
9. 

8% 

2% 

2% 

21% 

the discussion film is poor 

challenges in Forest Lake and St. Anthony 

School D.istricts 

concern for negative reaction by parents 

concern for negative reaction by teachers 

concern for negative reaction by 

administration 

concern for negative reaction by students 

other - please specify 

Are you aware of the con

troversy in other school 

districts concerning this 

film? yes 92% no 8% 

10. Has anyone questioned your 

use of the film? 

11. Do you want a copy of the 

survey results? 

Comments: 

yes 

.yes 

0 no 100% 

_ 59% no 41% 

When I wrote the paper in 1979 I really felt "The 

Lottery had been censored in surrounding school 

districts. The survey of teachers indicated that 

changes in the curriculum accounted for the film's lack 

of use. Even now, after three years I wonder if the 

teachers were intimidated. It would be interesting 

to me to know if the film is used in Minnesota now. 
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NEW EDITION OF "ALL ABOUT LETTERS" 

HELPS WRITERS BE THEMSELVES ON PAPER 

by Diane Allen 

URBANA, ILLINOIS, SEPTEMBER 13--A revised edition 

of the popular booklet "All About Letters" is 

scheduled for publication this month. The National 

Council of Teachers of English is cooperating with 

the U.S. Postal Service to distribute the new illus

trated publication, which in its previous edition sold 

more than 100,000 copies. Designed for individual use 

and for teachers and students from the sixth grade up, 

"All About Letters" highlights the importance of letter 

writing and receiving letters, tells how to write 

better letters more easily, and offers a wide variety 

of useful information for letter-writers. The booklet 

will be released during National Card and Letter

Writing Week, September 19-23. 

Celebrities from sports, entertainment, and the 

arts contributed letters to the new edition. Tennis 

greats Tracy Austin and Arthur Ashe, champion golfer 

Lee Trevino, television personality Captain Kangaroo, 

former football star Darrell Stingley, singer Stevie 

Wonder, and E.B. White, author of Charlotte's Web, tell 

what letters mean in their lives, as ways of sharing 

thoughts and feelings, building friendships, and pre

serving memories. Their photos and pictures of high 

school letter writers and readers enliven the 8 1/2-x-ll 

format. 

For teachers, "All About Letters" supplies ideas 

for class discussion and student projects on business 

and personal letter-writing. One section explains 

how to write to the President, a representative in 

Congress, and other public officia1s. Others give 

tips on making your meaning clear, being yourself when 

writing letters, and penning lively postcards from 

your travels. Judith Martin, author of the "Miss 

Manners" advice column, offers witty suggestions on 
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such matters as where to keep those interesting letters 

from a former boyfriend. 

How to use ZIP codes and how to get attention with 

your consumer letter of complaint are explained. Also 

featured are glimpses of the Postal Service throughout 

U.S. history. "All About Letters" concludes with a 

bibliography of letters available in book form from 

public libraries. Today's readers can look over the 

shoulders of famous and fascinating people from past 

and present, as they confide in friends and capture 

their worlds on paper. 

In their special letters to readers, the celeb

rities tell what letters do that phone calls can't do. 

They share the opinion that--in Captain Kangaroo's 

words--"letters become part of everyone's personal 

history and present a side of someone that might be 

forgotten." 

Trevino recalls the support that letters from 

unknown fans gave him while he recuperated from 

spinal surgery that could have ended his golf career. 

He encourages people not to think they can't write 

good letters if they haven't been to college. "I am 

very proud," he writes," that although I had to 

drop out of school at the sixth grade to help support 

my family, I am able to communicate through this 

letter to many people who I may never have a chance to 

meet and talk with." 

To show how a letter can "move and rekindle" the 

reader, author E.B. White shares a letter that a 

stranger who knew him through his books wrote, to 

wish him well as he turned 80 years old: I 

hope that life at 80 holds many things dear for you--

that the sun pushes you out of bed in the morning, 

that sleep comes easily at night, and that dreams are 

sweet. That winter brings more than cold and that your 

heart is warm." 
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("All About Letters," New Edition. 64 pages, paper 
8 1/2-x-ll. Price: $2.50 each; class sets of 20 or 
more, $1.50 each Available from NCTE, 1111 Kenyon Road, 
Urbana, Illinois 61801. Stock No. 01135.) 

GRAMMAR, THE PUPIL, AND THE CURRICULUM 

by Dr. Marlow Ediger 

Each pupil needs to study how the English language 

works. A learner may then be able to describe the 

operation of the English language. Linguists have made 

relevant contributions in assisting teachers to teach 

the structure of the English language. Hopefully 

pupils will learn to speak and write with increased 

proficiency after studying the structure of the 

English language. 

Structural grammar describes diverse sentence 

If patterns used by pupils in school and in society. 

pupils understand and attach meaning to different 

patterns of sentences, the skills of listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing might be developed more 

readily. Each sentence communicated in the language 

arts fits into a certain sentence pattern. The 

balance of this paper will examine five sentence 

patterns used by pupils in the curriculum of life. 

Structural Grammar 

Which sentence patterns are vital for pupils to 

learn? One commonly used sentence follows the sub-

ject-predicate~direct object pattern. Noun-verb-noun 

may also be used to describe the same sentence pattern. 

Notice the following sentences: 

(a) John walked a mile. "John" is a noun and 

is the subject of the sentence. "Walked" is 

a verb and predicate of the same sentence. 
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