
the story line. The use of unique, culturally-based language to establish charac

ter and setting is a strength of master storytellers, and the authors published in 

America Street are universally skilled at capturing the sounds and syntax of 

their characters' spoken language. Themes found throughout America Street 

are ones worthy of children's time and consideration-fairness, compassion, 

friendship, goodness of life, industry, and doing the best you can when life is 

hard. The messages are accessible but not simplistic, moral but not moralistic. 

I read this collection from cover to cover twice, and the stories were a 

pleasure both times. Their quality merits reading them just for fun, so upper 

elementary and middle school-aged students and their teachers will enjoy them 

as much as I did. They also present rich opportunities, however, to talk together 

about important things and to figure out the world through the eyes and experi

ences of those diverse characters. And certainly teachers of writing will want to 

read aloud from these stories, sharing examples of style and skill as well as giving 

inspiration. America Street is a worthy collection of stories that not only give 

glimpses into the lives of diverse people but also give reasons to learn to know 
those people. 
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Expanding the American Literary Heritage 
in Our Classrooms 

by 
Ron Barron 

Rev. of African American Literature: An Anthology of Nonfiction, Fiction, 

Poetry, and Drama. ed. Demetrice A. Worley and Jesse Perry, Jr. 

Lincolnwood, IL: National Textbook Company, 1993. 352 pages. Paper. 

$16.95. 

When I first saw an advertisement for African American Literature, a 

direct mailing that called the book an anthology that is "both manageable and 

authoritative" and that provides "students with an opportunity to explore an 

important component of the American literary heritage," the claims seemed 

modest in comparison to what I was used to reading in the typical book adver

tisement. I did not, however, fully realize how modest those claims were until I 

had finished reading the book. 

Drawing upon their extensive teaching experience, editors Jesse Perry, 

Jr., and Demetrice A. Worley have assembled 42 complete and unabridged 

literary selections. The selections include poetry, essays, short stories, and a 

short play. Dr. Worley teaches African American literature at Bradley Univer

sity, and Dr. Perry has been a teacher and program manager (K-12), in English 

language arts in the San Diego city schools as well as a president of NCTE. 

Once I examined the table of contents, I found the writers I had ex

pected to find, including Wright, Hurston, Hughes, and Angelou, but more 

important, I found many writers I have never seen represented in text books I 

have examined in recent years. Including a wide range of writers and using 

unabridged selections are steps in the right direction, but the real test of any 

anthology is the quality of the selections the editors have chosen. And here is 

where African American Literature makes its strongest impression. As I read an 

anthology for the first time I always compile a list of selections that I would like 
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to use in class. Before I had finished reading a third of this anthology, however, 

I gave up my usual practice because I found myself including almost every 

selection on my Would Like to Teach list. 

The anthology is arranged in eight thematic sections ranging from 

'Slavery-Time of Trial" to "Of Dreamers and Revolution." Each thematic 

section is introduced by a one-page essay that provides a quick overview that 

teachers will develop in greater detail as their students study that section. 

Although the introductory essays at first seem brief, they indicate that Perry and 

Worley understand the difference between providing students with enough 

background information to establish a context for their reading and overloading 

them with so much background that they shift their focus from reading and 

responding to literary selections to learning the introductory material. 

The editors have increased the value of their text by including a wide 

range of useful support materials. Each selection is introduced by a short bio

graphical sketch of the author that could serve as a source of supplemental 

reading if teachers and their students want to read more. "Thinking about the 

Selection" consists of three of or four questions that guide students to think 

critically and analyze the selection. They will be extremely valuable as starting 

points for discussion. The "Reading/ Writing Connections: at the ends of 

selections consists of journal writing activities as well as suggestions about using 

the selections as a springboards for creative, persuasive, and expository writing . 

These supplementary materials will be particularly valuable for teachers who are 

using the text for the first time and / or those teachers who have only limited 

experience in teaching minority literature. 

If I do have e a criticism of the book, it is that Perry and Worley weren't 

able to include more selections from each writer. That criticism is minor, 

however, in comparison to the many strengths of-the anthology. On balance, I 

have no reservations about recommending this text to teachers of high school or 

college freshman students. I know students will respond positively to this book. 

In addition, the $16.95 price of this 352-page soft bound book is a real bargain 

considering current textbook prices. That should make the book even more 

attractive to teachers who are searching for good classroom textbooks. 

60 

Who's to Say What is Right and What is Wrong with 
English? 

by 
Gwen Griffin 

Rev. of Guide to Home Lan~age Repair. by Dennis Baron. Urbana IL: 

National Council of Teachers of English, 1994. 165 pages. Paper. $16.95; 

$12.95, members. 

In a time when we are barraged with information about continuing cuts 

in education, decreasing skills of students, and increasing demands of teaching, 

Dennis Baron comes to the rescue as Dr. Grammar with a prescription guaran• 

teed temporarily to cure all ills, or at least make us forget about them for a while. 

For the syntactically challenged, the grammatically disinclined, and the offen

sively idiomatic, the G uide to Home Language Repair is the English teacher's 

answer to "Tool Time." Illustrated with cartoons by the author, this guide is 

"dedicated to the serious language do-it-yourselfer" ( 1) and addresses timely 

topics such as the existence of the language police, the need for a politically 

correct term for the president's spouse, or the status of "Make my day" as cliche. 

With ten readable chapters, each divided into sections, this book is a 

compilation of Baron's commentaries on the English language that have ap

peared in print or have been broadcast on the University of Illinois's WILL-AM 

and other radio stations from New York to Texas to Vancouver. The Guide is 

not, however, intended as a substitute for a usage guide. Baron states that since 

one of his "fundamental assumptions is that your language probably doesn't need 

repair in the first place, this book doesn't tell you how to fix your language so 

much as it suggests ways of coming to terms with language that may trouble you, 

or give you pause, but that doesn't necessarily need repair ( 1 ). As in other areas 

of our lives, he suggests that "Correctness in language is a tricky thing: lots of 

mistakes are made by people trying to fix something that isn't broken to begin 

with" (6). 

His chapter titled "Questions and Answers" is an entertaining collection 
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