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At 
Yisiting The Robert Bly's 

Odin House, M adison, Minnesota 

The bigc man comes down from upstai· rs 
d th b with the gun an e arrel is smoking furiously. 

Alarm. There is real 
alarm in us. The wife. 
Only the wife can 
speak. 

"Robert?" 

The reply struts out f o his mouth. 

He sits down, 
satisfied. 

"A sonnetee r. I got another one . " 
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A Comprehensive Approach To 
Remedial Reading And 

W riting Problems 

By JAMES E. COOMBER and GORDON LELL 

Concordia College 

In The Anatomy of College English Thomas H. Wilcox 
joined other administrators of English departments in 
expressing a pessimistic view of remedial English programs. 
He describes these courses as an assortment of stopgap 
measures, lacking "intellectual substance." He notes that 
few English faculty willingly teach such classes. Further, 
he questions the degree to which the objectives of such 
classes are realized. A few bleak statistics are cited; 
for example, less than five per cent of the remedial 
English students a1 one state university have ultimately 
received a degree. 

Perhaps students who arrive on campus without the 
necessary skills for doing academic work are unable to 
bridge this gap; it may well be that children must develop 
their verbal skills at certain stages of life if they are 
ever to develop them fully. In his renowned call for 
discontinuing traditional freshman English courses, Warner 
Rice argued, "If good habits of reading, writing, and 
speaking have not been inculcated before the student is of 
college age, it is unlikely that he will be greatly bene
fitted by two semesters of Freshman English. 112 

On the other hand, one might argue that these skills 
can indeed be acquired in the late teen years or even 
later and that the high r ate of attrition of hi gh-risk 
students may be an indication of ineffective instruction. 
This problem is related to the larger question of the 
effectiveness of instr uction in college composition 
generally. Rice, for example, questioned whether the 
t:radi tional college composition class could be justified. 3 
The l a te Francis Christensen observed that as t eachers of 
English "we do not really teach our captive charges to 
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