
meets for the assignment and pre-writing activities. Then the 
members work individually and come in for their composition 
conference. Just one conference of this kind in a month does 
more than all kinds of red pencil marks. 

The Center has also served as an ideal place for that bugaboo 
"makeup." When a student is absent from a test, that test is sent 
to the aide with the student's name and deadline for makeup. 
The student reports directly to the Center for his makeup, and 
his completed test is turned over to the teacher. If the student 
is absent from a film or a record, or if he wishes to see or hear 
it again, he goes to the Center. All of this tends to place the 
responsibility where it belongs - on the student. 

Students.like the Center'and many of them go there regularly 
during their unassigned time to work on English assignments. 
They know it is the one place they can go to get the help they 
need when they need it. They like the relaxed atmosphere which 
is conducive to creative work. 

Needless to say we have a superior teachers' aide. Her 
education includes a BS degree with a major in library science 
and a minor in speech from the University of Minnesota. Her 
experience includes working in a children's library and serving 
as a teachers' aide in Ohio, but in an entirely different capacity.\ 
She does considerable professional writing. However, it is her 
enthusiasm, imagination, cooperation, and ability to relate to 
the students that has been so important. 

One limitation to our varied group sizes has been our large 
group instruction. Generally, it has.been the class size of 
25-30. This year that too is being experimented with by 
scheduling all twelfth grade accelerated students the same hour, 
all basic students the same hour, etc. This will permit the 
teachers to bring their students together and cooperatively plan 
their large group instruction if and when they desire. 

Too many times teachers have excused themselves from attempt
ing innovative ideas by blaming the "system." But there is much 
that can be done within a traditional framework. Having a 
teachers' aide and a Resource Center and using it as we are does 
not lessen the work of the teacher. In fact, it has increased .f· 
our work. Much more planning is required; much more communicating / 
and cooperating are necessary. However, some of us feel our plan /I 

is more flexible than most other programs because we do not have 
to follow a specific schedule of large groups, small groups and I 
individual instruction. Each teacher plans his own program. No 
teacher is forced into such a pattern. He makes the choice, 
though his students might lead him into it. •t:, 

In another year we are sure that our program is going to be 
so extensive that we will need another aide and additional room, 
but we will have had another year of experience and should be 
ready to cope with the problem. 

Dorothy Dalsgaard, who teaches English at John Marshall High School in Rochester, 
has had an active role in the affairs of the MCTE, 
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Two Poems Presented at the Minnesota 
Private College English Majors Conference, 

Spring 1970 

by JOCELYN C, RILEY, 
Carleton College, Northfield 

When the winter is the only way we f~nd the wind ag~in 
'1h we ask we see we wonder is the wind so very col 
kif1e the blades of all the young boys in the barroom booths are 

biting • th for In the retty pity city see we what a woe is ere . the winter 
After all the wandered minds have willed and wanted ind the farm 
And the wishes full· are falling from the schoo~room an 
Often in our streetlights wfe ill~;~ne :~r~~: ;~!1~:: for inviting 
Than the streets can seem or wa ing . winter 
And the women all seem wiser than the windows ~f the 
The snow that snickers softly as it_sunbathes int~ :l~~rmth 
Will be no longer lovely when the light has lost it 
As the bookish barker finds that all the babes hav~ gone dy 
To find a cand.le in the sun, to find a tawdry/? k~~/:~ich the 
He weeps a weary wind sigh ~or all the ways o oo 

witches would·not tell ~:m wonder whether all this weather 
And the words of all thew is~ers . tamer tongue 
Could really answer any ques~1on: or is ~:ut~r: into gnarls 
Which will find us when we finalize ~ur in~ . 
Of a fine and curly blu:ness of a vern~ vancos1 ty listen and the 
We cannot ask the questions for there is n~ one to 

finely fingered fists are_fighting emptiness again 
And the winters are for weeping d "f care it won't subsi e If we wonder we will hunger 1 we 
We won't wander winter weather 
We can't carry it inside. 
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GREENSLEEVES 

A delicate fern 

grows by roadsides 

obscured by trees and grass 

She knew how to crush it 

between her fingers 

to yield a lemon-mint scent. 

She would pick the weed 

while walking 

and tickle noses, 

make doll skirts. 

But when pressed, 

she yielded to the gaudy reds of autumn 

and lamented --

for once having been Greensleeves 

but no more. 
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For Hip Pocket Hopefuls - Paperbacks 
reviewed by TOM WAL TON 

John F. Kennedy School, Ely 

How to Star in Football, Herman L. Masin; Scholastic Magazines, 

Inc. , 1966.°" 
Photographs, offensive-play diagrams, defensive-play dia

grams, and detailed written instructions are each a portion of 

this book. A knowledge of the game of football and its vocabu

lary is needed; the ability to join word to photograph is needed, 

also. A wealth of material lies on these pages - almost too 

much when it comes sentence after sentence··. 

Pro Football Heroes, Steve Gelman; Scholastic Magazines, Inc., 

1968. 
Covering the 19QQts, the author has selected ten men to fill 

the muscular pages of this book. From a coach to players adept 

at several positions, from early days to refinement within the 

leagues, and from fairly standard playing formations to the more 

sophisticated plays of the late sixties, the author explores the 

makings of the great players. Selections are lengthy and inter

es ting. A few photographs accompany them. 

Gridiron Stories, edited by Josh Furman; A Lantern Press Book, 

1968. 
Mr. Furman has selected a group of stories that seem directed 

at pointing out qualities of teamsmanship, of leadership, and of 

determination. The vocabulary is difficult and requires a 

knowledge of football. Above average readers in the upper ele

mentary or junior high might find little trouble with the 

vocabulary or with picking out the story beyond the unfamiliar 

words. If the readers are just seeking entertainment and not 

the facts about playing football, they might enjoy these stories. 

Touchdown fot Tommy, Matt Christopher; Scholastic Magazines, Inc., 

arranged with Little, Brown & Co.~ Inc., 1959. 
This is a story of conflict. Tommy is in·a foster home and 

fearful that he will be forced to leave. He is assailed with 

conflicting standards: the foster home in contrast to his earlier 

home and parents, the present peer group as opposed to the past, 

and the requirements of day to day living at home, school, 

neighborhood against the worry of leaving the home he would like 

to join on a permanent basis. 
He does play football and does score a touchdown, but the 

conflict is present on the football field, too. This is a 

39 


