
GREENSLEEVES 

A delicate fern 

grows by roadsides 

obscured by trees and grass 

She knew how to crush it 

between her fingers 

to yield a lemon-mint scent. 

She would pick the weed 

while walking 

and tickle noses, 

make doll skirts. 

But when pressed, 

she yielded to the gaudy reds of autumn 

and lamented --

for once having been Greensleeves 

but no more. 
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For Hip Pocket Hopefuls - Paperbacks 
reviewed by TOM WAL TON 

John F. Kennedy School, Ely 

How to Star in Football, Herman L. Masin; Scholastic Magazines, 

Inc. , 1966.°" 
Photographs, offensive-play diagrams, defensive-play dia

grams, and detailed written instructions are each a portion of 

this book. A knowledge of the game of football and its vocabu

lary is needed; the ability to join word to photograph is needed, 

also. A wealth of material lies on these pages - almost too 

much when it comes sentence after sentence··. 

Pro Football Heroes, Steve Gelman; Scholastic Magazines, Inc., 

1968. 
Covering the 19QQts, the author has selected ten men to fill 

the muscular pages of this book. From a coach to players adept 

at several positions, from early days to refinement within the 

leagues, and from fairly standard playing formations to the more 

sophisticated plays of the late sixties, the author explores the 

makings of the great players. Selections are lengthy and inter

es ting. A few photographs accompany them. 

Gridiron Stories, edited by Josh Furman; A Lantern Press Book, 

1968. 
Mr. Furman has selected a group of stories that seem directed 

at pointing out qualities of teamsmanship, of leadership, and of 

determination. The vocabulary is difficult and requires a 

knowledge of football. Above average readers in the upper ele

mentary or junior high might find little trouble with the 

vocabulary or with picking out the story beyond the unfamiliar 

words. If the readers are just seeking entertainment and not 

the facts about playing football, they might enjoy these stories. 

Touchdown fot Tommy, Matt Christopher; Scholastic Magazines, Inc., 

arranged with Little, Brown & Co.~ Inc., 1959. 
This is a story of conflict. Tommy is in·a foster home and 

fearful that he will be forced to leave. He is assailed with 

conflicting standards: the foster home in contrast to his earlier 

home and parents, the present peer group as opposed to the past, 

and the requirements of day to day living at home, school, 

neighborhood against the worry of leaving the home he would like 

to join on a permanent basis. 
He does play football and does score a touchdown, but the 

conflict is present on the football field, too. This is a 
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s~ory with a happy ending, but the theme underlying the title 
will need consideration for audience. 

Quarterback's Aim, Beman Lord· Scholast· M . 
arr -.- ' ic agaz1nes Inc b 

angements with Henry Z. Walck Inc. 1960 ' ., y 

In a very humorous v • M' ' • 
one young football as ira~1n, r. Lord d~scribes the plight of 

hi:t!ifty-two_p?unds ~re a!'u~;:~es;i~1 !sa~i=m~~:e:t!n~;ease 

ge ing a position on the team unt·1 h dd . 
strategy that will show off h", i_ es? _enly hits upon a 

even though he · 15 passing ability to the coach 
15 not on the football field E 1 

ing the SW of the football squad. 1 • vent~a ly, becom-

ed playing time. is amp e compensation for limit-

Easy vocabulary and 1·m·t d 
middle graders. 1 1 e pages put this in range of most 

(Fifth grader Danny says "This book Q t b k 
about f tb 11 ' • uar er ac 's Aim is 
Fi 11 oo a_ teams which Alan is trying to get on __ , 

na y nothing works not even malts and bananas after 

!~~~ef~ m::nt~~es~o~~hti!s~~;:r:n~omeihdingksurprising and 

means." no o Y nows what it 

Mark' another fifth grader s "A d 
Quarterback, 5 A· b B ' ays' . goo book to read is 
Spilka. im, y eman Lord, illustrated by Arnold 

:e~.[ive gubs land on you in a football game, you will 

Al i_e a !u e of to?thpast somebody stepped on. 

th:nt1s skinny. He is determined to gain weight and make 
earn. 

Then one d~y, coach discovers something. Alan becomes SW. 

What does it mean? No one can guess unt1·1 
G SW one of the Big 

ames • stands for secret weapon.") 

7~~~:r~r:!~~;~e~~s 
1
![~h EH;~r~e~~n W;~~~; ~~~olas

19
t
6
i
4
c Magazines, 

Entertain· b • f ' ·' • 
on the footbal~nf~ua~1!akee:~~ vocabula:y~ and a girl starring 

book The • 1 . is a surpr1s1ngly well received I 
baffiing j~~; ;n~~~t• ~~s jusbt enoug~ ~ophistication to be 

race to' . ?u1 e to e begu1l1ng, and just enough 

g . _gracefully exit from the squad and still be admired 

her ab1l1ty by the men in this small portion of her world. for 1. 

~ to S!ar in Basketball, Herman L. Masin. TAB 
Scholast~c ~agazines, Inc., 1958. , Books, Inc., 

on "H~!g~~n~~!p!h~p b~oth with : good s?ortsman 's code and rules 

h . . , . e aut or continues through chapters on 

~ footing, passing, individual contributions on offense and 
e ense, team offense and defen d d 

of dia rams se, an ens with several pages 

in ? ~f ~lays. There are numerous photos with the text 

bas~=~~:f1 :e~~nfsposi~i~ns and movements .. Some knowledge of' 

over the few possibl~e!t:Ubl~~gt i~~ pkho!ographbs aid in getting 
cs 1n voca ulary. 
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~ Basketball Champions, George Vecsey; Scholastic Book Services, 

inc., 1970. 
A few action photos are found in the 159 pages of this book 

that discusses Bill Russell, Jerry West, Joe Lapchick, Oscar 

Robertson, George Mikan, Bob Cousy, Wilt Chamberlain, Bob Pettit, 

Elgin Baylor, and Rick Barry. Since most of these men are players, 

and most of them are over six feet in height, it might eliminate 

some readers who could not aspire to their height or their posi

tion on a team. 

Free Throw, Mike Neigoff; Albert Whitman and Co., published by 

\ileel<ly Reader Paperback Book Club, 1968. 
Doubling themes of racial integration and teamship, the 

plot of the story carries us through the making of a basketball 

, team from tryouts to championship playing. The greatest struggle 

witnessed will be in the boy, J .D. Findin.g that the basis for 

his prejudices is feelings and not color, that fie has much the 

same trouble adjusting to some Negroes as he has with his first 

close contact with white people, is not easy for this boy. There 

are adults in the story who are sympatfietic, yet firm, with J .D. 1 s 

problems. Though the plot is complex enough to cause trouble 

in remembering what is going on for low or average readers, the 

vocabulary is moderately easy. 

How to Star in Swilillilirtg arid Divi:rtg, Charles Batterman (varsity 

swimming coach - Massachusetts Institute of Technologr), • 

Scholastic Magazines, Inc., 1968. 
Three major divisions covering conditioning, strokes, and 

diving are further divided into chapters covering specific 

techniques and styles, excellent sections of series photographs 

or time-lapse photographs, and drawn diagrams. 

The book is constructed to encourage safe swimming; it 

suggests in its introduction that it will be a good help in 

demonstrating the proper approach to swimming. I found it 

interesting and a good investment for someone interested in 

improving his swimming for any reason. 

Dive In, Mike Neigoff; Albert Whitman & Co., published by Weekly 

ReaderPaperback Book Club, 1965. 
Through a relatively easy reading story, Mr. Neigoff weaves 

a story of friendship, competition, and sportsmanship. Though 

there is team competition, the major confrontation exists between 

two best friends, Barney and Shorty. Through compromise and 

perseverance, the boys overcome their differences and eventually 

contribute to a team victory. 

Batting and Bunting, Ethan Allen; Scholastic Magazines, Inc., 

1968. -
Allen, moving from the Cincinnati Reds to eventual presi

dent of the American Association of Baseball Coaches, has created 

this book in language within the grasp of intermediate graders, 

and in scope precise enough to be of use by those pursuing on 

much higher levels. For boys who are serious about baseball, I 
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woul~ highly r~commend this very important contribution aimed at 
getting potential greats off on the right foot. 

Spor;,s Illu~trated Book of Baseball, Editors of "Sports Illustra
ted, C~pyright 1966 by Time Incorporated and published by arran 
ments with J. B. Lippincott Co. through Weekly Reader Paperback ge
Book Club. 
. ~rit~en in first person: Harmon Killebrew/hitting, Al Down-
1ng/p1tch1ng, Brooks Robinson/infielding Tim Mccarver/catching 
and Tom Tresh/outfielding. ' ' 
. Thei~s i~ a carefully considered approach to baseball. It 
1s a compilation of good advice to potential players· it is not 
a tale of_personal exploits. The book is accompanied with excel
lent dr~w1ngs demonstrating portions of the text. It takes the 
reader 1n steps beyond the material found in Ethan Allen's 
Batting and Bunting. 

How to Star in Baseball, Herman L. Masin; TAB Books, Inc., 
Scholastic Book Services, 1960. 

Carryin? the seal of approval from the Little League, this 
book goes quite th~roughly into the mechanics of baseball. Its 
easy-to-re~d text 1s accompanied by photographs many in series 
demon~t~ating the know-how of baseball. Each chapter covering ' 
a pos1t1on ~n the field is followed by a list of "Tips" for a 
perso~ seek:ng the mastery of that position. The last chapter 
has eight diagrams of common defensive moves. •• 

The Greatest_.!E_ B~seball, Mac Davis; Scholastic Book Servies, 1962. 
. Mac Davis writes of first, second, third basemen, of out

fielders, catchers, and pitchers; he writes of the diversified 
greats of base~all - the short, the tall, the products of many 
states and environments, the inspiring, and the disliked. Be
cause these men ~ave_all reached outstanding stature in the world 
of baseball, theirs 1s a story of devotion to excellence - whether 
out of love for_the game, or for a feeling of personal accomplish
ment. !11e.stor1es about each man are brief, given to a mixture 
of stat1s!1cs and comments about the man's ability and progress 
through his ~areer, a~d are accompanied by photographs of each 
player. It 1s ~ favorite book with my young men for each of 
these reasons singly, or for all combined. 

(In addition, ~aren of the fifth grade writes, "In the book 
The Greatest 1n Baseball, the author writes about thirty
two baseball players in the Hall of Fame. 
It seems strange that no women are playing in big league 
baseball. 
I~ this book the author writes about the first Negro in 
history on a big league team, Jack Robinson. 
Do you know who was the guy that cried himself into baseball? 
Stanley Musial. 
The book really didn't interest me because baseball doesn't 
mean much ~o me because I can't understand it. There should 
be books with sports stories for girls.") 
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Stories of Champions, Sam and Beryl Epstein; Scholastic Book 
Services-:-rnc., with permission of Garrard Publishing Co., 1965. 

The Epsteins have selected five players from the Baseball 
Hall of Fame for their book; Honus Wagner, Christy Mathewson, 
Ty Cobb, Walter Johnson, and Babe Ruth. Theirs is a sort of nar
rative of the highlights of the men's careers with statistical 
charts at the conclusion of each man's story .. The book is inter
spersed with photographs of these men. The vocabulary is that 
encountered by average readers in the middle grades, the stories 
are factual without going into too much detail on the mechanics 
of baseball, and they are varied enough in personality to make 
them interesting. 

The Baseball Life of Mickey Mantle, John Devaney; Scholastic 
Magazines, InC.:-1969-.-------

This is more than a baseball story; it is the story of a 
man - a story of what life is all aoout - humility, perseverance, 
humor, tragedy, and realization of goals. For your gentlemen of 
average reading ability, or even less, and an interest in base
ball, it is an exploration into involvement. The story within 
the pages covers many years; it takes the read~r through Mr. 
Mantle's life from the age of five and upwards. Even without 

_ understanding much about baseball, any bo)" would find the book 
good exploration. . 

(And Katie of fifth grade adds, "The book The Baseball Life 
of Mickey Mantle I would recommend for boys or anyone 
interested~e life of Mickey Mantle. 
The book was about Mickey and games he played, how many 
home runs he made a year, and then in about the middle 
of the book a sickness he got in the bones and the sickness 
could never in his whole life be cured b)" anyone. And the 
doctor suggested he should not play baseball again, but he 
was brave and kept on playing.") 

The Baseball Life of Sandy Koufax, George Vecsey; Scholastic 
Book Services -:-Tnc-:-;-1968. ---

Remembering the World Series of 1965 brings Sandy Koufax 
into mind; it seemed to be a name that sounded out at every 
turn of the radio dial during the summer. Reading his baseball 
life is somewhat like turning a radio dial; you are not always 
sure of what you will find. The book's vocabulary is extensive 
enough to require a better than average reader in the middle 
grades; the thoughts behind the words are complex enough to 
require a better than average reader for total comprehension. 
There are 224 pages in the book. There are a few photographs to 
give a visual reminder of what the words are about. 

I read the book and was impressed with the man for his 
determination and perseverance. I was made aware of the value 
of publicity to get a young man started in sports and then keep 
him there. I was somewhat saddened by the rigors of the train
ing and touring that takes a man away from the very people/world 
that admire him; it must be a special sort of person who gives so 
much of self and time for love of a sport. 
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The Baseball Life of Willie Mays, Lee Greene; Schpla'i_ttc t1aga
zines, Inc. , 1970. - --- ---

One hundred and sixty pages of a man with guts, a love of 
the game, or both; Willie Mays put so much into playing that in 
his later years he has had .to remain away from the game for 
periods of time to rest himself. The fact that he is still 
playing is a testimony to his interest and love of the sport. 
Mr. Mays, with his outstanding ability as an outfielder, hitter, 
and base stealer, is an inte.resting man to read about. He is a 
fine image for any young man. 

Charlie Brown's All-Stars, Charles M. Schulz; Scholastic Maga
zines, Inc., permission with the World Publishing Co., 1966. 

Captured in print and also appearing on television, Charlie 
Brown fights a gallant fight to hold his own with his peers. 
As part of the baseball team, Snoopy, Charlie's dog, also adds 
appeal. Who can resist a comic strip character? The fact that 
I am requested to purchase paperbacks of each of Charlie's 
encounters is evidence.of his popularity. 

Crooked Arm and Other Baseball Stories, Tony Simon - editor; 
Scholastic Magazines, Inc., 1968. 

Portions of these stories moralize, some have a ring of 
truth brushed with nagging hints of hyperbole, and a few are 
downright funny. The vocabulary is a little rough for low 
readers; there are some stories they should grasp, however. 
Generally, the book is more entertaining than informative. A 
knowledge of baseball terminology is necessary. 

Arrow Book of Short Stories, Tony Simon - editor; Scholastic 
Magazines, Inc :-;7969. 

Basketball, swimming, football, soapbox racing, and track 
are all included in this general book of entertaining stories. 
The selections, eleven in number, vary to point out good and bad 
traits in athletes, team spirit, and thoughts about competition. 
They require fairly good readers. The selections are brief. 
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