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Books for Children 

Alexander, Lloyd. THE TOWN CATS AND OTHER TALES. illus. by Laszlo Kubinyi 
Dutton, 1977. 126 pp. $7.50. 

Another tale to entrance a reader. The cat observes humans, their 
weaknesses and follies contrasted with their strengths and loyalties. 
With a sense of humor the author respects the reader who will detect 
the wry edges of satire. No moralizing but much to reflect about morals. 
10 and up. 

Cleary, Beverly. RAMONA AND HER FATHER. illus. by Alan Tiegreen. 
William Morrow, 1977. 186 pages. $6.50. 

Ramona is in second grade where life is bearable even if dull at 
times. At home there are several crises, among them Father losing 
his job. Cleary uses her keen sense of humor and her perc~ption of 
children's feelings to make it all ring true. A certain winner 
among readers. 7 up. 

Little, Jean. LISTEN FOR THE SHIGING. Dutton, 1977. 215 pp. $6.95. 
A wonderful story about Anna and her family who came to Canada from 
Germany to escape Hitler. Anna's success in dealing with her limited 
vision lies in her strength and that of her family. 10 and up. 

Macaulay, David. CASTLE. illus. by author . Houghton Mifflin, 1977. 
79 pp. $8.95. 

The final book in a -series of five demonstrates talent for mingling 
the instructive with the enjoyable. The detailed drawings that clearly 
illustrate the building of a castle could easily be called his best . 
A treat for both children and adults. 
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Pearson, Susan. THAT'S ENOUGH FOR ONE DAY, J. P.! illus. by Kay Chorao. 
Dial, 1977 .. unpaged, $5.95. 

J. P. always has his nose in a book, until one day his mother insists 
he go outside and play. By the end of the day, she is glad to have him 
go to his room, and for J. P. his day outside comes to a satisfactory 
conclusion. A popular book, one to which children easily relate. 5-8. 

Peterson, Jeanne Whitehouse. I HAVE A SISTER MY SISTF.R IS DEAF. illus. by 
Deborah Ray. Harper, 1977. unpaged. $4.79. 

A young girl describes how her deaf sister perceives and operates in our 
everyday world. Advantages to being deaf are pointed out such as not 
being awakened in the night or afraid of the thunder of a storm. Softiy 
illustrated, this book realistically presents what our world is like 
to a deaf person and will help other children understand this handicap. 

Rounds, Glen. MR. YOWDER AND THE STEAMBOAT. illus. by author. Holiday 
House, 1977. unpaged. $5.95. 

Mr. Yowder only-meant to do some quiet fishing one day in New York 
City's harbor. He never intended to end up, through a card game, as 
the captain and pilot of a steamboat. What Mr. Yowder does as captain 
and where he steers the steamboat make for great fun in Glen Rounds' 
latest tall tale. 7-11 

Ryder, Joanne. FIREFLIES. illus. by Don Bolognese. (A Science I CAN READ 
book} Harper and Row, 1977. . 61 pages. $4. 95. 

The text describes the life cycle of the nocturnal insects, including 
a detailed explanation of their reproduction. Based on recent 
research. 7-11. 

Ruffins, Reynold. A GREAT AQUARIUM BOOK. illus. by Jane Sarnoff. Scribner, 
1977. 48 pp. $7.95. 

A.brilliantly illustrated beginner's book on selecting fish and 
equipment for tropical and freshwater aquariums. Sections on fish 
anatomy, care and feeding, highlighted by a spattering of fishy 
facts and riddles. Enthusiastic and colorful presentations will 
captivate and inform audiences of all ages and interests. 

Spier, Peter. NOAH'S ARK. illus. by author. Doubleday, 1977. unpaged. 
$6.95. 

Noah's ark again comes alive under the skillful pen of Peter Spier. 
Spier illustrates a 17th century Dutch poem in soft watercolor and 
brings to life not only Noah but also all the animals who inhabited 
the ark and repopulated the earth. 4-8. 
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Books for Adolescents 

Conni er, Robert. I AM THE CHEESE. Pantheon Books, 1977 . 
One of the best of the 1977 adolescent novels (by the author of THE 
CHOCOLATE WAR) , this is an intricate, tightly constructed, mystery 
thriller about a high school boy, Adam, and his family's "cat and 
mouse" intrigues with government agents. Adam's father, formerly a 
small town newspaper reporter uncovered a scandal involving connections 
between the government and organized crime by changing his identity and 
career and moving the fam i ly to another town. Adam, drugged and confined 
to what seems to be a "hospital " , is recounting his past to someone, perhaps 
a psychiatrist. Through much of the novel, the reader is not quite sure 
about what constitutes reality. 

The story about Adam's past emerges from tape recordings of these 
sessions along with the "psychiatrist's" own corrrnentary and some 
suggestive nursery rhymes. I am not about to reveal all and destroy 
the intriguing guessing-game, other than to say that Cormier's 
rather grim world-view often prevails -- I kept guessing the worst of 
options and they were confirmed. While some young readers may have 
trouble putting it a 11 together, Carmi er' s language is al ways cl ear 
and occasionally lyrical. 

Lampman, Evelyn Sibley. BARGAIN BRIDE. Atheneum, 1977. 
Part of the appeal of this book resides in the imagination of young 
women who wonder what it would be like to be married to someone not of 
their own choosing. Ginny, married at age ten to Steven Mayhew, must 
go live with him ,when she reaches her fifteenth birthday, which is 
where the narrative begins . This is a release from an unpleasant 
life with her aunt and family but also a frightening prospect for Ginny. 
But her husband has a heart attack and dies on their wedding night, 
leaving her a widow, but a widow well-off. 

The novel is selective about the life that it shows in its Oreoon 
Territory setting, but what it presents seems authentic in diaiogue 
and setting. It is written well enough to overcome a predictable 
ending. Junior high girls ought to enjoy it and will probably pass 
it on to their friends. 

Lingard, Joan . HOSTAGES TO FORTUNE. Thomas Nelson, Inc . , 1977 . 
This is the fifth of a series about the star-crossed couple, Sadie, the 
Protestant, and Kevin, the Catholic, in their flight from Belfast. As 
usual, their fortunes are mixed, some good, some bad, but always there 
is that element of realism. Sadie, true to character, both resents and 
accepts Kevin's younger sister who crowds them in their second-hand 
caravan. This book finds them in Wales where they are befriended by 
a young couple their age and an older couple who share their ho8e with 
them. 
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To fully understand the underlying bitterness · that occasionally 
surfaces and the commitment that makes Kevin feel he must help raise 
the other children in his family when he can barely provide for his 
own, it helps to read the first book in the series. It is hard for 
Americans to realize the resentment felt by Protestants and Catholics 
toward each other, and these books are first rate in getting that 
feeling across. But it also means that even an upbeat ending can 
have shadows, and Sadie and Kevin are never quite ·free from the 
Belfast tensions, even though it appears that they have finally found 
a home. Good realism without preachy morals or into-the-sunset 
endings. 

Lipsyte, Robert. ONE FAT SUMMER. Harper and Row, 1977. 
The autobiographies college students write about key moments in the 
past suggests that what they did as adolescents in the surmier had a 
strong influence on their development. Often the responsibility of 
a job or the challenges of coping with new environments resulted in 
major changes in their behavior or attitude. Sportswriter, Robert 
Lipsyte, has written a lively account of the changes in Robert 
Marks during a summer vacation with his family in a lake resort town. 
Robert is overweight and lacks self-confidence. He takes a job working 
on the grounds of an estate owned by a miserly scold who has given the 
job to Robert rather than an ex-con, Willie, the local town "hood" and 
bully. Willy vows revenge and Robert is continually taunted and 
tortured by Willy and his gang. After pushing the lawnmower in the 
hot sun week after week, Robert begins to lose some weight. He refuses 
to tell his parents or sister about Willie -- they are too involved with 
their marital or dating problems to contend with him. By the end of the 
surrmer, Robert has slimmed down considerably and shows new self
confidence by overcoming Willie in a final show-down. 

Younger adolescents will like Lipsyte's descriptions of the continuous 
action in the book. Some of the characterizations and sub-plots are 
awkward, but Robert should be an appealing character for junior high 
readers. 

Scoppettone, Sandra. THE LATE GREAT ME. Bantam Books, 1977 (G. P. Putnam 
edition, 1976. ) 
Geri, the teenage narrator of this novel, tells us right at the start 
that she is shy, unassuming, and considered by her parents to be 
inferior to her brother who has done all of the "right" things. By 
using this first person point of view Scoppettone creates empathy with 
Geri's perspective on her shallow brother and her parents' marital 
problems. Therefore, it is not hard to understand why, when at age 
17 she begins dating Dave, already an alcoholic, she soon develops a 
steady drinking habit. She finds that drinking boosts her ego, allows 
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some escape from her dreary family life, and brings further acceptance 
from Dave. However, after some embarrassing drunken bashes, one of her 
teachers, an ex-alcoholic, tries to help her. Initially Geri rejects 
her teacher's help. Her parents finally realize her problem but deal 
with it ineffectively by ordering her to stop drinking. When this 
only further alienates Geri, she finally turns to her teacher, admitting 
she has a problem. Her teacher gets her to attend some Alcoholics 
Anonymous meetings. While the details on how she 1-,orks out some of her 
pr-oblems are unfortunately lacking, she does realize that the "late 
great me" -- her false sense of self achievement through drinking 
differs from the "real me." 

The novel avoids a lot of heavy-handed moralizing about the evils of 
alcoholism because it shows one unique individual's reasons for 
drinking and resulting consequencesi leaving it up to the reader to 
make judgments. Some of the characters are portrayed more success
fully than othert: Geri's teacher, as revealed through her relation
ship with Geri, has far more depth than Dave or Geri's parents. Ex
cessive teenage drinking is not uncommon. This book could provide 
some ·readers with some insights into possible ways to help others or 
themse 1 ves. 

Yep, Laurence. CHILD OF THE OWL. Harper and Row, 1977. 
In one of the best written of this group of books, Yep captures the 
texture of life in San Francisco's Chinatown, a world that defines the 
visions and values of the back's characters. He is particularly 
sensitive in his portrayal of the conflict between Chinese traditions 
and contemporary American values. In the middle of this conflict is 
Casey, a twelve-year-old girl 1-iithout a mother, •11hose father is a 
compulsive gambler. She is quite mature and is always questioning 
others' beliefs and attitudes. When her father goes into the hospital, 
she lives with her wealthy uncle, who epitomizes crass American 
consumerism. She does not get along with him and .moves in with her poor 
grandmother. Casey begins to appreciate her grandmother's Chinese 
traditions, which embody personal integrity and self-worth. Later, 
when she learns that the person who stole a valuable charm and assaulted 
her grandmother was her father, she realizes that her father's gambling 
represents his own lack of integrity and self-worth. 

Adolescents who . are attempting to define their own values in the midst 
of value conflicts will identify with Casey's tough minded perspective. 
The only drawback to the book is a long, tedious legend in the middle 
of .the book that I suspect most readers will skim or skip. Otherwise, 
Yep's literary quality deserves recognition. 
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