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To begin a search for thoughts and comments about the 
possible effect of literature on children has enough a moot 
qua] ity to it to offer the easy out, 11 1 give up. A working 
premise defies me." Confining the topic to the female of the 
species has helped 1 ittle. Since accepting the assignment 
dealing with the possibility of children's 1 iterature affecting 
a young girl in her approach and acceptance of the world around 
her, I have come through a series of "wonders": some of them 
in surprise, some in question, and some of them in complete 
frustration. I've wondered if a woman would not have done a 
better job of reporting, a sociologist, or, perhaps, a psychol
ogist. I've read through books and series of books expecting 
to find that men were, as a whole, negative to the thought of 
women advancing beyond the concept of home and family and have 
been surprised to find this quite often the least of thoughts 
in personal and family relations. I've been frustrated in 
searches through the card catalog looking for material that 
would help in preparing a review and have, instead, turned to 
the stacks for random sampling at times. 

In its reach back to an agrarian era, Anne of Green Gables 
by L.M. Montgonmery (L.C. Page & Co., 1908)7s'°afinestudy of 
the personal 1 ives of people who rely on the earth for a 1 ive-
1 ihood. Though Matthew and Marilla Cuthbert were expecting a 
boy to help with the farm work when they sought an orphan from 
an asylum in Nova Scotia, their guarded acceptance and eventual 
delight in Anne is gradually unfolded to show the greatness 
there is in the knowing and belief in someone else. The vital
ity that is Anne overcomes the image that the women in the story 
sometimes hold before her in an attempt to mold her to their 
standards, while the shy attempts at communication by Matthew 
are just the right amount of encouragement to overcome her 
doubts and fears. Covering several years, it also deals with 
best friends, boy-girl relationships, goals for an adult life, 
and eventually with death and responsibility for those advancing 
in age. 

An interesting wealth of study on the agrarian Midwest is 
the series of books written by Laura Ingalls Wilder (Harper and 
Row): Little House _!..!2. the Big Woods, 1932; Farmer~. (only one 
set in the Eas"tT:-1933; Little House on the Prairie, 1935; On 
the Banks of Plum Creek, 1937; ~ theShores of Silver Lake-;-1939; 
The Long Winter, l"§'Zio;"Little Town~ the Prairie, 1941; and 
These Happy Golden Years, 1943. From early childhood to adult 
life, Mrs. Wilder chronologically records the formation of lives, 
homes, towns, and a country. It was in this series that the 
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special relationship between father and daughter expressed itself 
so well. Whether this relationship exists because the real or 
pretended animosity between the sexes in early grow~h is avoided 
because of the age difference, because of the fathers wonder 
at the development of a feminine mystique within the miniature 
woman, or because of the daughter's response to a fu!l-~rown_ 
admirer is debatable, but is nonetheless there. I~ 1s 1n this 
series that we are sometimes given a girl's complaint that she 
must always act like a lady, that sometimes she must set goals 
that were the thwarted goals of her mother, and that the means 
of earning money were often very limited for women. Interest
ingly it is in These Hanpv Golden~ that Laura requests 

' ---~ d"b 11 • h dd'g r-and receives a deletion of the wor o ey 1n er we 1n ce e 
mony. In all, it is a story of a hard life, yet a life of pride 
in self. 

Out of the "Childhood of Famous Americans" series, (The 
Bobbs-Merril Company, Inc.), Joanne Landers Henry's Elizabeth 
Bl ackwe 11 Girl Doctor ( 196 l) is an easy-to-read work that te 11 s 
of one woman's desire to become a doctor of medicine and her 
final success. Beginning in England in the early 1800's and 
ending in the United States in the 1900'~• the first ten o'. . 
twelve chapters tell of Elizabeth's growing years and the 1nc1-
dents that may have had an effect on her decision. It is only 
in the last two chapters that her calling is explored, and then 
not very thoroughly. 

In Florence Nightingale by Ruth Fox Hume (1960), E.M. Hale 
and Company of Eau Claire, Wisconsin, through arrangements wit~ 
Random House, have published more formida~le work through t~e1r 
"Landmark Book" series. It is a more formidable book for being 
centered around Miss Nightingale's confrontation.with her life's 
ambition and the effort and circumstances that aided or thwarted 
her pursuits. Within this work are stat 7ments about the personal 
and institutional opposition to her choice because she was a 
woman. Since the setting is the world of medicine, the vocab-. 
ulary may cause problems at times, but should not prove a detri
ment to enjoyment by upper elementary students. 

Confronted by the length of Louisa M. Alcott's own work, I 
turned instead to Louisa, a biography of Louisa May Alcott by 
Pamela Brown (Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1955). It is a story 
of inner conflict and the outside forces that affect_or encour~_ 
~g;·the conflict. Louisa's father is the type of person who 
seems unable to make a success of anything. Whet~er faced.by 
her own decisions or by circumstance, Louisa cont_1nually f'.ghts 
to even maintain herself in the most meager of ex1sten_ces 1n an 
attempt to publish. It would be a good book to read 1f one were 
looking for an account of the difficulty that can be encountered 
in the world of publishing. It would ~ertainly be a~vantageous 
to read it before reading her famous Little Women, since the 
ideas from this work come from her own life and circumstances. 
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~_Dunning:~ portrait, by Terry Dunnahoo (Reilly & Lee 

Books'. Chicago, 1970) extends the woman's world into doctoring. 

Spanning the late 1800's through the mid 1900's, it is a story 

of personal and family sacrifice, and of perseverence in spite 

o'. obst~cles that would defeat all but the very, very strong. 

Since Miss Dunning was entering what was deemed an all male 

world at that time, the host ii ity of both individuals and society 

is openly explored. The text contains medical terms that might 

defy all but the very best of elementary readers; perhaps it is 

a book better suited to junior and senior high. 

Available, but not read for this review are Clara Barton 

Girl Nurse, by Augusta Stevenson (The Bobbs-Merri 1~ New 

York, 1946) and~ Barton Founder of the American Red Cross 

by Helen Dore Boylston (Random House,New York, 1955)-.----

. Three book: co~ering the life of Eleanor Roosevelt, arranged 

1n order of their difficulty are: Eleanor Roosevelt (A See and 

Read Beginning to Read Biography), Wyatt Blassingame (G. P. 

Putnam's Son:, New York, 1967 ); The Story of Eleanor Roosevelt, 

Margaret Davidson (Four Winds Press, New York, 1968); and The 

Story of Eleanor Roosevelt, Jeanette Eaton (William Morrow and 

C~., New York, 1957J. Shy as a young girl, succeeding roles as 

wife, mother, President's niece, and a later President's wife 

then finally as a United States representative to the United' 

Nations, bring out and develop the talents of one woman and her 

contributions to mankind. All three books emphasize the will 

of this woman as sh7 aided her family, her husband, her nation, 

and the world. It 1s not a story of everything that went right, 

but rather a story of perseverance and great inner stamina. It 

is an insight into the 1 ife of one woman who was concerned for 

the advancement of women into active participation in all phases 
of 1 ife. 

Moving from biography, a very elementary series of books 

e?titled t~e "I Want to Be" books, author Carla Greene and pub-

11shers Ch1ldrens Press, Chicago, covers a range of topics. The 

f~ur books that I looked at deal with a train engineer, a scien

tist, a teacher, and a homemaker. Copyrights ranged from 1956-
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.doing some of the tasks iQvolved in each field, suggesting that 

there are many things that children can do to act out the work • 

of these people and also to prepare for future years as an adult. 

They are interesting in that they make you aware that there are 

many things associated with performing each career. I would 

think that a mid-year second grader could handle most of the 
vocabulary. 

A second set of books published in a "Come to Work with Us 

in ••• " series is a disappointment. Jean and Ned Wilkinson 

authored, Sam Levenson prepared, the foreward to this series 

published by Sextant Systems, Inc., Milwaukee. Children perform 
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the work going on in the color photographs that accompany each 

adjacent page of four line rhyming text. The text is difficult 

if the words are to mean anything and goes beyond the age of the 

children pictured performing. A lengthy glossary is provided 

at the end of each of these short books. I did 1 i ke the photg

graphs. 

Numerous professions are covered in an extremely interesting 

series published by Dodd, Mead & Company, New York. Each book 

is richly illustrated with black and white photographs that 

contribute to understanding the text by showing some of the work 

carried on in each profession. This 1 ist of credits for help 

and information is impressive and suggests considerable research. 

Though each of the books that I read was written in the mascu-

1 ine gender, there are women involved in several of the photo

graphs; recent years would find more women involved in some of 

these professions. Out of the series, I was able to look at: 

What~~ Forest Ranger Do? by Wayne Hyde, 1964; What Does!!_ 

Secret Service Agent Do? by Wayne Hyde, 1962; What Does!!_ Con

~ressman "Do? by DavidTavine, 1965; What Does 8_ Civi I Engineer 

J? by Robert Wel 1 s, 1960; ~ Does ~ Oceanographer Do't Dy 

John F. Waters, 1970; and What Does~ Parachutist Do? by Wayne 

Hyde, 1960. 

And now, at deadline's ticking knock, with England's queens 

and Egypt's queen, Jane Austen, Willa Cather, Hellen Keller, and 

several other biographies yet untouched, I wonder about the 

women of today who are real, interesting, and engrossed in the 

venture into all parts of the working and sporting world. There 

are several biographies on women in sports. Some of these women 

are no longer alive, but with each passing day, with the accent 

on youth participation, there aremore and more women entering 

sports as well as all of the other fields. The biography section 

of the stacks seems lopsided in favor of men. And most impor

tant I wonder if it is the intent of books/authors on the ele

ment;ry level to influence their reading audience, or rather, 

primarily, to inform and entertain? 

Tom Walton is the MEJ's indomitable elementary school book reviewer. 
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