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So much 
Sobriety: the old 
Plato 
Pursuing 
Amid the threatening 
Rubble of 
The. rabble 
Forms 
That would 
St i 11 
Sweat and 
Bleach blood 
Into marble 
Obedient 
To a master's 
Vis ion! 
So much 
Sense: the old 
Pusher, 
Two thousand years 
Of heads --
Hitler heads and 
Humanitarian heads. 
Der Fi.ih re r : 11 I 
Was, in my way 
The wild mi Id 
Goth in your 
01 ive grove. 
Your forms were 
My solutions. 
I was an 
Impure vessel 
But my intent 
Was pure. 11 
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A NOTE ON TEACHER EVALUATION: 
THE STUDENTS AS AUDIENCE 

by AL URBANSKI 
Winona State College 

An interesting question about student evaluation of in-
1structors is one that considers the bases by which students 
make their judgments of teaching worth. Eliminating the 
ftudents who consider factors other than the immediate emotion
'al reaction an instructor has on them, most generally react 
.to factors which are less than ·the primarily important one 
of "cultivating the mind. 11 The so cal led 11good11 or "great" 
instructor may be so in a way that has 1 ittle relation to his 
!purpose in c 1 ass, and the 11bad11 one may ac tua 11 y teach. 

-' If we assume that most teachers are "cultivators of 
.minds,11 and that they are well versed in their particular 
'fields, what further action do they take which causes students 
to make evaluations of 11great, 11 11fair, 11 or 11bad 117 

The instructor students describe as 11great 11 is very often 
a marvelous performer, aware of the 11audience. 11 If he happens 
ko be charming, witty, articulate, a clever rhetorician, in 
effect an attractive personality, he will generally teach 
to a full and applausive 11house. 11 These qualities are certain
ly not unacceptable ones, and definitely not irrelevant since 
they do aid in keeping interest, and that, most of us will 
agree, is an Important factor in teaching; but a distinguishing 
line must exist between the instructor who merely entertains 
an audience and one who, capable of keeping the students' 
interest with his personality, also fulfills that vague and 
Olympian task of cultivating minds. 

The composition class is one in which this "interesting" 
instructor, the one whose personality keeps the students alive, 
is especially importa"t, since most students seem to dread, 
to the extent of contracting mental nausea, these classes. 
Unlike courses in 1 iterature, in which the subject matter car-

•ries its own interest,the course in composition that aims to 
develop the student's skill in writing inevitably involves 
a great deal of drudgery as well as, potentially, danger to 
self-esteem. Thus, the instructor who approaches this usually 
captiye group only as an audience may., in his efforts to keep 
his students happy,fail in the basic purpose of the course. 

The mistaken notion which leads many to weight their judg~ 
1mnt of teaching ability in favor of performing is this idea 
of keeping the students happy. And happiness is such an 
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