
decisive moment calling for disciplined effort during which 
phase the miscellaneous materials are hammered out, organized, 
and rephrased in more elegant and polished language. The teacher 
needs regular reminders that there is a good deal more to cri ti -
cal writing than the apparent calm, confident, logical analysis 
one finds in the finished essays anyone can read. From experi
ence in such participation, the teacher also learns much about 
the practical need to schedule his assignments and deadlines so 
that sufficient time is ~llowed for realistic completion of 
work. 

For ultimate evaluation, the teacher, after imposing the 
discipline of rewriting and bringing this great variety of cri
tical options before the student, should grade the student 
according to the degree of sophistication in his practical 
employment of critical principles. No matter how inadequate such 
a basis for accurate grading is, the important result would be 
to emphasize growth in range and depth of critical thinking. 

David Harrington has contributed several stimulating articles to MEJ 
on teaching problems and techniques. 
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TOWARDS THE, IMPROVEMENT OF ENGLISH 
TEACHER EDUCATION IN MINNESOTA: 

CHAPTERS IN A CONTINUING HISTORY 

Chapter V. In Step with the Regulations: 
College Programs for the Preparation of 

Teachers of English 
by GERALD THORSON 

St. Olaf College, Northfield 

This spring the colleges and universities of Minnesota will 
present their second class of teaching majors in English for 
certification under the new state regulations. These students 
have been prepared in programs of study set up to meet the mini
mum standards put into effect b,y the State Board of Education on 
September 1, 1968. There are perhaps several questions that 
ought to be raised at this point: has there been a drastic 
change in the curriculums at the colleges.; are the majors now 
better prepared for teaching in the secondary schools; have the 
regulations made a difference in the hiring practices of super
intendents--do they, in fact, insist on English majors in the 
English classrooms? Preliminary to such studies, however (in
deed, it is perhaps too early to make such studies), is a con
sideration of what the college departments are actually requir
ing as minimum standards for certification. 

An examination of the programs at nineteen of the twenty
three state institutions preparing teachers of English reveals 
a fairly uniform course of study. Specific requirements at 
each institution are quite rigid: specific courses stipulated 
for the major make up the bulk of the requirements for a major. 
Flexibility within a given program is. generally limited to a 
choice in the actual course or courses to satisfy an area 
requirement. Variations among the colleges occur not in the 
nature of the curriculums but in the specific number of credits 
required in the areas of literature, composition, and language. 
There is a very strict adherence to the regulations of the State 
Board of Education. 

A summary of the requirements of these nineteen institutions 
accompanies this article. For the sake of facility in comparison, 
since individual institutions list their requirements in quarter, 
semester, or course credits, these requirements have all been 
expressed in semester credit hours. In considering this compi-
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lation one should bea:r :in mind ,1,<11 wh11.t i.s l,~t,c,:I h. after ;.JJ a minimum requirement. Th,; p·.reptv«t,,,1 1 of a:n irUJrtduR.t student 
is not limited to it. 

All but one of the inst.ltutions requires a minimum of 36 semester hours OT' more of work in composition, language, and 
literature above Freshman English-.:the minimum stated in the regulations. The median number of credits is 36.5. However, 
since some institutions offer their speech courses, adolescent literature, and methods courses in tiie department of English, they have stated a minimum requirement above the 36 required in English. For courses in composition, language, and literature, then, the minimum requirement is the same as that required by 
the regulations. 

Specific credit requirements in advanced composition vary from zero at one college to 4, with the median requirement at 
3 credits. The one college that does not require a specific course in advanced writing has courses available for all stu
dents but allows for other forms of academic instruction to meet the requirement. 

Language preparation is also a part of the requirement at all institutions. The minimum requirement (at two institutions) is 2 semester credits. The highest requirement (5.33 semester credits) is found at the University' of Minnesota: Minneapolis. The median requirement is 4 semester credits. 

of English; at one it is given by the department of education; and at one it is taught in the department of library science. Others include instruction in adolescent literature as a part 
of the course in the teaching of English. 

The colleges are perhaps most rigid in their speech re
quirements. The median number of semester cred~ts in publ~c 1 address is 2.66, with a high of 5.33. In oral interpretation 
the median is also 2.66, with a high of 4 semester credits. 

Basically, then, not only do the teacher-pre~aring insti
tutions in Minnesota conform to the state regulations; they 
also are very much alike in their specific requirements. Ti:-ere is little of the variety one would expect and hope for. This probably indicates a fundamental agreement on the core prepar
ation needed for teachers of English in the secondar~ :c~ool.: At the same time, since so little creativity or flex1b1~ity 1s found in the individual programs, it may suggest that either 
the regulations are·too :rigid or that the ~ollege departments have been too literal in their interpretations of them. The experimentation in curriculums that has characterized so many of the educational programs on college campuses these past ~ew years, even in departments of English, is ~ot really not1ce~ble in the teacher-education programs. There is need for exper1- . mentation and creativity if the preparation of teachers of_Engl1sh 
in Minnesota is to keep pace with the demands of the days rn 
which we live. 

Requirements in literature, as is to be expected, make up 
the major part of the requirements for teachers of English. [ State regulations require no .. specific number of credits in literature; nor do they specify exact areas of literature that must be included as course requirements: they simply elaborate on 

Gerald Tharson, chairman of the English department at St. Olaf, is a 
past president af the MCTE. This June he concludes his long service 
as chairman of the Association of English Department Chairmen of 
Colleges in Minnesota, in order to go on sabbatical leave. 

the kinds of preparation that would provide a meaningful background in literature. As a result, colleges vary most notice-ably in their specific requirements in literature. The number of semester credit hours required goes from 15.33 to 32, with a median minimum requirement of 26. All require courses in British literature (median: 10 credits) and American literature (median: 4 credits). Four colleges require a specific course in world literature; seventeen require a course in Shakespeare; ten require a course in literary criticism; and fourteen require a course in modern literature. The median number of semester 
credits required in these specific areas of literature is O in world literature, 3 in Shakespeare, 2 in literary criticism, 
and 2.66 in modern literature. 

Adolescent literature is required as a specific course at ten institutions, with a median requirement of 2 semester hours. At eight institutions the course is offered by the department 
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St t Department Minimum Req1,1irements for Preparation of Teacher a e of English, Effective September 1968. s 
These requireme~ts s~all constitute minimum programs of prep.I aration in the teaching fields to be set up by the colleges. Each prospective teacher shall have at least the amount of preparation indicated in each of the fields. The standard requirements for credits in professional education shall apply except where re-quirements are specifically mentioned. • (c) English or L;nguage Arts. The prospective teacher of English or Language Arts shall have: 

(1) A teaching major in English or Language Arts of not less than 36 semester (54 quarter) hours to include academic instruction in language, literature, and composition beyond ·the I freshman English requirement in (aa), (bb), and (cc) below, plus academic instruction in speech in each of the two following areas, (1) theory and practice of public address and (2) oral j interpretation or play production and direction, in addition to such demonstration of speaking proficiency as the individual in- l stitution may normally consider appropriate. This major should include the following areas: 
(aa) Expository writing. 
(bb) The nature of language, and the historical development and present structure of English language, especially as used in the United States. 
(cc) Development of English and American Literature; intensive study of at least one major English or American author; theory and practice of literary criticism; analysis and interpretation of the various literary genres; literature for adolescents; literature of the 20th century and of at least one other century. 

OR: 
(2) A teaching minor in English or Language Arts of. at least 18 semester (27 quarter) hours, including academic instruction in language, literature and composition beyond the freshman English requirement, plus academic instruction in speech as defined in the major in English or Language Arts (c) (1). 
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s1.unmal"Y (_19 colleges) 
~ 

~ no requirement (4 colleges) Minimum: 
Maximum: 8 (4 co.lleges) 

En~ljsh Above Fr. Eng. 
~nimum: 30 (1) 

Maximuin: 48 (l) 
Majority: 36-42 

Literature 
-Minimum: 15.33 

Maximum: 32 
Br. Lit .. : 
Am. Lit.: 
World Lit·: 

5.33 to 20 
2.66 to 8 

0 (15 colleges) to 4 o (2 colleges) to 4 Shakespeare: 
Lit. Criticism: 
Mod. Lit. : 0 (S 

o (9 colleges) to 4 
colleges) to 5.3 3 

Adolescent Lit.: 
- English course: 

0 (9 colleges) to 2.66 
a 

Educ. course: 1 
Lib. Sc. course: 1 
Part of Eng. Methods: 6 

Language 
- Minimum: 2 

Maximum: 5 • 33 

Advanced Composition 
Minimum: 0 
Maximum: 4 

Speec~ . Pu lie Address 
Minimum: 2 
Maximum: 5.33 

Oral Inter£,;_ 
Minimum: 0 
Maximum: 4 

English Methods 
Minimum: 0 
Maximum: 6 

67 



Minimum Reguirements for an English Teaching Major (expressed in semester hours) 
Fr. Eng. Lit. Lit. Mod. Adol. Speech Eng. College Eng. Above Fr. Eng. Total Br. Am. World Shak. Crit. Lit. Lit. Lng. Comp. Pub. Ad. Oral Int. Ed. ----- ---·------

Augsburg 3.33 36 21.31 9.33 2.66 3.33 3.33 0 2.66 2.66 3.33 2.66 2.66 0 2.66 
(Lib) Bemidji 8 36 15.33 5.33 4 0 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 
(Eng) Bethel 3 39 17 6 6 0 3 0 0 2 3 3 3 3 3 

Carleton 1.66 36.63 26.66 23.33 0 3.33 3.33 
(Eng) 

3.33 0 3.33 3.33 3.33 0 3.33 

St. Benedict 4 36 28 8 4 4 4 

(Ed) 
4 4 0 4 4 4 4 4 

St. Catherine 0 36 20 8 8 0 
0 

(Ed) 
4 0 2 4 4 2 2 2 

(Eng) St. Scholastica 0 36 17.33 5.33 2.66 0 4 0 2,66 2.66 4 4 2 4 2 
Saint ·Theresa (Eng) 6 31 25 14 3 0 3 0 5 2 3 3 2 3 2 

(Ed) Hamline 0 36.63 26.66 13.33 3.33 3.33 3.33 3.33 3. 33 0 3.33 3.33 3.33 3.33 3.33 
(Ed) Macalester 0 36 24 20 4 0 0 0 4 0 4 0 4 4 4 

Mankato 6 36 26 6 6 0 2 2 0 2 2 2 2 2 2 
(Eng) 

2.66 Moorhead 8 42 29.33 16 8 0 ) 2.66 0 5.33 0 2.66 2 2.66 2.66 
(Ed) 

2.66 St. Cloud 5_·33 42.66 26 14.66 7.33 0 2.66 2 2 2 5.33 2 2.66 2 
(Eng) 

4 St, John's 4 40 28 8 4 4 4 4 4 0 4 4 4 4 

St. Olaf 3.65 36.5 25.55 10.95 3.65 0 3.65 3.65 3.65 0 3.65 3.65 3.65 3.65 2 
(Ed) 

2.66 u - Duluth 8 42 26 10 4 0 2 0 2 2 4 4 3.33 2 
(Eng) 

6 u - Mpls. 6 48 18 12 6 0 4 0 0 0 5.33 4 5.33 2 

u - Morris 0 36 32 18 6.66 0 0 0 0 4 2 2 2 2 4 
(Ed) 

2.66 0 
Winona 5.33 41.33 32 20 2.66 0 2 2 2 2 2.66 2.66 2.66 

(Eng) 
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