
I 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

REVIEWERS WANTED ,, 

The spring issue of the Minnesota English Journal needs reviewers for 
• Activities for an Interactive Classroom (Jeffrey N. Golub), a description 
of the principles of an interactive classroom as well as specific activities which 
adhere to those principles. Golub uses classroom vignettes to illustrate the 
characteristics of the interactive classroom, including authentic communication; 
collaborative learning; and the teacher as the designer and director of instruc
tional activities 143 pages. 
• Two-Year College English: Essays for a New Century (ed. Mark 
Reynolds), an overview of the students who bring a wide range of needs and 
learning styles to the two-year college, the English courses and programs de
signed to meet their needs, and the faculty that rise to meet the many challenges 
of two-year college teaching. 241 pages. 
• Crossing the Mainstream: Multicultural Perspectives in Teaching 
Literature (Eileen !scoff Oliver), a rationale for expanding the traditional canon 
to serve the learning needs both of students of color and students from the 
dominant culture. Includes comprehensive bibliographies of African American, 
Asian American, Jewish, Latino, Native American, and cross-cultural literatures 
as well as of literatures addressing emotional/ mental and physical disabilities, 
homelessness, homosexuality, older adults, teenage suicide, and Vietnam veter
ans. 23 5 pages. 
• Listening to the World: Cultural Issues in Academic Writing (Helen 
Fox), the author's experience at the University of Michigan teaching writing 
concepts of organization, coherence, clarity, and depth to international graduate 
students, who were learning those concepts as aspects of Western thinking. Fox 
believes if American universities are truly interested in multiculturalism, they 
must open themselves to other ways of seeing the world and to expressing those 
visions it. 157 pages. 
• Small Groups in Writing Workshops: Invitations to a Writer's Life 
(Robert Brooke, Ruth Mirtz, and Rick Evans), the factors of time, ownership or 
choice, response, and exposure in student writers' lives and in their writing. The 
authors present experiences of their students in small writing groups through 
excerpts from student journals and then move on to practical pedagogy. They 

70 

point out that typical grading experiences erode trust between student writers 
and their audiences and that small groups can rebuild that trust. 200 pages. 

If you are willing to write a 500 to 750-word review of one of these 
books or of any others, notify the editor. You'll receive a copy of the book and 
the thanks of your readers. Write or call Gayle Gaskill, #4139 College of St. 
Catherine, 2004 Randolph, St. Paul MN 55105. Tel. (612) 690-6857. E-mail 
ggaskill@alex.stkate.edu. 

II 
WRITERS WANTED: CURRICULUM ISSUES 

II 
The proposed graduation rule, now under consideration by the Minne

sota Department of Education, and the Minnesota transfer curriculum, based on 
competencies in 60 credits of core subjects, are only two of the crucial issues on 
which Minnesota's English and language arts teachers need to be informed. If 
you're willing to summarize either of these issues in a brief article for MEJ 
readers, call the editor. Appropriate background reading can be provided, and 

your readers will be grateful. 

II NEW EDITOR NEEDED FOR 1995-1997 II 
The MEJ is seeking an editor to take over when my term expires in July 

of 1995. I welcome your suggestions for my replacement. I'll make the transi
tion as smooth as possible to this challenging and rewarding experience. Volun
teer or send your recommendations to me or to Liz Nist at Anoka Ramsey 
Community College, 11200 Mississippi Blvd., Coon Rapids MN 55433. (612) 

427-2600. 

II 
ADVERTISING POLICY 

The Minnesota English Journal now accepts paid advertising of products 
or services that will be of value to MCTE members. A full-page, camera-ready, 
black-and-white display advertisement costs only $50 per issue. The editor 
reserves the right to determine what is appropriate. 
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II 



NCTE ACHIEVEMENT AW ARDS IN WRITING, 1995 

To encourage high school students in their writing and to recognize 

publicly some of the best student writers in the nation, the NCTE will give 

achievement awards in writing to students nominated and cited as excellent 

writers by judges. Nominees must be students who will graduate from high 

school in 1996. A current official nomination blank for each nominee must be 

submitted no later than January 23, 1995. Each high school selects its own 

nominee or nominees: one or more juniors agreed upon by the English depart

ment. 

Entries consist of two written compositions: an impromptu theme 

written under teacher supervision in no more than 75 minutes and submitted in 

longhand without revision, and one sample of up to ten pages in prose or verse 

that the student considers his or her best work, regardless of revision. Minnesota 

state coordinator of the award is Ms. Lois E. Anderson, 16424 Temple Drive, 

Minnetonka, MN 55345. 

II NCTE SPRING CONFERENCE, 1995 II 
The NCTE Spring Conference will take place March 15-18 at the Hyatt 

Regency and Park Inn hotels in Minneapolis. Spring Conference chair is MCTE 

member Ron Barron, who invites members to volunteer to help with the confer

ence by calling him at (612) 941-8884. 
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Notes on Contributors 

Ron Barron teaches English at Richfield High School and is an active member 
ofMCTE. 

Su:anne L. Bunkers has taught in the English department at Mankato State 
University for the past fourteen years. Her publications are in the areas 
of autobiography theory, women's diaries, and creative writing non
fiction. An earlier version of her essay was presented as a paper at the 
Midwest Modem Language Association conference in 1993. 

Paul Camey has been teaching composition, literature, and creative writing at 
Fergus Falls Community College since 1988. Originally from Illinois, he 
holds Master's degrees in both English and Sociology from the Univer
sity of Texas at El Paso. In his spare time he enjoys listening to jazz, 
writing, and watching The Andy Griffith Show. He is community 
college chair of the MCTE. His poem "To Those Kids in Wood Shop" 
was previously published in the Lake Region Review. An earlier version 
of his article "Understanding Poetry: Private Versus Collaborative 
Approaches" first appeared the Teachers as Learners, a publication of the 
Minnesota Community College System. Philip Dacey's poem "Wild 
Pitches" is used with permission of the poet. 

Miriam T. Chaplin, NCTE President-elect, has authored numerous publications 
and currently serves as a professor of education and chair of the Educa
tion Department at Rutgers. An earlier version of her essay was pre
sented as a paper at the April MCTE meeting in St. Paul. 

Galene Erickson teaches eighth grade English at Valley View Middle School in 
Edina. 

Louis W. Garrett is an assistant professor of English at Alabama Agricultural 
and Mechanical University. 

Michael Kuhne is a candidate for the Ph.D. in the Department of English at the 
University of Minnesota, where his studies focus on composition and 
literacy issues and in particular on interpretations of Paulo Freire's 
liberation pedagogy in writing classrooms. Currently, he is a research 
fellow at the Center for Interdisciplinary Studies of Writing. 
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