best. 4-7. 

A~drews, F. Emerson. NOBODY COMES TO DINNER. illus. by Lydia Dabcovich. 
Little, 1977. 32 pp. $5.95. 

This is a must for all elementary collections. Oscar had been having 
a bad day, and ft took nobody to make it better. Cleverly written on 
two levels; even adults find themselves chuckling as nobody entertains 
them. 7-11 

Bransc1111, Robbie. THE SAVING OF P.S. illus. by Glen Rounds. Doubleday, 
1977. 127 pp. $5. 96. 

P. S. is short for Priscilla Sue who seems to have been added to the 
already large family as an afterthought. Her mother died birthing her. 
P. s. has cared for her father, Preacher Blue, for twelve years and 
reacts strongly when her father courts and marries the pretty widow 
Cora Lee. The h1111orous text and Arkansas dialect are punctuated by 
Glen Rounds' ink drawings which offer comic relief to a sad but happy 
ending tale. 10 up. • 

Bulla, Clyde Robert. THE BEAST OF LOR. illus. by Ruth Sanderson. Crowell, 
1977. 54 pp. $6.50. 

Clyde Robert Bulla recreates with the magic of his pen another era for 
us. This time he takes us back to the first Roman invasion of England, 
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to a boy driven from his home that has been burned by witch-haters 
and an elephant that has come from Rome. Together, the two abandoned 
creatures not only survive, but learn that Lud is to be a king. Splen
didly told as only Bulla can and deftly illustrated in pen and ink. 7-11 . 

Cameron, Eleanor. JULIA AND THE HAND OF GOD. E. P. Dutton, 1977. 168 pp. 
$6.95. d Julia is a spirited young girl who sets out to find answers an reas?ns. 

She meets the resistance of adults whose attitudes puzzle her. Set 1n 
San Francisco about 1920, the realisti~ story precedes ~~of 
Windows by the same author. Conversations and actions are vivid and 
believable, some episodes are humorous, and the style is smooth. 10 and up. 

dePaola, Tomie. HELGA'S DOWRY. illus. by author. Harcourt, 1977. unpaged. 
Humor abounds in a story of the troll who makes her choices wisely. 
Pictures, imaginative and stylized, add to the funny story. Really works 
with children from 5 to 10. 

Foster, Genevieve. THE YEAR OF THE FLYING MACHINE. 1903. illus. by author. 
Scribners. 1977. 93 pp. $6.95. 

· In her usual fascinating fashion, Genevieve Foster depicts the imp?rtant 
events around the world at a given period in history. With the Wright 
Brothers and the development of their airplane as the focus. she covers 
the first decade of the 20th century. She describes the lives and 
contributions of Marconi, Lenin, Perry, Theodore Roosevelt, Mao Tse-tung, 
the Curies. Well written, interesting perspective on history. 

Holland, Isabelle. ALAN AND THE ANIMAL KINGDOM. Lippincott, 1977. 191 pp. 
$6.95. . i h f All ingredients of a good story are here in realism w th a touc o 

magic . Alan tries desperately, even foolishly, to conceal his great 
aunt's death because he wants to protect his pets. Plot develops to 
convey feelings to readers without telling how the characters feel. 
Told from Alan's point of view and does not depart tnto an adult version 
of didacticism. Excellent. 10-up. 

Livingston, Myra Cohn, ed. 0 FABJOUS DAY: POETRY FOR HOLIDAYS ANO SPECIAL 
OCCASIONS. Atheneum, 1977. 205 pp. $6.95. . 

This fresh and inspiring volume of poetry originally w~itten. for special 
occasions is a marvelous statement on the process of distilling our 
thoughts and feelings to record and c011111emorate times to be rem~bered. 
Endless possibilities for classroom discussion, readings and proJects. 
Superb addition to school and family libraries. All ages. 
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Thomas, Jane Resh. ELIZABETH CATCHES A FISH. illus . by Jose~h Duffy . 
Seabury, 1977. 32 pp. $6.95. 

All readers can empathize with Elizabeth as she gets her desired 
fishing gear for her birthday and goes on to catch the memorable 
first fish -- a four pound bass. Beth Thomas and Duffy are from 
Minnesota . 6-9. 

Books for Adolescents 

Bredes, Don. HARD FEELINGS. Atheneum, 1977; Bantam, 1978. 
In the tradition of Catcher..!.!!.~~. E:_ Separate Peace, Stop-Time, 
and others, this novel plays out the theme of a male"aclolescent ' s 
initiation into the world. While it never transcends a chauvinistic 
perspective, it does pick up culturally where these novels ended in the 
SO's and shows Bernie, the 16-year-old protagonist, coping with a range 
of complex and puzzling experiences common to adolescents of the 60's and 
70's -- open attitudes towards sex, strains in the family structure, and 
a general sense of uneasiness about the future. Bernie seems a much 
more contemporary figure than Holden Caulfield. He is also less mature 
and cosmopolitan, living in a sheltered, affluent suburb on Long Island. 
His main concerns are focused on his own wants and needs rather than on 
larger social problems. He is particularly interested in sex, but has 
a difficult time maintaining several different relationships at the same 
time. He is also tortured by a psychotic peer, Richard, who keeps 
threatening him. His alcoholic parents don't seem very helpful; so, 
bewildered by a maze of problems, he takes off for Cleveland to stay 
with relatives. There he is befriended by a black girl and her brother 
who, in their worldly manner, give him some psychological support. 
Returning to New York, he works out his problems and seems to have 
reached some clearer sense of self . The strength and appeal of this novel 
is Bredes' ear for adolescent dialogue and perceptions. The scenes of 
Bernie and his friend going out on a late-night, hell-raising binge 
ring true. The descriptions of Bernie's fumbling sexual encounters are 
both witty and pathetic. Unfortunately, it is this very asset -- the 
language, which is often quite explicit about sex -- that may be ob
jectionable to many and prevent the book from being easily available for 
students. 

Houston, James. FROZEN FIRE. Atheneum, 1977. 
This novel ought to appeal to both junior and senior high school people for 
various reasons. It is an adventure story of the first dimension with a 
triumph for fortitude, brotherhood, and ingenuity with the added ingredient 
of knowledge of two separate cultures. In a way, Frozen Fire shares the 
elements of all good journey stories without the uiiiiicessary sacrifice of 
a loved one to reach manhood. Incorporated into Houston's tight and 
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exquisite prose are also the contrasts between the Eskimo culture and the 
superimposed American military culture, which does not understand the 
value of the Eskimo culture, the contrasts between the dreamer father and 
the realist son, and the contrasts between the protagonists' views of 
life, each valuable. I could see this read in conjunction with Julia 
of the Wolves, another Arctic survival story. The authenticity oftfie 
Tanascape and the Eskimo life is enough to recomend the book. Young 
people will read it, however, for the plot line. 

Katz, Jane B. ed. I AM THE FIRE OF TIME. E. P. Dutton, 1977. 
This is the first anthology published of writings by Native American 
women. It contains a wide range of selections -- songs, prayers, auto
biographical recollections, poems, stories, oral history -- that are 
well edited with clear, concise background notes and a lot of contem
porary writing. The strengths, suffering, loves and fears of these 
women's lives is dramatized through their writing. Here is nonna 
Whitewing writing about August 24, 1963 -- 1:00 A.M.: Omaha: "Heavy 
breathing fills all my chamber/ Sinister trucks prowl/ dow~ dim-li~ 
ailevways .• ,/ Here T ain'/ A por1·lcn vf scm,J ,e1urky cJer isi,i./ ·r·· t'r".a 
because I cannot sleep, ; b~cause, cou1J aie n~re. " Young reaue,~ wi 
be particularly interested in the selec·c1ons referring to life in 
Minnesota. To quote again, this time, Winifred Jourdain from 
Minneapolis, talking about the White Earth Reservation: "But they tried 
to make us white, to give us the white culture, to integrate us. We were 
never allowed to talk our own language. Very few of the children today 
speak Ojibwe •••. " 

Knudson, R. R. ZANBANGER. Harper and Row, 1977. 
This follow-up novel to Zanballer, (Dell, 1974) dramatizes the issues 
involved in the question, shou ld female athletes compete against males? 
Zan Hagen, an excellent basketball player,becomes disgusted with the 
coach of the girls' basketball team because she receives much more help 
from the coach of the male team. She rejects the self-imposed inferiority 
complex of the girls' team and is bounced from the girls' team, so she 
begins working out with the male team. She learns a lot of fundamentals 
quickly and wants to become a member of the team. The other team members 
and school officials object, citing a school regulation barring females 
from male teams. Zan and her friend, Rinehart, challenge that regulation 
in court. The ensuing trial brings out most of the arguments of the 
debate, arguments such as those used in the recent hearing concerning a 
female Burnsville swimmer who wanted to be on the male swim team: that 
females are physiologically different, that females could jeopardize the 
team's opportunity to win, that females should stay on female teams, and, 
on the other side, that females should not be discriminated against or 
"restricted" and therefore should at least be given the right to try out 
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for a team. The judge rules in favor of Zan and orders try-outs; Zan 
makes the team. A number of opponents forfeit rather than play. The 
team pulls out of a losing record and begins to win with Zan as an 
effective sub. She gains the respect of other team members and the 
team goes on to win the championship. I was a little uncomfortable 
finding these issues in the context of a traditional sports novel in 
which the main character always leads the team on to victory in the 
final championship game, scoring the winning points . This can reinforce 
the "winning is all " attitude that works against breaking down sex 
barriers. On the other hand, the focus of the novel is more on Zan's 
hard work and determination than on "winning the big game." Hopefully, 
this book will appeal to both female and male readers. 

Sisson, Rosemary Ann. WILL IN LOVE. William Morrow, 1977. 
This is a re-creation of Shakespeare ' s courtship of Anne Hathaway, his 
subsequent rise to fame, and his essential abandonment of his family. 
The picture is not pleasant, and somehow his genius does not quite 
exonerate him of his treatment of his wife and children. However, the 
real sleeper in this book is the utterly charming and witty courtship 
of Shakespeare's sister Joanne and his best friend Rufus. If the reader 
can skirt the intrusive reminders of what Shakespeare wrote and what the 
probable source was, he can enjoy the subplot of an independent and 
shrewish girl pushing spinsterhood and the good-for-nothing but lovable 
young man. The audience for this book fs probably serious young women who 
like literature and have read Shakespeare. It's a good source of mem
orable information about him. It will, however, not attract new readers 
to his works. 

Sutcliff, Rosemary. BLOOD FEUD •. E. P. Dutton, 1977. 
Without sacrificing characterization to setting or history, Blood Feud 
successfully presents realistic and understandable young peopl'eTn_a_ 
situation far removed from today's cultural patterns. Thormod, a Viking, 
vows a blood feud against his two friends for the killing of his father 
and in the company of his Saxon friend, Jestyn, who tells the story, sets 
off in pursuit of the killers -- a journey which takes them across Russia, 
the Baltic Sea to Constantinople to avenge the death. The setting that 
envelops the narration is worth a king's ransom. It carries a sense of 
accuracy of detail but at the same time, it is mysterious without being 
romanticized, like a Bergman movie. This is a book girls will probably 
not pick out on their own but the sense of myth and timelessness really 
overcomes the predominantly male theme of quest and revenge. 
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